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Dear FCJ College community, 

Last week’s Gospel included the powerful message from
Jesus: “This is my commandment: love one another as I
have loved you.” Jn 15:12

God is constantly enlarging the boundaries of love, and
we are invited to adapt our lives to ever inclusive patters
of love. In this Gospel, Jesus’ entire teaching is summed
up in one sentence. It is love which moves out to be
there for others. Jesus preached a radical love which
encourages us to act for anyone who is oppressed
including people suffering the disastrous effects of an
unrelenting ecological and military crises. 

We are thus called to a disruptive love, in a world which
needs disrupting and waking up. Through joy and
commitment to loving one another, we subvert isolation,
we build bridges rather than walls. We dare to care. We
make a difference. 

In this theme, let us celebrate the love shown by mothers
and mother figures this weekend. On behalf of the
College, I wish all the mothers in our community a
blessed Mother’s Day. For those in our community for
whom Mother’s Day is tinged with sadness, you have my
prayers.

Curriculum Review
Our College Staff have been continuing their work in
reviewing our offerings and our structures. Our focus has
been Year 9, 10, 11 and 12. We look forward to sharing
with you some exciting developments over the coming
weeks. Please know, at the heart of any decisions made
will be what is best for the learning experiences of our
students in and beyond the classroom. 

Meet the Principal Mornings
Our enrolment period for 2025 is currently open and we
have been blessed with more than 200 people visiting our
school across the three mornings offered. This is a
tremendous turn-out and we are so proud to be able to
share our school, grounds, facilities and wonderful learning
experiences happening in our classrooms. My thanks to all
the students across the school who volunteered as tour
guides – you are our best ambassadors. A reminder to our
current families who might have siblings in Year 6, our
enrolment period closes on 31 May. 

Victorian State Budget
Finally, I was disappointed to hear about the discriminatory
decision that the State Government has made, excluding
most students at Catholic schools from the $400 School
Savings Bonus. I include in this newsletter a letter outlining
my concerns. I have written to Annabelle Cleeland, State MP
for Euroa and I encourage you to contact your local State
MP to make your voice heard about this matter as well. 

Go well, 

Shaun Mason 
Principal
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What's OnFCJ COLLEGE'S

COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY

All students enrolled, and any child visiting
FCJ College, have a right to feel safe and
be safe. The wellbeing of children in our
care will always be our first priority and
we have zero tolerance to child abuse. We
aim to create a child safe and child
friendly environment where children feel
safe and are free to enjoy life to the full
without any concern for their safety.
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14 Round Robin 2

22 FCJ College Cross Country

28-29 Year 9 OED - Warby's Overnight Camp

31 Southern Ranges Cross Country

3 Year 10 Pathways Evening

5 Year 10 Pathways Interviews

10 Student Free Day - King’s Birthday

11 Student Free Day - Staff Professional
Learning

13 Let’s Find our Voice Concert

17 Semester 2 Commences

24 Year 7 & 10 Vaccinations

28 Last Day of Term 2

June

Uniform Shop
OPEN

FRIDAYS  
12.30pm - 3.30pm

May

15 Student Free Day - staff professional
learning

16 First day Term 3 for students

July
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Dear FCJ College community, 

 

This week the Allan Labor Government announced a $400 School Saving Bonus for all school students 

in government schools regardless of income, but only for Health Care Card holders in Catholic schools. 

 

This is deeply unfair. 

 

We believe the payment should be means tested for all students or apply to all students. 

 

It should not be based on which school you attend.   

 

This policy punishes families for choosing to send their children to a Catholic school. 

 

Our school, FCJ Education Australia and the peak body, the Victorian Catholic Education Authority, are 

working hard to oppose this policy and we need your help. 

 

We need to show the Victorian Government that punishing families who choose a Catholic school is 

unacceptable. 

 

Please consider contacting your local Member of Parliament to express your concern. 

 

Our school’s local MP is Annabelle Cleeland and they can be contacted by calling 03 5762 1600 or by 

emailing Annabelle.cleeland@parliament.vic.gov.au 

 

Template letters are attached to assist you with making your voice heard.  

 

Thank you for your time in reading this and for advocating for your family and our school. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr Shaun Mason 

Principal 
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Template email for parents to send to MPs 

 

Dear MP, 

I am very concerned by the Allan Labor Government’s $400 School Saving Bonus for all school 

students in government schools regardless of income, but only for Health Care Card holders in 

Catholic schools. 

As the parent of a child in a Catholic school I believe this payment should be applied equally.  Either 

means tested for all students or available to all students. 

It should not be based on which school you attend.   

Families in Catholic schools are also experiencing cost of living pressures. This announcement 

discriminates against my family and punishes me for choosing to send my child to a Catholic school. 

I have the right to expect the government treats me and my family equally regardless of our choice of 

schooling. 

Please vote against this discriminatory policy and treat all families fairly. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Your sincerely, 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Template email for broader school community (e.g. staff, alumni, parish communities) to 

send to MPs  

 

Dear MP, 

I am very concerned by the Allan Labor Government’s $400 School Saving Bonus for all school 

students in government schools regardless of income, but only for Health Care Card holders in 

Catholic schools. 

I believe this payment should be applied equally.  Either means tested for all students or available to 

all students. 

It should not be based on which school you attend.   

Families in Catholic schools are also experiencing cost of living pressures. This announcement 

punishes families for choosing to send their children to a Catholic school. 

Please vote against this discriminatory policy and treat all families fairly. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Your sincerely, 
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The Year 10 students are using their skills learnt during the circuit board construction activity earlier in the
term to create simple circuits with a range of components and use Arduino programmable chips and A++
code to control the circuits.

Year 10 Systems Engineering
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The class was given the task to create a wheeled robot that would dance by combining an Arduino
programable chip and lego along with other components. Some were coded to be able to start with an
external button, some included sounds. All were cool to watch.

Year 11 Systems
Dancing Robots
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Each Friday, the Year 11 pastoral groups join together for Fun Friday! This week, thanks to Miss Clay, the Year

11s undertook a tug of war challenge with Ms Joyce's pastoral group coming out the overall winners! 
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Our Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) kids are putting
their hearts and minds into crafting something truly
spectacular for our Founder’s Day. Picture giant games so
grand they'll leave you speechless! These young innovators
have been working tirelessly to bring their imaginative visions
to life, and the results are awesome. 

VPC Getting
ready 



As the archivist at FCJ College, I am fortunate to belong to Benalla Heritage Network. As we
did last year, we again participated in showcasing our history and tradition by offering tours
of the College and opening of the archives to the general public. The theme for this year was
“Connections”. Our magnificent heritage building is a local prominent landmark and many
people have admired its splendour from the street but during Heritage Week there was the
opportunity to enjoy the wonderful architecture and see how the College has transformed
into a modern educational facility whilst retaining our history and heritage buildings. Seventy-
five people visited the College and from all reports thoroughly enjoyed their time.

Some of the many compliments were:

“Great opportunity to learn about FCJ College”
“Wonderful archive exhibition and a trip down memory lane”
“Thank you for the informative tour”
“Amazing presentation and tour. Well, done!”
“Excellent – what a beautiful school”
“A big thank you to the tour guides Elizabeth Ireland and Brayden & Jahye-Lee Quattrocchi for giving up
their time on Saturday to assist with showcasing the school”
“A special thank you to Robbie Elliot for unlocking the College, turning on heaters and general assistance
with cleaning and closing. Much appreciated“
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HOUSE SCORES
1st - Hughes 1,267

2nd - d’Houet 1,210
3rd - Davy 1,135

Victoire Gift
FASTEST 100m sprint
Yr 11 Charlotte Quilliam

Yr 10 Chris Martin
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Athletics Carnival
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Food STUDIES 

Year 9s made fondant cupcake cake
toppers in preparation for cake

decorating.



 

10 May 2024 

                                                                                           

                                                                                  Our ever growing Audio book collection has been  

                                                                        Boosted by 5 new titles. Please find these under Audio 

    Books in SIMON. They are organised into two separate sections: 

   One more difficult reads than the other and in alphabetical order. These can 

Be accessed on Simon a all times- even from home. Pop on your headphones and enjoy! 

                                        

My life with the Walter Boys       Cop & Robber by Tristan Bancks       Just Shocking! 

                                             

                               Mackenzie Blue                      Tom Gates is absolutely fantastic 
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Phones & Social Media: 
Wellio Parent Webinar: Tuesday 14 May at 6:30pm (AEDT)

Registration Link (so you can be sent the recording):

https://www.wellioeducation.com/en_au/webinars

Join Wellio for a free webinar to learn practical strategies that will help your children

manage phone addiction and social media.

Reality vs Social Media: we discuss how students compare their lives with what

they see on social media and the impact this has on their self esteem. We'll

share 3 simple strategies to keep them on track.

Technology and Sleep: 73% of teenagers aren't getting enough sleep and their

devices are a primary cause. We explain how you can limit the impact.

Techniques to manage anxiety: A toolkit of strategies that you can use to help

your child manage and prevent anxiety developing as a result of social media

and phone use..

2024 Parent Webinar Schedule and materials:

Please see below for the dates for our other free parent webinars running across

the year:

Tuesday 14 May 6:30pm - Phones & Social Media

Thursday 29 August 6:30pm - Building Healthy Relationships

Thursday 31 October 6:30pm - Resilience & Setbacks

Parents can register to attend any or all of these sessions here.

https://www.wellioeducation.com/en_au/webinars
https://www.wellioeducation.com/en_au/webinars





