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Dear FCJ College community, 

Welcome to Term 2! Over the past few weeks, I have been
thinking a great deal about the role of schools and the
potential impact of schools on the lives of students and the
community. A lot is said and written about achievement in
school – what is the highest ATAR this year, what is the
median study score and how many students achieve an
ATAR of 90+. These wonderful efforts deserve to be
celebrated and recognised, but they should not be the only
aspect upon which a school is judged. Achievement and
success is much more nuanced than this. 

My thinking has been influenced by my life-changing time in
the Philippines with the group of students over the Easter
Holidays, but also thanks to the wonderful experiences
already shared this term: the commencement of the Let’s
Find Our Voice Rehearsals, Year 12 Retreat, Meet the
Principal Mornings and ANZAC Day Commemorations. 

What strikes me about all these events is that the students
are not in the classroom for any of them, yet the learning is
often the most impactful, most significant and often the
most transformational. I will write more about my time in
the Philippines once the students have completed their
post-trip workshop and presented to their families, but it
would be fair to say it was one of the highlights of my
professional life. Watching students in the classroom make
connections and ‘get it’ is always a thrill, seeing 15 students
have their eyes opened to the world and how many in the
world live, was simply a privilege I won’t forget. 

Back at school we have seen our wonderful FCJ College
students dive in quickly and take up the opportunity to
push themselves beyond their comfort zone – and do
things they would never usually contemplate (sing in
public, allow peers to make a plaster mask of your face,
read a poem at the Dawn Service). Our FCJ College
students have shown time and time again, that they are
prepared and in fact keen, to learn from their
experiences and learn from their peers. 

They are also prepared to share their experiences. The
Meet the Principal mornings should really be re-named
to Meet the Student mornings because our tour guides
have ‘wowed’ our visitors. The guests gush about how
wonderful the hosts were and how much they love their
school. Nothing makes me more proud than hearing this
– our students are our best ambassadors and it’s clear
they love being here at FCJ College and learning in and
outside the classroom. 

Go well, 

Shaun Mason 
Principal



  admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au                          36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA                                    enquiries: 5762 1222

What's OnFCJ COLLEGE'S

COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY

All students enrolled, and any child visiting
FCJ College, have a right to feel safe and
be safe. The wellbeing of children in our
care will always be our first priority and
we have zero tolerance to child abuse. We
aim to create a child safe and child
friendly environment where children feel
safe and are free to enjoy life to the full
without any concern for their safety.
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30 FCJ College Athletics Carnival

April

2 Unit 1 OES Abseiling Trip

7 Year 9 OED - Rock Climbing

8 Meet the Principal Morning

8-10 Justice Matters Camp

14 Round Robin 2

22 FCJ College Cross Country

28-29 Year 9 OED - Warby's Overnight Camp

31 Southern Ranges Cross Country

May

3 Year 10 Pathways Evening

5 Year 10 Pathways Interviews

11 Student Free Day - Staff Professional
Learning

13 Let’s Find our Voice Concert

17 Semester 2 Commences

24 Year 7 & 10 Vaccinations

28 Last Day of Term 2

June

Uniform Shop
OPEN

FRIDAYS  
12.30pm - 3.30pm



HOST FAMILIES
NEEDED!

WHEN?
Students will arrive from Japan on Friday 26th July and depart on
Friday 9th August 2024

WHAT IS REQUIRED?
The Sacred Heart Tokyo students are in need of a family to host them
whilst they are here to visit FCJ College.
The students will come to school each day with your child and enjoy
the experience of living with an Australian family.

Parents hosting a student must hold (or apply for) a Volunteer Working
with Children Check (free of charge and simple to do via www.working
withchildren.vic.gov.au)

THE SACRED HEART TOKYO STUDENTS 
ARE COMING TO FCJ COLLEGE THIS JULY! 

CLICK 
HERE
To apply to be a 

host family

Contact Lisa Salvadori if you require further information
lisa.salvadori@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

https://forms.gle/D8CAU24BqU9mBAQb9
https://forms.gle/D8CAU24BqU9mBAQb9
https://forms.gle/D8CAU24BqU9mBAQb9
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On the last day of Term One, 8W threw a 'surprise party' to
celebrate Miss Baker's upcoming wedding during the holidays.
Students decorated the classroom, complete with an aisle, made
a cake, bought in snacks and topped off the celebration with a
Taylor Swift playlist.
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SURPRISE PARTY!
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On Tuesday 2 April Koby Cromie competed in the State Junior Bowls Championships in Sunbury.

Koby competed in the Boy’s Singles, Boy’s Pairs, Open Triples and Mixed Pairs and came away with a gold in

the Open Triples, Boy’s Pairs and Boy’s Singles. There were 54 participants in the Boy’s Singles, 29 in the

Boy’s Pairs and 29 teams in the Open Triples.

Koby would now like to try to stay in the U18 state side, make the Victorian Development state team and

make the squad for the Open Men’s side.

Congratulations Koby!

Junior State Champion

Kadey Macklin competed in the State swimming

championships on Friday 19 April. Kadey received a 3rd for

the 200m free - with a time of 2:17.56 . This was a personal

best of nearly 5 seconds. 

She also got two other PBs and 5th in the 100m free 1:03.25

and 50m free wth a time of 29.50 . 

Kadey’s hard work is really paying off. 

Well done
Kadey!!!



  admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au                          36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA                                    enquiries: 5762 1222

Benalla Heritage Festival
1-5 May

As part of the Benalla Heritage Festival, FCJ College will be opening the
Archives to the public on Wednesday 1 May from 1-3pm, Thursday 2 May
from 10am till noon and on Saturday 4 May 4 from 1.30pm till 4pm. On
Saturday there will be tours of the College available. Entry is by gold
coin donation. For further information please contact Lyn Tanner 0427306657
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7Y practising discus, shot put, long
jump and triple jump at Churchill
Reserve for the upcoming Athletics
Carnival.

Practising for
Athletics
Carnival
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Last term, the new Year 11 VET Community Services class were tasked to
brainstorm, develop, create resources and engage kinder students in a
small group activity. This was the basis of one of their assessments and we
were so grateful to be able to visit Ride Avenue and enact these plans in
person so a big thank you to Mrs Deb, Stacey, Lisa and Briony for having
us. 

We shared many laughs, as students delivered reading memory games,
dancing and charades, ocean art and easter activities for the kinders to
rotate through. It was great to see our senior students bond with the
children and practice their supervision, communication and problem-
solving skills required to effectively organise events with young people. Of
course, we ended our visit with an easter egg hunt where the kinders were
to be commended for listening to instructions to collect and share their
findings amongst the group so everyone was able to enjoy a treat. 
                                     

 - Amber Baker, Teacher

VET Community Services and
Ride Avenue Kinder Partnership
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