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Dear FCJ College community, 

The season of Advent, as we head toward the birth of
Jesus, is a time to reflect on the things that we have in
our lives and consider those less fortunate than
ourselves. Our Youth Ministry students have recently
created hampers to donate to St Vinnie’s for their
Christmas Appeal and it brings me great joy to see these
students actively working to improve the experience of
another person and in doing so, bringing to life the
Kingdom of God in our local community. 

Our annual Awards for Excellence evening was held this
week, giving us a chance to recognise and celebrate the
wonderful achievements our students have made across
the year. Every day, there are students achieving a
personal best in classrooms that are humming, in learning
spaces that are always thriving and where they are being
supported by skilled, professional staff. At the awards
night, we provided a centre stage, and the opportunity
for individuals to take the spotlight – to shine – and to
receive the recognition they deserve for their hard work.
I take this moment to congratulate all the award winners
across the College. 

As we rapidly approach the end of our 2023 school year,
I look back with joy at the year that has been and thank
God for the blessings that have been gifted to our school
and community. I thank the wonderful staff that we have
at our school for their tireless work, their commitment to
our students and their efforts to ensure that all students
can be the best version of themselves. I pray that they all
have a safe, peaceful and refreshing Christmas break. 

I also take this opportunity to thank our FCJ College
families. Thank you for placing your trust in us to assist
you in the important role of educating your sons and
daughters. It is a privilege to walk alongside you in
companionship. We pray that all our families and
students will also find the Christmas break refreshing,
safe and peaceful. We look forward to seeing you all
again in 2024. 

STAFF MOVEMENTS 
Each year, there are staff moving out of the College and
into the College. This year is no different. I thank Ella
Ogden and Eloise McDonald for their work as AFL
trainees this year (always a difficult role joining a
community in a different capacity). I take this
opportunity to thank Mrs Carolyn Mackenzie for her
service to our school over the last four years as she
retires at the end of the year. We also thank Mr Mark
Chynoweth for his dedicated service to our school,
especially in the PE and sports area, for the past 3 years.
We wish him well as he starts a new role closer to family.
 
We take this moment to welcome the following staff to
our school from 2024: 

Amanda Clay (PE/Health/Science) 
Cheree Tregoning (PE/Health/Maths) 
Kursty Bookham (Japanese) 
Stephanie Symes (Humanities/Drama) 
Alexandra Keast (Health) 

I know as you meet these people over the course of
2024 you will make them feel welcome and support
them in their transition to our great school. 

Go well and have a safe and Holy Christmas. 

Shaun Mason 
Principal



8 Last day of Term 4 for students

15 FCJ College Office Closes

18 College Office Opens

31 All Students Return
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2023 Awards
for Excellence

Evening

Honour Roll
The Honour Roll is the most prestigious award presented by FCJ
College. This award is sponsored by the College Alumni. Every year,
two students from the graduating class are chosen. These are students
who, over the whole course of their time at FCJ College, have
demonstrated a positive attitude to all school endeavours, achieved
either academic or personal excellence, worked actively within the
school for the benefit of others, represented the school, demonstrated
Christian leadership qualities and have provided a positive role model
for others. The recipients of this award, above all, have demonstrated
pride in their College, a willingness to serve others and embody the
ethos and values of FCJ College. I am pleased to announce the Honour
Roll recipients for 2023 are Hannah Kubeil & Georgia O’Brien.
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To wrap up the school year on a high note, Year 9 students organised an exciting PBL Olympics event. The session was filled
with a variety of fun activities, from balloon races and pop the balloon to donut on a string, funny hat making, and more.
Games like mini golf, quoits, lolly poker, staring contests, cup pong, hangman, and Pictionary were also eagerly contested.
It was heart-warming to see that traditional games can still bring friendly competition and shared joy to this generation. It
was wonderful to see every student enthusiastically taking part.

PBL
Olympics
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G r e e t i n g s  W o n d e r f u l  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t y !  
T e r m  4  i n  I n t e r c u l t u r a l  S t u d i e s  h a s  b e e n  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  a  c r e a t i v e  w h i r l w i n d  f o r  o u r
t a l e n t e d  Y e a r  7  s t u d e n t s .  T h e i r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  s h e l t e r s  a n d
d w e l l i n g s  h a s  y i e l d e d  r e m a r k a b l e  r e s u l t s ,  s h o w c a s i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  b u t  t h e i r
i n c r e d i b l e  t e a m w o r k  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n .  
A s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a s s e s s m e n t ,  o u r  Y e a r  7  s c h o l a r s  f o r m e d  s m a l l  g r o u p s  a n d  t o o k  o n  t h e
c h a l l e n g e  o f  b r i n g i n g  A b o r i g i n a l  s h e l t e r s  t o  l i f e  t h r o u g h  s c u l p t u r e .  T h e  c a t c h ?  T h e y
c o u l d  o n l y  u s e  i n d i g e n o u s  p l a n t s  t o  f a s h i o n  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e s  –  a  t r u e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  o u r
u n i q u e  A u s t r a l i a n  h e r i t a g e .  
O v e r  a  t h r i l l i n g  t w o - w e e k  s p a n ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t r a n s f o r m e d  c l a s s r o o m s  i n t o  v i b r a n t
w o r k s h o p s ,  w i t h  p e n c i l s  s k e t c h i n g ,  h a n d s  m o u l d i n g ,  a n d  m i n d s  b u z z i n g  w i t h  i d e a s .
F r o m  i n i t i a l  d e s i g n  t o  t h e  h a n d s - o n  c r e a t i o n  a n d  r e f l e c t i v e  p o n d e r i n g ,  e v e r y  s t e p  w a s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y .  
N o w ,  t h e  b i g  r e v e a l  –  t h e  o u t c o m e s  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  p r o j e c t  a r e  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  f a n t a s t i c !
T h e  s t r u c t u r e s  c r a f t e d  b y  o u r  Y e a r  7  m a e s t r o s  a r e  n o t  j u s t  s c u l p t u r e s ;  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g
t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  i m a g i n a t i o n .  T h e  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n
p o u r e d  i n t o  e a c h  c r e a t i o n  a r e  e v i d e n t ,  a n d  w e  c o u l d n ' t  b e  p r o u d e r  o f  t h e i r
a c h i e v e m e n t s .  
A  h u g e  r o u n d  o f  a p p l a u s e  f o r  o u r  Y e a r  7  s t a r s !  Y o u r  p a s s i o n ,  t e a m w o r k ,  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n
h a v e  l e f t  a n  i n d e l i b l e  m a r k  o n  o u r  s c h o o l ,  e n r i c h i n g  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d i v e r s e
c u l t u r e s  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  a  s p i r i t  o f  c r e a t i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n .  W e l l  d o n e  Y e a r  7 s  –  y o u r
b r i l l i a n c e  s h i n e s  t h r o u g h !  
K e e p  i n s p i r i n g  u s  a l l !  
A b b y  F a l z o n  ( T e a c h e r )
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For the past two years FCJ College has had the privilege to be involved with the St Vinnies Christmas appeal. In
supporting the Catholic social teaching principles of Solidarity, Common Good and Human dignity, we have
raised money from casual dress days and collected donations from our families to assist in the making of
pamper packs. 

The Youth Ministry class spent time this week preparing the packs for St Vinnies. 

A very big thank you to all of our families who once again have contributed to our fundraising initiatives this
year. 
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�l��s� �o��a�� �i�� �a��r�
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�h� �n�� �n� �i��s� �h� �o��s �a��e� �n �i�� �n�
�h��e� �l��w��g �h� �t��e��s �o �r��l�� �o��e �n�
�e��o��l��e �h��r �o��.
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The Year 8 Language Japanese class celebrated World Food Day by participating in the Onigiri Action campaign. As
part of this event, the students had the opportunity to make rice balls, also known as onigiri to support children in need.

Yr 8 Japanese
Onigiri Action

Capaign
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Year 11 Lawn Bowls

On Thursday 23 November the Year 11 students were lucky
enough to share an afternoon of lawn bowls with a group of
kind and patient local bowlers at the Benalla Bowls Club. 

A huge thank you to Julieann Richardson and Ian Hobson
from Benalla Bowls Club for arranging a weekly bowls
session during our lunch breaks that culminated in a win to
James Cooke and Joe Berry with the last bowl of the day
against Jamie Davis and Tess Walker. 

8  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3 T E R M  4  W E E K  1 0



  admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au                          36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA                                    enquiries: 5762 1222

Year 9s enjoying a
afternoon at the
pool to celebrate
their school year
prior to Headstart. 
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Year 7 Bubbles and Beach Ball Party
The Year 7 students finished the year on a high,
with a chance to celebrate and enjoy each other's
company, share food and play games at the
Garden’s Oval. True to promise, bubbles and
beach balls added extra fun to the festivities,
much to their delight.
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Food STUDIES 
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