FCJ College Benalla

Compassion, Companions, Community

Welcome from the Principal
The FCJ College Community is a welcoming and vibrant Catholic learning community, steeped in a rich history of serving the Benalla and surrounding region
for over 115 years. We are a College that continually strives for the best student
outcomes possible, by constantly reviewing our curriculum and practices along
with our strong Pastoral Care program.
FCJ College offers a comprehensive school experience to young people informed
by the scriptures, modelled on Christ’s love and intent on working in partnership
with families. Our aim is to see our students recognize that they have a part to
play in the world as persons of competence, conscience and compassion formed
in the Christian tradition. We do this by placing our trust in Jesus, our confidence
in positive relationships between students and staff, a reliance on a rigorous
expectation of personal excellence and a belief that we can all exceed our potential through diligence and courage.
An education procured at FCJ College invites our young people to consider others and not just themselves as they strive to understand their responsibility to
make the most of their gifts as part of a vibrant learning community.

Principal Ms Joanne Rock

‘Our goal is to
create graduates
that are resilient,
highly skilled,
creative and critical
thinkers who see
the need to make a
difference in the
world’

Staying well-informed of the latest Educational research and practice, we are a
learning community that is keenly aware of the 21 st century workplace skills our
young people require to succeed in their post school pathways, be it tertiary
studies or employment.
Our goal is to create graduates that are resilient, highly skilled, creative and critical thinkers who see the need to make a positive difference in the world. I am
sure you will agree after browsing our prospectus that our students are offered
rich, diverse and appealing learning experiences, where the focus is on engaging
and empowering our young people through the learning process, so that they
clearly see the learning intentions and are able to articulate what they have
learnt and need to know more about.
Yours sincerely,
Joanne Rock, Principal

Commitment to Child Safety
All students enrolled, and any child visiting FCJ
College have the right to feel safe and be safe.
The wellbeing of children in our care will always be our first priority and we have zero
tolerance to child abuse. We aim to create a
child safe and child friendly environment
where children can feel safe and are free to
enjoy life to the full without any concern for
their safety.

Identity Statement
FCJ College is a Catholic Educational Community of Companions living in faith, nurturing with
hope, serving with compassion and fostering
the unique giftedness of each person, so that
they are able to live ….. For God Always.

Commitment to Democratic Principles
FCJ College supports and promotes the principles and practice of Australian democracy, including a commitment to:



Elected government



The rule of law



Equal rights for all before the law



Freedom of religion Freedom of speech
and association



The values of openness and tolerance

Philosophy
Our philosophy is founded on the values of the Gospels, in our Catholic tradition
and especially in the charism of Marie Madeleine d’Houet, founder of the FCJ Society. Thus the culture of our faith-based community, FCJ college seeks to be characterised specifically by companionship, gentleness, justice, courage and confidence.
We are proud of the personal attention and pastoral care that we are able to offer
our students. We have a continuing program of capital improvements to provide
quality facilities.

Belief Statements
At FCJ College, we believe that:


Our welcoming community finds its inspiration in companionship with Jesus.



Each member of our community is called to witness the Gospel values of compassion, courage, integrity and hope.



Education is a partnership between the school, teachers, students and families,
which involves a curriculum that offers students an authentic avenue to prepare themselves for the challenges of life ahead.



We nurture, engage and encourage all students, in a safe, respectful and positive environment, to develop their gifts and become the best persons they can
be.



All members of our community are equally valued for their unique contribution.

Graduate Outcomes


At FCJ College, we commit to educating students to be:



People of faith, courage and integrity who live the values of compassion, honesty and justice



Confident young adults whose inner strength and positive self- belief make
them resilient in a challenging world



People who have an appreciation and respect for everyone



Members of society who have a capacity to be engaged in the community and
who demonstrate social and environmental responsibility



Adults growing in faith and an awareness of God’s love as life-long learners and
critical thinkers

Discover our educational opportunities..
An education FCJ-style invites our young people to consider others and not just
themselves as they strive to understand their responsibility to make the most of
their gifts as part of a learning community.
We aim to provide an environment where students are challenged and the learning
is enjoyable. There are many opportunities available at FCJ College – academic
achievement is promoted and participation in extra-curricular activities is encouraged. Pathways are available in combinations to provide the opportunity for each
individual child to reach their full potential.

Year 7 and 8: The focus is to expose Year 7 & 8 students to all Learning Domains, whilst ensuring their Literacy and Numeracy skills continue to develop to the
appropriate level.

Year 9: The focus of the Year 9 program will be on Project Based Learning and student engagement. A stand alone program for Year 9 students enables greater flexibility around projects and delivery of curriculum. The Year 9 students use the new
Flexible Learning Space in the Victoire Building.

Year 10: Students study English , Mathematics, Science, Humanities, RE, Positive
Education , Health & PE plus a range of core electives in preparation for senior
school pathways, be it VCE or VCAL.

Year 11 & 12: Students are offered a wide range of subjects and can tailor a program to match student interests and career aspirations. This can be by completing
the VCE or VCAL program which can also incorporate VET and School Based Apprenticeships.

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is a qualification designed for students in Years 11 and 12 that is recognized around the world. It is a valuable pathway to university study, Technical and
Further Education (TAFE) and the world of work. It is also possible to do a vocational certificate (VCE VET) or a school-based apprenticeship (SBA) or traineeship within
the VCE.

Vocational Education and Training (VET) in the VCE & VCAL Vocational
Education and Training (VET) in VCE & VCAL VET programs can contribute towards a
student’s satisfactory completion of the VCE or VCAL and they also give the students a nationally recognized vocational qualification. VCE VET programs are available with a scored option for those wanting to include this course as part of their
ATAR. All VET courses provide students with pathways to university, TAFE, further
training and the workplace and include job training such as music, agriculture,
building and construction, multimedia, business, engineering and other fields.

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Victorian Certificate of
Applied Learning (VCAL) Some students enjoy hands-on learning activities and the
chance to obtain practical industry-related experience. VCAL is a high quality option
for Years 11 and 12 students who want a flexible study program that suits their particular learning needs, interests and goals.
VCAL is available at 3 different certificate levels (Foundation, Intermediate and Senior), each of which have four compulsory strands: Literacy and Numeracy Skills,
Work Related Skills, Industry Specific Skills & Personal Development Skills.

VCAL is available at 3 different certificate levels (Foundation, Intermediate and Senior), each of which have four compulsory strands: Literacy and Numeracy Skills,
Work Related Skills, Industry Specific Skills & Personal Development Skills.

‘We aim to provide
an environment
where students are
challenged and the
learning is
enjoyable’

At FCJ College our VCAL course allows students to work with a small group of teachers and delivers a project based program that integrates learning into real life situations. Students have the flexibility to work within a personalised learning program
that works to teach through areas of interest for individual and groups of students.
Students also have access to the Philippines Immersion program which is running for
the first time in 2017 and which we hope to run every two years. This immersion
offers the opportunity to put their learning into practice and build personal and
leadership skills for the future through an integrated VCAL course available at all
certificate levels.

School-Based Apprenticeships (SBA) The SBA program enables students to
have the best of both worlds. They can participate in paid employment (part-time),
while completing their 12 years of schooling.
Available to students as part of their VCE or VCAL, school-based apprenticeships
assist students in making a successful transition from school to further training, education or work. They provide multiple pathways to employment, on-the-job training,
TAFE and university.

Facilities
FCJ students can realise their potential in the broadest of settings, whether it is in
the classroom, on stage, the sports field, in the many outdoor education programs
or within our Language Centre, Trade Training Centre or Flexible Learning Space.
Our status as a non-government school allows us as a community to shape our own
destiny.

Discover our extra-curricular activities...
FCJ College recognises extra curricular activities are an important element of our
students’ wellbeing. Our focus is on students striving to perform to the best of
their ability, whatever that may be. We promote this through the running and
participation in a wide range of sports, performing arts, chess club, tournament
of minds and community related activities catering for a variety of abilities.
The College offers involvement in sport at an intra-school, inter-school, regional
and state level in a number of sports. FCJ College is a member of School Sports
Victoria which provides a wide range of opportunities to compete.
Performing Arts Evenings, School Production, lunchtime concerts, masses and
community events also provide opportunities for students to display their talents.
Students can also participate in rock bands and contemporary ensembles and
community projects such as ’Let’s Find Our Voice’.
Private tuition is also available during school time for various musical instruments.

Activities include:


Athletics Carnival



Swimming Carnival



School Sport Victoria



Netball



Football



Basketball



Soccer



Chess Club



Tournament of Minds



School Production



Performing Arts Evenings



Equestrian



Golf



Let’s Find Our Voice



Tennis



Debating



Maths Competitions



Science Competitions



School Masses



Cricket



Fundraising activities



Youth Ministry

Discover our camps and excursions...
FCJ College is committed to the development of the whole person: the intellectual, emotional, physical, moral, spiritual and social growth of each student. To
support this development we offer students opportunities to participate in a
range of co-curricular activities. Students are encouraged to participate in activities designed to cater for diverse interests and abilities. The programs offered
provide opportunities for student leadership, decision-making and problem solving.
Students are offered a chance to enjoy a learning experience outside the classroom. Many camps/excursions are offered at different year levels, each with a
specific educational or social purpose.

Discover cultural immersion...
FCJ College offers various cultural immersion trips such as:


French Immersion Trip



Central Australia Trip



Japan Trip—Sacred Heart College Tokyo



Phillipines Immersion



Sacred Heart College Tokyo visit to FCJ College



World Youth Day (Poland 2016, Brazil 2013, Spain 2011)

Discover our enhancement opportunities..

‘We are committed to
providing a range of
experiences that
respond to the needs
and abilities of all
individuals.’

At FCJ College we believe in the importance of the individual and the uniqueness
of each student. We are committed to providing a range of experiences that respond to the needs and abilities of all individuals. All students need to be challenged to reach achievable goals.
Acceleration and extension programs are developed for students requiring greater
challenge in some key learning areas. A number of initiatives have been developed to assist our students strive for academic excellence.


Tailored Mathematics groups at Year 10, with opportunity for movement between groups



Year 10 students studying a VCE Unit 1&2 subject



Year 11 students studying a VCE Unit 3&4 subject



Distance education courses



Further enhancement of individual students in all classes as required

Other opportunities for enhancement exist with:


Tournament of Minds



Australian Schools Subject Competitions – Maths, Science.



Debating Competitions

Meeting special needs..


Assistance is provided to students through the following initiatives:



Numeracy & Literacy Diagnostic Testing



Identification and support of students who are academically ‘at risk’



Modification of the Curriculum



Personal Learning Plans and Behavioural Plans organised in consultation with
students, families and support staff.



Regular support meetings between teachers, students and family members.



Resources & Support for Class Teachers



Classroom Support from Education Support Unit



Direct Instruction Teaching where necessary

Discover our Leadership opportunities..
FCJ College offers students a range of opportunities to develop leadership skills
throughout their time at the college. Not only can they develop their skills in
public speaking, organisation and people management but they develop confidence which comes from actively participating in a range of school events.
Students work with specialist staff members to plan and run events such as
sports days, Founders Day, activities with feeders schools, performing arts
events and school masses. Part of the students role also involves speaking at
school assemblies and assisting in planning an event and seeing it through to
fruition.
Each year the College Captains attend a student Leadership Camp in Canberra.
Students will be participate in a range of activities including an invitation Parliament House, visiting The Australian Institute of Sport, Questacon and The Ian
Potter Technology Centre.

Student Leadership positions exist in
different areas of interest such as:


Student Representative Council
(SRC)



Social Justice & Environment



Sports



Music & Arts



College Captains & Vice Captains



House Captains

FCJ COLLEGE BENALLA
PO Box 123
BENALLA VIC 3672
Phone: 03 57 621 222
Email: admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
Please contact the college office to arrange a tour.

