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Term 4 - 13 November
Principal’s Reflection - Joanne Rock
We are more than half way through Term
4 and the learning and industry on display
around the College is testament to that fact.
The students have only four weeks left of the
school year in which to complete all their
learning tasks and prepare for their final examinations. There is still much to be done, but
with our staff and students working collaboratively, we are confident it will all be completed.
Our Year 12 students started the VCE examination period on
a very positive note with the English examination on Tuesday.
They are progressing though their final examinations incident
free. Let us hope and pray they are all rewarded for the effort
they have put into their studies over the year. I am so proud
of their ‘can do’ attitude and focus on what needs to be done.
On 11 November, the College community stopped to acknowledge Remembrance Day and those who have lost their lives
in past and present conflicts in the defence of our freedom
and country. This year, we had to acknowledge this day in our
Pastoral groups, rather than as a whole school assembly. This
did not take away from the event whatsoever, with the students
showing their respect by placing poppies under our Australian
flag, which was flown at half mast. The field of poppies that
resulted was a meaningful reminder of the significance of this
day, not just for us, but the world.
We have finally been able to commence our student leaders
selection process for 2021. Whilst this is later than usual, we
will still be able to complete the process in time for the announcement of our 2021 student leadership team before the
end of the year. This is one of the annual highlights I have in my
role, as I am always blown away by the quality of the young
people putting themselves forward to play a leadership role
at the College.

Photograph by Sandra Greed

We are well into the planning of our programs for 2021, which
we base on our student numbers. Recently, every family was
asked to let us know your intentions for 2021 in relation to
your children’s enrolment status. Thank you to the vast majority
of parents that responded so promptly. This data allows us to
budget for and plan programs with confidence. If you have not
let us know yet whether your child/ren will be returning, please
contact the office at your earliest convenience. This would be
greatly appreciated.
Finally, the multi-purpose hall building project continues to tick
away, still on time for completion before Christmas. As each
section of the facility reaches completion, the quality of this
build is becoming clearer. I cannot wait to open it up for our
school community, early in 2021.
Take care and stay well.
Joanne Rock
Principal

Photograph by student Riley Mayes
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Calendar

Private Music Tuition @ FCJ

Sue Ciantar

NOVEMBER
16
24-27
30

MMusStud,
Dip MusT, ATMusA, Dip Biochem

STUDENT FREE DAY - Staff PL Day
Year 11 Exams
Year 11 Feedback Day

Piano Teacher

DECEMBER
1-4
4
7-9
10
17
18
30

Year 12 Heads Up Program
Year 11 Students Final Day
Year 7-10 Exams
Year 7-10 Students Final Day
Teachers final day
College Office Closes
VCE results released to students

JANUARY
20
27
28
28-29
29

College Office Opens
Staff commence
Year 12 students commence
Year 12 Retreat
Year 7 students commence

FEBRUARY
1
3-5
8

Year 8, 9, 10 & 11 students commence
Year 7 Camp
Dux Assembly & Luncheon

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

Piano lessons for all ages.
Enquiries welcome.

Telephone: 0418 320 472
Email: mscian@me.com

Guitar Lessons

Acoustic
Nylon
Electric guitar
AMEB grades.

Ms Nada Lupo

Bachelor of Arts (music major) LaTrobe University Grad Dip
Ed (University Of Melbourne)

Enquiries: 5762 1222

or see Sue at the FCJ Front Office
Spaces are available for guitar lessons. If interested,
please leave your name and contact details at the
front office.
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ARTS NEWS!!
VCE SHOWCASE 2020
Congratulations to the Year 12 Studio Art class whose final artworks are currently being exhibited online
with other North East students in the Annual VCE Showcase Exhibition. This exhibition is normally installed in the Benalla Regional Art Gallery, however, due to its closure during the Corona Virus pandemic,
the exhibition was forced to take place online.
We thank the Benalla Regional Art Gallery Director Eric Nash and the Curator of this exhibition, Shanley
Cleeland for their support of creative youth in the visual arts.
To view the final artworks and read the artist statements, please follow the link below.
https://benallaartgallery.com.au/vce-showcase-2020/

MACKILLOP ART EXHIBITION
The annual Sandhurst MacKillop Art Exhibition has now been launched online with the awards announcements from Paul Desmond.
Congratulations to the following students from FCJ College Benalla whose artworks were selected to be
exhibited this year alongside other students from the Sandhurst Diocese. Make sure you get online and view
all the works from the different primary and secondary schools from the Sandhurst Diocese.
You can even vote for your favourite artwork in the People’s Choice Award (before 29 November).

https://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au/
Pia Salvadori
Julia Vidler
Zoe Burke
Makayla Murphy
Ben Milner
Aadarsh Deo
Abby Hammond
Ellen Sambell
Kelsey Scriven

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 12s enjoying their final English class

Ms Fletcher’s Year
12 English group
enjoying their final
class.

Final Biology Class for 2020
As the Year 12 students sat
their VCAA exams, the Year 11
students celebrated their final
Biology class with a lovely spread
of homemade biology themed
cupcakes and biscuits.
See if you can spot the licorice
DNA, smarty enzymes and mint
leaf representations of photosynthesis.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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A random act of kindness

It is so nice to know that our students show their courageous, thoughtful
and caring traits outside of the school. When one of our Year 7 students,
Brayden Quattrochi fell from his bike on the main bridge onto the path
of oncoming traffic, one of our more seniour students, Catriona DoyleHill, who witnessed the fall raced over to his aide to ensure that he was
out of harms way and render her assistance.
A brave gesture and a lovely act of kindness was recognised by
Brayden's family who gave Catriona a box of chocolates as a token
for their thanks and appreciation.

Positive Education Day - 4 November

Year 7 students
writing positive
messages and
drawing happy
images around
the school as
part of the Positive Education
Day celebrations.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 11 Psychology - Amazing Race

In Year 11 Psychology, we began our exam revision classes with an
Amazing Race around our school.
Teams raced to find QR codes with questions relating to Unit 1 Psychology course content. These questions, along with team challenges proved
to be a fun and engaging activity in the beautiful sunshine.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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The role of neurons and brain on taste and smell
In Year 9 Science, we have been focusing on psychology. We have learnt about
the parts of the brain, their functions and neurons and we did experiments
on modelling neurons using different items and labelled the parts with functions on a poster paper. We also completed a taste and smell experiment on
tasting food. When we had our eyes closed and our nose blocked, it was harder to identify what we were tasting. When we used more of our senses, both
sight and smell, it was much easier for us to recognise the foods, which was
really interesting. We tried different foods including salt and vinegar chips,
mint lollies, cooking chocolate, jellybeans, cocktail onions, vegemite and so on.
This taught us that with all the senses, more neurons travel to our brain
giving the taste of the foods and that the olfactory system and taste buds
work together to provide a sensation that is usually perceived as “taste”.
Abby Hammond and Hannah Kubeil

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Micro organisms and cells
In Year 7 Science this week, we prepared wet mounts and observed swimming microorganisms (Paramecium, Amoeba and so on) using cavity slides for microscopes.
We then made labelled models of animal and plant cells. We got to use a variety of different materials to make the model cell structure. The things that we used included play dough, pipe cleaners, wire,
plasticine, beads, glue, buttons, polystyrene balls and modelling clay. We were learning the build of the
different cells and how they worked.

By Jade Rau and Elizabeth Ireland

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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The Themes of FCJ Education
In June 2013, representatives from the FCJ Province of
Europe and schools in Britain and Jersey produced a
booklet “FCJ Education, Our Vision and Values”. I have
based this article on that publication, the wisdom of
Marie Madeleine, the teachings of Jesus and the vision
of FCJ Education internationally. The values and themes
explored below are special treasures of FCJ Education and
are timeless reminders of what matters most in life.
I thirst: Contemplating the crucifix on the feast of the
Sacred Heart, Marie Madeleine is permeated by the “I
Thirst” she sees revealed there, and in her own words: “I
offered myself to God with my whole heart for all that he
asked of me”.
https://www.fcjsisters.org/our-story/marie-madeleine/
Courage and confidence: ‘Never give way to discouragement. Courage and confidence! Let that be our motto’.
Marie Madeleine.
Compassion literally means to suffer together. It is the feeling that arises when confronted by another’s suffering you
feel motivated to relieve that suffering.
www.greatergood.berkeley.edu>topic
Gentleness enables us to keep calm and to control our words and actions within the boundaries of justice, reason and
love.
Zest for Life: Young people are able to grow into their best selves, with zest for life, through the grace of God working
within them
Excellence: Marie Madeleine wrote consistently about the ideal of excellence. She believed that aspiring to achieve
our personal best was an expression of gratitude for the generous gifts of God.
Dignity: Each person, made in the image of God, has inherent dignity. Relationships in FCJ schools should be characterised by dignity and respect.
Justice: The promotion of justice challenges us to live in right relationship with God, self and others.
Faith Hope and Love: ‘Love is patient, kind, does not envy or boast, is not irritable or resentful; it rejoices in goodness
and truth…………..And now faith, hope and love abide, these three, and the greatest of these is love’. I Corinthians 13:
4-6, 13
Hope inspires and enables us to persevere in the face of difficulties and empowers us grow into the fullness of life.
Faithful: firm and unchanging in your friendship with or support for a person or organisation, or your belief in your
principles. www.dictionary.cambridge.au
Companionship: The women in the Gospels, who were the first companions of Jesus, inspire FCJ companionship. This
quality of companionship is evident when we work together in an atmosphere of support and love.
Jesus, the human face of God, invites everyone into friendship. Marie Madeleine responded to this invitation choosing to be His Faithful Companion, sharing an eternal journey.

Jane Branigan
RE Teacher
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Catholic Education in Benalla
This year marks 120 years of Catholic education in
Benalla. FCJ College is steeped in history and tradition.
SCHOOL BADGE & MOTTO
The school badge consists of a shield flanked by two
laurel branches. The shield represents faith in God,
the laurel branches victory through the power of God.
The words beneath the crest carry the school motto
Latin words, “Pro Deo Semper” – For God Always.
The school badge and motto was chosen in 1907 by
the Sisters. The school colours - blue, brown and gold
were chosen at a similar time. More effectively, the
badge and motto identified the students of the College and supplied an outward sign of the very reason
for the establishment of the school.
REGISTRATION
On 30 December 1906, Mother Berchmans Hughes,
as the Principal, completed and signed the Certificate
of Registration of a School. The address of the school
was given as Convent FCJ Benalla. The classification
was stated as Secondary, Primary and sub Primary.
The College was re-registered as a Secondary School
in 1918.
SANITARY SYSTEM
The installation of the school’s sanitary system predated the town’s sewerage system by many years.
Unfortunately the town suffered severely from outbreaks of typhus, a disease spread in insanitary conditions. So when the septic tank system became
available the FCJ Community resolved to improve the
sanitary conditions at the school and Convent. Their
action was consequently held up to the town, by Benalla Shire President, as a fine example for other institutions to follow.
ELECTRICITY
It was in the 1880s that the people of Benalla were
first stunned by the brilliance of electric light. The
demonstration of electric light was part of an evening’s entertainment offered at the Shire Hall by a
touring company. But it was not until 1920, nearly
forty years later, that electric wiring, lights and hot
water system with associated pipes and taps were installed at the Convent. However there was no electricity supplied. It was not until 1923 that the power was
connected to Benalla. When the school re-opened in
February 1923, the electric light had been installed
in every room, passage and balcony. What a boon to
be able to dispense with lanterns, bits of candle and
matches.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

TELEPHONE
The advantages of quick communication over distance are self-evident. For the culturally isolated FCJ
Benalla Community, the greatest advantage was a
quick linkage to other members of the FCJ Order in
Melbourne. Indeed, after commenting in The Annals
for 1923 on the commencement of the electricity
supply, the remark was made “The connection of the
telephone a little later, made us feel quite city-like”.
Lyn Tanner
FCJ College Archivist
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13/11/2020
Remembrance Day: a day for reflection and giving thanks. We celebrate this day in the library to
remember all those people who have given their all for the freedom of our home. Brave soldiers
who gave their lives, medical personnel who gave their expertise, people at home that kept our
country running. So much to be thankful for and so important to keep their memories alive.
Lest we forget:

Five word Horror story: as a bit of fun this week, I ran a competition to see who could create a
horror story in five words. The response was colossal, with over 100 entries. I could not decide on a
top three, so we went to a top five. The winner was Angus McWilliam from Year 7 with his entry:
“Choose how you die!”. His first prize was a beautiful handcrafted pen, kindly created and donated
by a new staff member, Mrs Carolyn Mackenzie. Other prize winners were 2nd place: Ruby Jackson
(Yr 8), and joint 3rd place: Abbie Cooke (Yr 8), Abby Ogden (Yr 8) and Malachi Burgess (Yr 8). Thanks
to all those who participated.

Happy reading
Mrs Keady

Youth Employment
Program
The Working for Victoria Youth Employment Program
is an opportunity for young people to gain experience
in the Victorian public service. Up to 800 young people
will have the opportunity to get a ‘foot in the door’
and develop skills for the future.
Young people are among the most severely
impacted by the economic downturn – a larger
proportion of people aged under 30 are losing
work and it is likely to take longer for them
to find a new job.
That’s why the Youth Employment Program is
supporting unemployed young people to find work.

What kind of work is available?
Up to 800 6-12 month jobs will be available
across Victorian government departments and
agencies. The jobs are in both metro and regional
areas and will include administrative assistants,
project support officers, quality and safeguarding
officers, guest services officers, operations officer
and vegetation officers.
As roles become available, they will be advertised
on Working for Victoria’s online jobs platform.

Training, support and development
Each participant will undertake a short training
course in Public Sector Administration, which
provides an introduction to working in the public
service. In addition to general supervision,
participants will be provided job-preparation,
mentoring and post-placement support to
enhance their future employment opportunities.

Who is eligible?
These roles are open to Victorians who are:
•

aged between 17 and 29 years
at the time of application

•

unemployed

•

eligible to be employed
by the Victorian Government.

What is Working for Victoria?
The Youth Employment Program is part of the
Working for Victoria initiative, which helps Victorians,
including people who have lost their jobs as a
result of coronavirus (COVID-19), find paid work that
supports our community.
Working for Victoria helps jobseekers to find work and
employers find workers fast.

How can young people apply for
the Youth Employment Program?
To view and apply for roles candidates must
register as a jobseeker on the Working for
Victoria online jobs platform. To register visit
vic.gov.au/workingforvictoria.
From there, young people can provide information
about job preferences, location, skills and experience.

DJPR_13184_09/20

Jobs will be advertised as they become available.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

The Future Self is a new creative
writing workshop empowering the
self identity and future resilience of
students in an era of bushfires, the
pandemic, and climate change.
1. Craig shares with students his
experience of losing creative work in
the fires and how he has expressed his
self identity through creativity.
2. Students work solo or in groups to
create a mind map that promotes the
positives of their self-identity and
natural world in the events of 2020.
3. Students are shown dynamic short
creative writing techniques with Craig,
expressing feelings in creative forms.

THE FUTURE SELF

Creative Writing
for Self Identity
“Craig is an outstanding talent who transformed the
connections of the youth and people of Benambra with
their natural landscape into a meaningful narrative. Craig
has a genuine ability to capture exquisite content from
people of all ages whilst taking them on an unforgettable
journey into the world of literature.”
– Dean Jones, Project Manager, ‘Released from the Wild’

4. Students will publish their work in
a virtual space, also sharing their work
with youth from Young Somerset, UK.

The 2 hour workshops are $300
available via Zoom or $400 live
at your school or shire inc. travel.
Bookings: craig@craigdent.com.au
The Future Self explores 3 themes of
Self-Identity, Empowered Imagination, and
Creative Expression. It relates to Creating
Literature within the English curriculum.
The Creative Writer
Craig Dent has a Bachelor of Arts in
Professional Writing, a Bachelor of
Teaching in English, and a Bachelor of
Educational Studies.
He has been 3 times funded by the
Literature Board of the Australia Council
for the Arts.
Craig had Creative Learning Partnership
residency with Creative Victoria in 2019.
He has been funded in 2020 by
Regional Arts Victoria, for developing
creative workshops in schools in 2021.

5. The new writing created can form
the basis of future self identity and
authentic character development for
the VCE.

Craig has published over 10 books,
as has had 5 residencies in schools.

https://craigdent.csu.domains/craigdent/

Virtual Records is an empowering
creative workshop for secondary
students, who will create their
own 45RPM single sleeve format.

The 2 hour workshops are $350
available via Zoom or $450 live
at your school or shire inc. travel.
Bookings: craig@craigdent.com.au

1. Students work solo or in groups to
create a fictional music act or one that
promotes self-identity, in any genre.

Virtual Records explores 3 themes of
Self-Identity, Empowered Imagination, and
Creative Expression within Music & Visual
Communication Design curriculums.
The Creative Writer & The Visual Artist

2. Students create their own front
cover sleeve art for their 45 single
with illustrator, Lauren Habarow.
3. Students are shown lyric writing
techniques with writer, Craig Dent,
and create lyrics for the reverse side
of their 45 cover sleeve.
4. Students will publish their work in
a virtual space, also sharing 45’s with
youth from Young Somerset, UK.

https://craigdent.csu.domains/craigdent/

“Craig Dent has been very supportive with my music and
has provided opportunities to better myself. Craig has
always supported creativity as a mode of self expression
in our rural area.” - Chelsea Knight

Craig Dent has a Bachelor of Arts in
Professional Writing, Bachelor of
Teaching in English, and Bachelor of
Educational Studies. He had a residency
with Creative Victoria in 2019, and has
been funded by Regional Arts
Victoria in 2020.
Lauren Habarow has an
Advanced Diploma in Visual Arts.
She has illustrated 3 books with Craig,
as well as enthralling students via their
series of school & shire workshops.
Lauren is currently studying her
Certificate 4 in Education Support.

CLASSROOM TEACHER
(1.0 FTE – 2021 - possibility of ongoing)
Are you a passionate and engaged teacher looking to join an innovative and
flexible learning space with the aim to support young people (years 7 to 12)?
An exciting opportunity exists at Borinya Wangaratta Community Partnership
for a full-time Teacher, fixed term for the 2021 school year, with the
possibility of ongoing employment.
The role offers the opportunity to take on a new challenge in your teaching
career, enjoy a diverse work environment and make a real difference to
young people’s lives through creative and supportive teaching practices
during a period of time when they may be struggling with social or emotional
challenges or when mainstream school isn’t meeting their needs.
Experience in delivering literacy and numeracy curricular in a primary school
setting would be an advantage, with the successful applicant requiring a
demonstrated commitment to the wellbeing, safety and respect of young
people within a Catholic educational community.
For further information, a tour of our facilities, or an application pack please
contact Borinya on 03 5721 2174 or email principal@borinya.catholic.edu.au.
Please forward your application, including a cover letter, resume and two
professional referees to principal@borinya.catholic.edu.au
Applications close Friday 13th November, 2020
www.borinya.catholic.edu.au
Facebook

FINANCE/ADMINISTRATION OFFICER
ONGOING -PART-TIME (0.6 FTE)
Are you a suitably qualified or experienced Finance/Administration
officer looking for a part-time role in a diverse, collaborative and
supportive environment? Borinya Wangaratta Community Partnership
is a flexible learning space for young people in years 7 to 12.
Borinya is looking for the right individual to join the team to support
the Business Manager and Principal, through undertaking a range of
finance and administrative duties. This position will commence 27th
January, 2021.
Accountancy qualifications/skills would be highly regarded but not
essential, with the successful candidate displaying enthusiasm, good
work ethic and attitude, along with high level organisation and time
management skills. A Working with Children Check is required.
Working hours are 8.30am – 4.30pm, with days to be negotiated.
For further information, a tour of our facilities, or to obtain a position
description and application form please phone Carole Breust, the
Business Manager, on 03 5721 2174 or email
admin@borinya.catholic.edu.au
Applications close Friday, 13th November, 2020
www.borinya.catholic.edu.au
Facebook

