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Term 2 - 29 June
Acting Principal’s Reflection - Joseph Mount
Excerpt from assembly
speech on 29 June.

Good afternoon staff, students and our friends and
guests from the Philippines in our scholars Michelle, Sherlita, Jap, May
Rose, Jeremey, Lovely
plus chaperones in Rigil and Gail, we also
welcome our organiser Samuel to FCJ College Benalla. We are honoured to have you
here and we hope you enjoy the hospitality
of our community. You have a home here at
FCJ College Benalla. We must mention Daniel Kuzeff, a familiar face to the FCJ College
Benalla, he is an apology today as last night
he had to catch a plane to Timor Leste and
he sends his regards to everyone here.
The College’s theme for 2018 is Faith, Hope
and Love. The theme for today’s assembly is
the second of these: Hope.
Before I address the virtue of hope directly, I
ask you to think of a person who you may describe as being ‘hope filled’ or an aspect of
your life which provides you with a sense of
hope or, as the great scholar Thomas Aquinas describes hope, a future good. Where
do you see a future good in your life or in the
life of those around you?
Something that I always find hope within, is
a card or a hand written letter from a family member or friend in the mail. While other
more convenient forms of communication
such as email or text message are more
frequent, the sentiments within a card or
letter are particularly personal. Holding that
envelope brings a sense that a future good
is ahead.
To identify who
the letter is for,
the envelope always has the title
of the person and
their address on
the front – hand
writing indicates
it is from a human being not a
machine.

Wonderful. When you turn the
envelope over, the title and address of the person sending the
letter is on the back. This can
give a clue as to who wrote the
letter. We were taught to write
your name and address on the
back of the envelope just in case
the letter could not find who it
was supposed to go to and the
mail could be returned to the
original owner.
Sometimes, mischievous letter
writers would be very specific in their return
address. For example:
If one of the students from FCJ College sent
a hope filled letter to our friend “Lovely Villegas” who lived in AMCOP Village Malbago.
When she turned the envelope over she
would see:
Name – let’s say it was Mr Charles Schutlz.
Then address: c/o FCJ College, Arundel
Street, Benalla, Victoria, Australia, Southern
Hemisphere, the world, earth/third planet
from sun, solar system, Milky way galaxy,
the universe.
Lovely would open this hope filled letter, read
it and reply.
The back of her envelope would read:
Miss Lovely Villegas, AMCOP Village, Malbago, Bantayan Island, Cebu, Philippines,
Northern Hemisphere, the word, earth/ third
planet from sun, solar system, milky way galaxy, the universe.
The cycle of hope is found in the interaction
with one another – within the letters created
from genuine goodwill for the other. A future
good.
In 1977, the Voyager space probe began its
voyage from the third planet from the sun
and begun its journey to beyond our solar
system and further into the milky way - it is
still working and travelling and is the furthest
space craft from earth. The Voyager’s purpose was to act as a recording device and
send images and other information back to
earth. It was the result of our curiosity. As the
Voyager was passing Saturn and recording
amazing images, a scientist, an astronomer,
named Carl Sagan convinced NASA to turn
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the camera around and look back to earth.
NASA were not convinced it was worthwhile
to change the programmed routine – imagine how much work would go into such
a change. Eventually, NASA gave in and
took an image of earth from Saturn 6 billion
kilometres away. This image is known as the
Pale Blue Dot. The dot as small as one pixel
in the vastness of space – just seen within
beams of light reflected by the camera.
In a speech to university graduates Carl Sagan said: “Our planet is a lonely speck in the
great enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity – in all this vastness – there is no hint
that help will come from elsewhere to save
us from ourselves. It is up to us. It’s been
said that astronomy is a humbling, and I
might add, a character-building experience.
To my mind, there is perhaps no better demonstration of the folly of human conceits than
this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it
underscores our responsibility to deal more
kindly and compassionately with one another
and to preserve and cherish that pale blue
dot, the only home we’ve ever known.”
How does this image make you feel? Does
anything resonate with you when you heard
the words from Carl Sagan? Where is God in
this image?
Another astro physicist and current NASA
scientist who works in Australia, Mrs Jennifer
Wiseman, said, on a recent ABC podcast,
this knowledge makes her feel ‘significant.’
“The more I study the universe the more I feel
a sense of awe and enriches my understanding of the God that I believe in. Many people
say, ironically, does the size of the universe
make you feel insignificant?
enquiries: 5762 1222

No, significance does not have to come from
our position in this amazing universe, but
through being able to study and recognise
the history of the universe, it helps to have a
sense of gratitude and significance of these
God given gifts and the value of life as being
precious. Faith interacts with the privilege of
studying the universe.”
Interesting words: Through knowledge of
the universe we can realise our own significance and the significance of those around
us. Finding significance is finding a future
good – hope.
Sagan talked of ‘dealing with each other
compassionately’ – this requires getting to
know someone and their struggles. It requires identifying and inspiring hope in another. I would suggest that seeing the hope
in one another we develop intimacy (not just
belonging or connecting but deeper than
that) and in turn a love for one another. As
Christians, we believe that we are all made
in the likeness and image of God – seeing
hope in one another is easy if you really look.
Humanitarianism evolves from this love.
This brings us back to our original question: Who in your life would you describe
as a hope filled person? Where do you see
hope, a future good, in your life or in the life
of those around you?

Hope can be found in every story you will
hear today from our school captains as they
reflect on the term; as every story relies on
intimacy with another.
Hope can be found in the shared experience
of singing in unison – such as the recent
Lets Find Our Voice concert. To sing as a
choir requires empathy, control and human
connection.
Hope can be inspired through a smile or an
outstretched hand ready greet you. A future
good to come.
Hope is found in a small gesture of kindness;
such as last Wednesday when I witnessed
Charlotte Jacques, Emily Griffiths, Benjamin
Pyke and Anushree Vashishta about to get
on the bus at the end of the day and they
stopped, turned around and guided 3 young
St Joseph’s students on to the bus before
them. Those things make my day – and I
was only an observer – I bet those primary
school kids felt cared for.
Hope is found in the small things: the
“thanks for the term” to your teacher on the
way out of the school grounds today; “Have
a great break” to your bus driver who gets
you to and from school safely each day;
“‘Can I help you with that?” to a parent, a
friend, a guardian – a stranger in need.
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Hope is found in walking next to someone –
with feelings of goodwill.
Hope is found in praying for someone doing
it tough. Hold on pain ends.
Hope is found in generosity of spirit. I welcome friend of the college, Mr Ray Schintler
from Benalla Bus Lines, to our assembly
today and acknowledge his generous donation of bus hire for the week to assist in the
travel arrangements for our young scholars
from the Philippines. Would you join with me
in thanking Ray.
One of my all time favourite authors, Frenchman, Emile Zola sums it up well when he
describes hope as being active. He writes:
The artist is nothing without the gift, but the
gift is nothing without work.
Hope becomes a verb through our actions
in service and solidarity and in the way we
love each other – in the way we see God in
one another. Remembering that, ‘We are all
made in likeness and image of God.’ God
lives in you and in the person next to you.
Hope lives in you and the person next to
you.
I wish you and yours a safe and hope filled
winter break.
Joseph Mount
Faith, Hope and Love (2018)

enquiries: 5762 1222

UNIFORM SHOP

Calendar

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

July

Please note the uniform shop
WILL NOT
be open in the school holidays.

16

Term 3 Commences

19

State Cross Country

23

Yr 11 Central Australia 2019 Meeting - 5pm

23

Info Night - Yr 11 into Yr 12 (2019) - 6pm

23

Info Night - Yr 8 into Yr 9 (2019) - 7pm

24

Student Free Day

Private Music Tuition @ FCJ

Sue Ciantar

August
3

Student Free Day

7

Yr 7 Enrolment Interviews

7

Whole School Assembly

11

Youth Mass

14

ICAS Maths

14

Yr 7 Enrolment Interviews

16

Founders Day

17

Stronger Rally

MMusStud,
Dip MusT, ATMusA, Dip Biochem

Piano Teacher
Piano lessons for all ages.
Enquiries welcome.

Telephone: 0418 320 472
Email: mscian@me.com

BISHOP JOSEPH GRECH SCHOLARSHIP
MAY COOKE

May Cooke is the recipient
of this year’s $1,000 Bishop
Joseph Grech Scholarship.
She was awarded this honour
because of her application
detailing her plan to use the
funds towards her trip to the
Philippines next year.

Ms Nada Lupo

Enquiries: 5762 1222

or see Sue at the FCJ Front Office

Office Hours 8:00am - 4:30pm
Phone 5762 1222
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

Acoustic
Nylon
Electric guitar
AMEB grades.

Bachelor of Arts (music major) LaTrobe University Grad Dip
Ed (University Of Melbourne)
Spaces are available for guitar lessons in Term 1. If interested, please leave your name and contact details
at the front office.

Whilst in the Philippines May
will be working to contributing to building a village in this
very poor country.

FRONT OFFICE

Guitar Lessons

follow us on facebook
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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What’s Happening in Year 10
Year 10 – the term it was!
It has been a busy for everyone, in year 10 we thought
we would give you snippets into the term for us.
Sporting involvement
Term 2 has another busy term in sport for the year
10’s. Starting off with the Round Robin Tournament.
Year 10’s for Male’s and Female’s had the choices of
Football, Netball and Soccer and travelled to Shepparton and Seymour to Compete. All teams participated
and showed off their skills whilst having fun.
On Wednesday the 20th of June, 17 Sport and Rec
Students including myself, accompanied by Mr Morgan travelled to Winton Motor Race way for the day.
We attended the Hume Cross Country and marshalled
runners around the track for 16 races. The day was
a massive success for FCJ with having multiple runners qualify for the next stage in Melbourne. Thanks to
Mr Morgan for organising these very popular sporting
events. - Nathan Davies
Tyson Cromie – Travelled to Queensland for The
Australian Open for Lawn Bowls
On Friday 8 June, I flew to Coolangatta Airport to embark on my Journey for the 2018 Australian Open. The
Australian Open is the world’s biggest Lawn Bowls
tournament with over $200,000 in prize money. The
event goes for a fun filled, action packed two weeks.
On Sunday the 10th I played the Open Age Men’s
Singles sectional, winning all my 3 games and winning the section. Then on the Wednesday, I played
the Men’s Pairs Sectional, where I encountered many
new experiences including playing against overseas
players, being live streamed with cameras all around,
as well as playing against a 2018 Commonwealth
Games Gold Medallist. The following day we played
the Men’s Fours Sectional round where we won our
3 sectional games making it through to the knock out
rounds the next day. On the Friday, we once again
played the fours but in the knock out rounds - just going down, meaning we were out of the fours competition. Once again, playing men’s singles in the knock
out stages and once again losing in the first knockout
round but gaining $50 for making my section. Finally, I
played the Men’s Under 18 singles were I had to face
another tough opponent being the South Australian
Under 18 and Open Age current Singles Champion,
where he prevailed the victor and won the section.
However, I did manage to win the other 2 games in
the section. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and
met some great people and some of the best players
in the world both past and present.
COMMUNITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES

Holocaust Trip
Everyone was stood outside in the brisk morning air
waiting for the bus to arrive and it did right on time. As
soon as the doors opened the year 10's (me included)
rushed onto the bus to save their seat and after everyone fumbling around we set off to Melbourne. Everyone around me was excited for a day out of school and
we all were filling the bus up with chatter and questionable singing. We arrived at our first stop which was the
synagogue, we were greeted by Rabbi Figdoor a kind
man who told us all about the synagogue and how it
worked, he told us about many things like the strict
diet Jewish people have to follow (You can't mix milk
and meat eg. you can't have a cheese burger). Rabbi
Figdoor was a very funny man and was very engaging. We waved farewell to Rabbi Figdoor and headed
off to the highlight of the trip (drum roll) McDonald's.
We all filled our stomach's with cheap non-Jewish
meals and left. Finally, we headed off to the real highlight of the trip the holocaust museum, standing outside of the museum you could feel the mourning and
the darkness that came out from the holocaust. We all
lined up and walked into the museum and sat down,
a lady who was from the museum started talking to us
and showed us a very confronting clip of an American man filming part of the holocaust. Splitting up into
groups we listened to survivors, my group listened to
Gary a survivor from concentration camps. He talked
about his life with a smile that hid many sorrows, as
he told his story the room was quite, everyone tuning
in to every word he said. Clapping filled the room once
Gary finished his story and we took a photo with him
and started our tour of the museum. The museum had
many different displays full of the struggles and terrors
the Jewish people felt, it was quite a solemn experience walking around and looking at the triumphs of
the survivors and courage but also seeing the horror
of the innocent was confronting. We finished off saying
thank you as we all walked out the door and filed back
on the bus. This experience was so beneficial and I
think our whole year level took away something from
this trip. A truly inspiring and eye opening excursion. Maggie Powell
One of the most memorable moments was to sit face
to face with a survivor of the holocaust. It amazed me
how someone can be so upbeat and engaging after all
that they have been through. The main speaker was
right when she said it would help our understanding.
It helped assign a face to each of the millions killed.
Without that we lack the personal stories and the faces start to become nothing but numbers. We were all
split into groups and I was lucky enough, to hear Gary
Gray. He had gone to labour camp after labour camp
and had moved to Australia after the war
to live with his aunts. Keep in mind he
was just a teenager. Thanks to Mrs Richardson's help I was able to purchase his
book that was for sale at the museum.
I admit I was up late during the night
reading it. Other than the survivors stories the museum was filled with all sorts
of information and relics. We were all
assigned guides within our groups, our
guide was the granddaughter of a survivor. Her grandfather was hidden by a
family in the country side and she pointed out that from that one-man surviving
came fifty-five other lives lived through
his relatives. We heard about triumphs
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and uprises of those who rebelled and tragedies and
terror of those who were unable. I have written all of
this but none of my words could truly sum up just how
amazing this trip was. - Taryn Schulz 10X
PE Studies: students have been looking at Mental
health, and what makes a healthy relationship. There
has been a lot of positive conversations about relationships and what we see as important features in our
relationships. From our classes, we have found that
we need to work on a few things but one area in particular is equity. We discussed what this looks like in
our cohort and found that this is missing in our group,
so to combat it, we want to see everyone treated justly
and evenly. In term 3 we will explore what this looks
like and how we can learn to treat everyone justly in
our communities.
Trivia Night

Birthday fairies made an appearance this term and
will continue for the rest of the year. Birthday fairies
help to celebrate each student in year 10s birthday
with a cup cake and personalised birthday card.
Term 3 we look forward to:
Pathway interviews commence on the 18th and 25th
July. Please remember to book in for your conversation about your pathway options for 2019 and beyond.
Thursday 26th July, Year 10 students will be participating in a Christmas in July. This is a year level
community building event, bringing the whole cohort
together. Students will be given a Kris Kringle and will
be able to purchase a gift for their person to the value
of around $20 over the holidays. The day will consist
of sharing a lunch (students providing food and drinks)
and gift giving. We hope it will be a nice day to spend
together to help connect our group.
Work experience: in the last week of Term 3 (17-21
Sept) all Year 10 students will be out on work experience. It is now the time to start planning ahead and
asking possible employers if they would take you for
one week. Students will be given a handbook early
Term 3 with further details. Well done to those who
have already started the process and who are just
now waiting to go.

enquiries: 5762 1222

Student of the Term Awards - Term 2
Year 7 - HANNAH KUBEIL
Hannah began the year with enthusiasm
and exuberance. She participated in all
the activities at the Year 7 camp eagerly
and was always supportive of her peers.
Hannah volunteered to speak at the Year
7 Welcoming BBQ. She was voted by her
peers to be their SRC representative. Hannah also participated in both Round Robin Sports Day. As
an SRC representative, she helped out on the St Patrick’s
Day Stall at both recess and lunch.
Hannah also acted as an Ambassador of FCJ, speaking to
the Grade 5/6 students at St Joseph’s about life as a Year
7 student at FCJ. Hannah joined the “Let’s Find Our Voice”
Project and performed a solo at the recent concert at
BPACC.
Hannah has consistently applied herself to all her studies,
always completing homework on time and participating
in classroom discussion and working to the best of her
ability. Congratulations Hannah!

Year 8 - MATILDA BERRY
Tilly Berry is a very deserving recipient
of Student of the Term. She is a responsible and reliable member of the Year 8
SRC group. In class she sets high goals
for herself and strives to reach them,
often achieving excellent results. Tilly
regularly participates in extra-curricular
activities as was demonstrated in her
involvement with the Grade 5 transition day and various FCJ sporting events.
Tilly’s school attendance record is exemplary; having 100% for almost all of her subjects. She has great
leadership skills and regularly uses her initiative to
get things done. She is thoughtful and caring towards
her peers, and polite and cooperative with teachers.

Year 9 - CLAUDIA WELSH
Claudia has demonstrated a really strong work
ethic and enthusiasm across all areas of PBL. She
is always punctual, polite and friendly to both
students and staff. She actively participates in both
curriculum and extracurricular activities. Claudia
has demonstrated that she can work in a group
with her peers and take on different roles when
they are required. She is always striving to achieve her best and
extend herself.

Year 10 - NAT GRIMA
Natalie has been travelling to Melbourne three days per week for soccer
training. With this, she has been able to
juggle her sporting commitments with
her schooling. Just recently she had
received excellence in science. Natalie
participates in all levels of school sport
and will soon be representing the school at the upcoming Hume region cross country.
She takes part in every opportunity offered to her by
the College, including Let’s find Our Voice as a memoir writing team member and applies herself fully to
everything she does.
Natalie is always willing to help in pastoral group by
reading the notices and doing prayer.
Natalie is a natural leader within her year level by her
actions and has the respect of her teachers and fellow
students.

Year 11 - TYSON BOOKER
Tyson has approached the challenge
of Senior VCAL with energy and commitment. He has taken on a leadership
role and worked with others to plan
and complete project work. Tyson has
taken a mature approach to his studies, across all subjects.
He has worked with Robbie on Wednesdays while
he is trying to find a work placement and is always
polite and positive. Tyson has demonstrated that
he is able to work independently but has also been
willing to take advice and support to ensure that he
is working to the best of his ability.
Tyson should be congratulated for his approach to
his learning and is a worthy recipient of this award.

Year 12 - CHELSEA WALSH

Claudia has represented FCJ this term at Shepparton in the Netball
and has been a tour guide for families of Grade 6 students who are
considering enrolling in Year 7 next year. Claudia is welcoming and
a very supportive friend. We would like to congratulate Claudia on
receiving the Student of The Term Award for Term 2 and encourage
her to keep striving to achieve her best in all she does.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Chelsea has worked consistently to
achieve excellent grades in all of her
subjects. She has demonstrated a
diligent and conscientious approach.
Chelsea is always respectful and she
is a wonderful role model for her
peers.

enquiries: 5762 1222

Philippine-Australian Immersion 2018
going to visit. I have lots of dreams in life not for myself
but for my family and for my whole village.

Participant Biographies
MAYROSE PASADABA
Hi, my name is Mayrose Pasasadaba; I’m 18 years old. I
live in a village with my parents, Junel and Rose, along
with my two younger sisters Roselle and Leanne. I spend
most of my time reading books... one of my favorites is
the Alchemist because I learnt that when you want something so bad, the universe will conspire to help you – and
that all stories begin with beginners luck. I also spend a
lot of my time studying because next year I will be moving to Cebu City, so that I can study computer science
at university because I love computers. I’m so excited to
go to Australia because I’ll be able to learn new ways of
becoming a great leader and also reunite with my Aussie
friends.
MICHELL MULLE
G’day, I’m Michell Mulle; I’m 17 years old from Malbago,
Bantayan Island. I am the middle child of eight children
to my parents, Pablo and Judith. My interests include
reading funny books and novels and I also spend a lot
of my time helping my mama with washing clothes and
taking care of my younger siblings. I also study every day
because next year I will graduate from high school… and
someday I want to be a teacher because I want to help
children who are thirsty for knowledge. I am most excited
to go to Australia so that I can experience their everyday
culture and way of life and also so that I can personally
see the Sydney Harbour Bridge. I am also really excited
to see again my Aussie friends that have visited here in
our village.
LOVELY VILLEGAS
Hi everyone, my name is Lovely Villegas. I am 18 years of
age and I’m the fourth in the brood of seven siblings. I am
now in my first year of college taking up tourism in Cebu
City thanks to the sponsorship from FCJ College Benalla.
When I was in high school I thought that I can’t continue
my study to university because we don’t have enough
money and both of my parents doesn’t have a stable job.
But by Gods will, I am now taking the first step towards my
dreams in life. Honestly I really love going to other places
and having an experience and learning what is they and
what they teach and Australia is the first country that I’m
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SHERLITA MAPA
My name is Sherlita Mapa and I’m 18 years old. I live with
my parents and four younger siblings whom I help to take
care of and also my little dog Sassy. Right now
I am
studying a Bachelor of Business Administration and Commerce at our local island university because someday I
want to be a successful entrepreneur and start a business
here in my village that can make jobs for the people living here and also make a stable income for many of the
families here. I really love it when the Australians visit here
in our village because it helps us to learn more about the
world and also our English skills and especially for the little kids and for the new friends that we make. The
reason I really want to go to Australia is because we will
be learning a lot about entrepreneurship and especially
in Melbourne we will be visiting a Women’s co-working
space and the Cebuano Association and then in Sydney
at the Magic Moments Youth Leadership and Business
Summit.
JAP YAON
Hi everyone my name is Jap Yaon and I am now 20 years
old. My favourite thing to do is play basketball with my local team and also ping pong and fishing with my friends
and little brothers. I live with my big family in my village
and have seven other brothers and sisters. Most of them
are younger than me so I am always going fishing in the
sea to help to feed my family and that is why now I am
just starting university in August this year. I will be taking
a Bachelor in Maritime Studies because my dream is to
someday be the captain of a ship and go around the
Philippines and maybe the world and help to feed my
family and pay for my little brothers and sisters to go to
university. I am excited in going to Australia because I
will be learning how to become better at achieving my
goals and also have a once in a life travel experience.
JEREMY DICHOSA
I am Jeremy Dichosa and I’m 18 years old. This year I will
move away from my island village and begin my tuition
at Cebu Institute of Technology University. I am taking a
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering – this has always
been my dream because someday I
want to be able to build infrastructures
on my island that will help my people
and my family. For the past years, I have
been living with my grandmother, younger siblings and younger cousins and helping to take care of them. My passion is
serving in the church and taking part in
youth ministry activities – at this time I
am participating in five different youth
organizations and hope to someday run
my own. My time in Australia will be spent
learning how I can make all of this possible and I’m also excited to meet Stevie
Smith and her family who are sponsoring my university tuition.
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Let’s Find Our Voice - Cooinda & FCJ College in Partnership
FCJ College was thrilled to be able to
produce another concert with Cooinda
with over 65 students involved. BPACC
was filled to capacity and this year we
were pleased to include some rock and
roll dancers and a bagpipe player. Nathan Tolliday produced a lovely short
film that documented the project. The
strength of the project comes from the
involvement of so many.
The Let’s Find Our Voice Concert also
provided the opportunity for a group
of Year 10 students who were selected
to participate in the writing of Memoirs for a number of Cooinda Village
residents.

"You just can't put a price
on the happiness that is
spread throughout Cooinda.
It's more than just singing.”

Jack Fullager

Photos: Catherine Begley & Yr 11 student
Joshua Payne

“To be able to sing and
speak with the elderly
makes both them and you
feel good”. Maison Ring

'We didn't know at the time
we were going to be making wonderful memories. We
were just having fun singing
along!’ Scarlett Saunders
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 10 Holocaust Excursion
On Thursday 7 June, the Year 10s travelled to Melbourne for the Holocaust Excursion. We visited a Jewish Synagogue where we were
taught about Judaism. Judaism is a very interesting religion with lots
of ethics and religious practices. From an outsider's point of view, it
is amazing how traditional Jews can remember
the large majority of aspects of their religion, as
they are immersed in their culture and traditions
from a young age.
With our new knowledge of the Judaism, we next
travelled to the Melbourne Holocaust Museum.
After watching a video displaying the tragic facts
about the holocaust, we were privileged to listen
At the Holocaust Museum we had the privilege to learn about the
motivational life story of Gary; that Adolf Hitler was against the Jewish
people because they didn’t fit the standards (having blue eyes and
blond hair) of his “ideal race” (Jewish people didn’t exactly look any
particular way, they simply looked like humans); that approximately
6,000,000 Jewish people were murdered with 1,500,000 of them being children; labour camps provided very little food for the Jewish
throughout their work days and propaganda is what turned the Germans and other nationalities against the Jews.
The most memorable, lasting thing that I took away with me was the
imagery of Gary’s story when he spoke to us about the vivid memory
of his dead mother and sister.
If I could communicate one idea or message to the rest of the world
about the Jewish Holocaust, it would be that: “Racial hatred is ex-

to a survivor of the holocaust. There were three speakers; Gary, Eva
and Paul who each had very engaging and sad stories.
The Holocaust excursion was very enjoyable, although very sorrowful. No religion deserves to be treated
the way the Jewish were, as they are just
people like everyone else, and the visit to
the Jewish Synagogue confirmed that. It is
important to learn about terrible events like
the Holocaust so we can learn from past
events to ensure they are never repeated.
- Lia Greenhalgh

tremely dangerous.” We are all one race and that is the human race.
Racial hate divides us on such an insane level and needs to stop. As
humans, we would be so much better off if we were able to exterminate all of the racial hate in the world. I would like to communicate this
because it is a very prominent hate in the world and if it was able to
be expelled, we would be able to move forward and strongly develop
as humans.
- Pia Salvadori

Hume Cross Country
There were some fantastic performances at the Hume Cross
Country at Winton Motor Raceway on 20 June. All 19 runners
did very well in each event. Some of the top achievers were:
•
Olivia Moll 3rd (State qualifier)
•
Finn Walsh 4th (State qualifier)
•
Nat Grima 1st (State qualifier)
•
Sam Pritchard 10th (State qualifier)

Our 16 years girls team of Meg Walsh, Anu Vashishta, Sam
Pritchard, Lily Godson and Nat Grima finished 2nd in the

team event.

Our 14 years boys team of Tom Hayes, Colby Cook, Ryan
Martin, Jasper Defazio and Finn Walsh came 3rd in the team
event.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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FCJ Farewells Teresa Cegarra
On June 21st year 12 said goodbye to Teresa Cegarra
who had been at FCJ College for one year. The students gathered in the senior common room to enjoy
morning tea together. She was given some photos as a
reminder of her school experiences and a card wishing
her well.
I asked her to reflect on being an exchange student
and her experiences in Australia.
Teresa said: “Exchange is not a year in your life, it is a
life in a year.” She also said that it was amazing being
part of the community at FCJ College and seeing the
differences between Spanish and Australian schools.
The working environment is more relaxed at FCJ College. In, Cartagena, her hometown the students begin
at class 8am and finish at 2pm. They have a recess
break but they always have lunch after school is finished for the day.
Teresa has made many good friendships which she intends to maintain through social media. She hopes to
return to Australia and to Benalla when she completes
school.

Ruby Boyd reflected that it was a pleasure to have Teresa at FCJ College and that she had enjoyed spending
time with her. She was sorry that it was time for Teresa
to return home.
Ethan Viant said that Teresa she was always happy. He
especially enjoyed the productive study lessons that
they spent together.

Year 8 Kidney Dissection
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Subject Selection for 2019
It is that time of year when although we are immersed in our teaching and learning for 2018, we also have to start
planning for 2019. From a student’s point of view, this means that it is time to start considering their pathways and
therefore subjects for next year. I have provided an overview of this process below:
•
•
•

•

•

Year 7 students – Subject selection is automatic as Year 8 is a set course.
Year 8 students – In Year 9 students complete a core set of subjects and then two electives each semester. We
will be running an information night on Monday 23rd July at 7pm in the Learning Centre to explain these electives
and how the subject selection process will work.
Year 9 students – In Year 10 students complete a core set of subjects and then two electives each semester.
Year 10 students are also able to apply to study a VET or VCE subject. There has been an information night on
Monday 25th June to explain these choices and how the subject selection process will work. For those students
who would like to fast track at VCE subject there will also be a pathways interview which will run on the 18th and
the 25th of July.
Year 10 students – In Year 11 Students are required to select a pathway of VCE or VCAL and then to select their
subjects within this pathway, taking into consideration their future ambitions, their interests and abilities. There
has been an information night on Monday 25th June. There will also be individual pathways interviews with each
student and his/her parents to assist with this process, these interviews will take place between the 18th and the
25th of July.
Year 11 – Often students select to study the same subject in Year 12 as those they are doing in Year 11. However,
there is some room to move on this and also decisions around scored or non-scored pathways to be made. To
discuss these options there will be an information night on Monday 23rd of July at 6pm in the Learning Centre.

We look forward to seeing many of you at these information nights, if you would like further assistance or information
about this process please feel free to contact your child’s pastoral leader. Learning Coaches will be available on
each of these nights to answer subject specific questions.

Kirsty Renkin
Director, Learning & Teaching
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“Are you eligible for the $225.00 Camps, Sports and Excursion Funding for 2018?”
See below flyer to confirm your eligibility

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/legal guardian details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–
Foster parent* OR

–

–

OR

Veterans affairs pensioner

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

Student details
Child’s surname

Child’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink
customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also
authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund provided by DET.
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

PARENT/STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS FOR
USING PASSTAB:
When students leave the school, you MUST sign them out or have a note giving them
permission to leave. Our new system, PASSTAB will be how students sign out from the
College Office. Here are the instructions on how to use PASSTAB at the College Office:
If your child is returning to school afterwards, they may sign back in using the original
paper form and be issued with a return pass.

1.

Select the “Sign Out” Button

2.

Select the “Student” button

PARENT/STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS FOR
USING PASSTAB:

3.

Complete all details then
select “Next page”

4.

Parent/Guardian to sign in
the box. (Please use stylus
pen attached to iPad)

IF YOU ARE HAVING ANY TROUBLES WHEN SIGNING YOUR
CHILD OUT, ONE OF OUR FRIENDLY OFFICE STAFF WILL BE
HAPPY TO HELP.

TECHNOLOGY AND PARENTING

insights
Dealing with video game
crazes: Fortnite and fanaticism
by Martine Oglethorpe

Working with kids in schools these past weeks, and indeed having five children of my own, has alerted me to the
seemingly unprecedented obsession with the new online game Fortnite. Not since Pokémon Go has something
seemed to take the world by storm, leaving parents wondering when it will ever stop.
The answer to that last question is probably that it will stop when the next big thing comes along. These fads may
well be a modern day version of the Rubik’s Cube, elastics or swap cards, though of course the effects of the
obsession can be much more pervasive than with my childhood obsession with PacMan.
If Fortnite is the latest craze to hit your household, or you are being nagged and cajoled to let them have
the game “that everyone else is playing”, then here are a few things you should know:
It is violent. The aim of the game is to be the last person standing, and in order to do that you must kill all the
other players.
However the violence is portrayed as less real and almost cartoonish. There is no blood and gore as such, and
so the violence is not comparable to that portrayed in other games such as Call of Duty or Grand Theft Auto.
You can work in a team or on your own; working in a team can develop some effective teamwork skills.
You can chat to team members but also random strangers who make up the remainder of the 100 players
who are playing at the time.
You can turn the chat function off by going to the settings and clicking on Audio options. This limits chatting
to a player’s friends or team members.
Kids will be very loud playing this game so there is little chance of them playing it behind your back!
Each game goes for about 20 minutes so it is an easy one to put time limits on by stipulating the number of
games.
It is frequently described as addictive so it is unlikely they will leave a game midway through.

We're a Parenting Ideas school
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As with any new game, social network or fad, it is crucial that we familiarise
ourselves with it. Have a game with them, play around with the app or read
about what the possible dangers may be so that you can have the right
conversations and put the right boundaries in place.
Whilst there are certainly many areas of video gaming to be concerned about,
it is also important to recognise that most video games can build skills and
can also have social, emotional and cognitive benefits.
Now of course in order to enjoy these benefits parents need to ensure that
gaming remains under control and that the games being played are at an appropriate level for their child.

Five things to keep in mind
1. Discuss any themes or concepts you are concerned about to see if your child has a grasp on the reality (or lack
thereof) when it comes to certain games.
2. Monitor how your individual child is coping with a game and the amount of time they are playing. If their
mood is changing, they are having a fight to come to the dinner table or they are staying up all night and
neglecting other areas of their lives, then you will need to step in and make some changes.
3. Remember it is your house and your rules. But making these rules and boundaries from a place of knowledge
and understanding makes them a lot easier to enforce.
4. If a child is struggling with time limits, warnings may help and you may
wish to slowly reduce the time being played (rather than go cold turkey).
However, some parents have had success with giving their kids a total
break from games when things were getting out of hand.
5. Always go to the settings area of any game or network as there you will
find ways to make the experience as safe and positive as possible.
Minimising the number of people they have the ability to connect with
and who can make contact with them is a good place to start.

Remember that every child is different and so the effects that gaming has on each child will be different. The key
to enjoying a positive experience with whatever game or craze comes your way is to ensure your child maintains
control over their play, that they are playing safely and that they are still leaving plenty of time to do all of the
many other things they need to experience on any given day.

Martine Oglethorpe
Martine Oglethorpe is a speaker, counsellor and educator with a passion for building
resilient kids in a digital world. Martine is available for student workshops, for teacher
professional development and for corporate and parent information sessions. Contact
details: info@martineoglethorpe.com.au, themodernparent.net,
facebook.com/themodernparent
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD
Every day, foster carers with UMFC make an incredible difference to children who are unable to live with
their own families. Foster carers can be single, married or partnered, they may own their own home or rent,
they work in or way from their homes, some have children some don’t.
Some of our carers provide respite care one weekend a month, while others prefer to care for children in
emergency or short term placements.
Foster carers need a commitment to children, a willingness to undertake training and assessment and the
eagerness to give it a go. Training and 24 hour support is provided. Carers receive a non taxed reimbursement.
Our carers tell us that the good times far outweigh the tough, and their lives are enriched as they help a
child move toward reaching their potential.
UMFC is currently seeking foster carers in your region. For more information contact Jeanine on 02 6055
8042, or 0429 552 520 or our see our Facebook page or www.umfc.com.au

