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Term 3 - 28 July
Principal’s Reflection - Joanne Rock
Welcome back to Term three. I trust
you have all had some time over the
term break to rest, unwind and relax
with family and friends. Hopefully some
of you were lucky enough to head to
warmer areas and soak up some much
needed sun.
Our staff and students who travelled to Central Australia for a 10-day taster of the real Aussie outback certainly had lots of sun and warmth! They returned safe
and sound on Friday 7 July full of amazing stories and
wonderful memories of a once in a lifetime experience
to the red centre of our country. Not only were the staff
impressed with the students’ behaviour and attitude,
so too were strangers, who took the time to write to
me and compliment our students on their considerate
and polite behaviour at a campsite along the way. It is
always such a proud moment when a member of the
public, with no affiliation with our college whatsoever,
takes the time to let us know just how impressive our
students are! My heartfelt thanks and gratitude goes
to the staff who accompanied the students, during
their own term break - Jason Boyle, Caitlin Sinclair,
Adam Toms and Erin Crook. It is a round the clock job
being on a trip such as this, however, they all reported
it was a job made easier by the positive attitude and
initiative of the students to pitch in and help out whenever needed.
Term three has started very smoothly at the College.
For students in Years 8–11, conversations have commenced regarding the selection of subjects for next
year. Three very well presented and
attended Parent Information Evenings were run by the relevant staff,
giving each year level an understanding of options and possible pathways. Thank you to all the parents
who came along to those evenings
and took the opportunity to interact
with staff about their children’s pathway for 2018. My thanks go to Kirsty
Renkin, our Director of Learning and
Teaching who worked with a number of staff to ensure the information delivered was relevant and succinct. Thank you also to the Learning
Coaches and the relevant Learning
Leaders who attended and presentadmin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

ed on the evening. Term three is all about planning
and looking ahead for students and staff in relation to
the learning programmes on offer in 2018. To assist
with this process, this year we have sent home re-enrolment forms for all students to complete with their
parents. This ensures we have accurate contact details
for every student, and also some idea of student numbers – information that is essential for our planning. If
you have not returned these re-enrolment forms, you
will be contacted via text and reminded that we need
the form returned by the end of July – very soon! If you
need another form, ask your child to collect one from
reception. Your assistance with this process is much
appreciated.
As we settle back into our learning routines, looking over the term ahead shows a number of exciting
things on the horizon. There is much to look forward
to, so keep an eye on the calendar and chat with your
children to ensure you don’t miss out. A fabulous way
we keep families informed about upcoming events is
our School Stream App – regular notifications go out
on this platform, so if you have a smart phone look at
the instructions that show how to install the app provided later in this newsletter.
Stay warm and God Bless!

Ms Joanne Rock
Principal
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Calendar 2017
31

July

YEAR 9 DINNER
POSTPONED TO TERM 4
FURTHER DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED
THROUGH PASTORAL GROUPS AND
UPCOMING NEWSLETTERS

VET Business Opportunities Excursion - Albury

August

Private Music Tuition @ FCJ

1

Year 12 Legal Studies - Benalla Magistrates Court

9

Benalla Year 10 Careers Day

Sue Ciantar

MMusStud,
Dip MusT, ATMusA, Dip Biochem

9-10 OES Unit 2 Snow Trip
12

Youth Mass

12

Sacred Heart College Japanese Students Depart

15

Founders Day

16

Year 12 Biology - Biotechnology Excursion

Piano Teacher
Piano lessons for all ages!
Enquiries welcome

Telephone: 0418 320 472
Email: mscian@benalla.net.au

16-18 OES Unit 4 Snow Trip
18

Year 10 Trivia Night

24

Parent/Teacher Interviews

Guitar Lessons
Acoustic
Nylon
Electric guitar

24&25 Student Free Days
25

FCJ College Presentation Ball

29

Whole School Assembly

Lessons available
during school hours.
Many styles of music
catered for.
AMEB grades.

31-1 Year 8 Melbourne Camp

Ms Nada Lupo

Bachelor of Arts (music major) LaTrobe University Grad
Dip Ed (University Of Melbourne)

Enquiries: 5762 1222

or see Sue at the FCJ Front Office

FRONT OFFICE

Office Hours 8:15am - 4:15pm
Phone 5762 1222
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA

follow us on facebook
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
www.fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
enquiries: 5762 1222

SRC News

Year 9
What is
Happening?

• State Cross Country – Natalie Grima, Paige Blaine and Meg
Walsh represented FCJ.
• PE / Health: Students have just begun Lawn Bowls and have
completed researching the harmful effects of drugs.
• Science: The adaptation of animals as a result of changes in
their environment.
• PBL: Novel Studies - on the themes of Refugees and
Migrants.
• PBL: Beginning in two weeks is our involvement in the
‘Invisible Farmer’ project in partnership with the Melbourne
Museum.
• Maths: Algebra
• VET EXPO: this was an opportunity for students to find out
more about the VET subjects at FCJ.
• Subject Selections for 2018

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Incursion for Year 8 Performing Arts - “Six Decades of Bullying”
Last term, all the Year 8s watched the performance, ‘ Six Decades of Bullying ‘. It was performed by two actors
named Caroline and Tim. They acted out lots of different characters adding up to about forty in total. Some of the
many stories they acted were true stories. One of the true stories was about a girl named Megan Meier and her
story showed us that bullying is very serious. The expressions they used for each character were really good. They
had many different ways to show you that they had changed character by changing their voice or changing body
positions. They changed costumes sometimes but not for every character change. The performance taught us
many things and was enjoyable to watch.
- By Claudia Welsh and Emma Purcell

Students perform with Benalla Theatre Company
Joining them are Zoe Burke and Jasmine Weeks,
both newcomers to BTC. Zoe plays a photographer
and a passenger and Jasmine too is a passenger on
the boat.
This very funny show is set on-board the ocean liner
the SS American as it travels from New York to London. On-board there are mistaken identities, disguises and the quest for true love.

If you come along to Benalla Theatre Company’s production of Anything Goes, you will see a number of
familiar faces. BTC feels very fortunate to have four
FCJ students involved with the show.

The show is on at BPACC for two weekends from 28
July to 5 August, including 3 matinees. Buy your tickets by visiting www.bpacc.com.au, 57625515 or at
the box office.

Lia Greenhalgh and Hannah McIntosh are returning
for their second show with BTC, Lia is playing John,
a convert travelling from New York to London with a
missionary setting out for a new life. Hannah plays a
passenger on-board the ocean liner.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 9 Science
As part of our Forensic Unit in Science, we looked into blood splatter analysis. We researched how to determine the angle and the height the blood came from, as well as
differences in the types of blood splatter that can occur from different events. For our
experiment, we made fake blood using a range of different ingredients, including; cocoa
powder, glucose syrup, water, sugar, red food dye and flour. This gave us a “blood like”
liquid that we could drop from different heights to find the diameter of the different droplets. We dropped blood from different heights of 10cm, 30cm, 1m and the Junior School
balcony. We were then able to see that the higher the drop of blood, the larger the diameter of the blood splat would be. This was an awesome experiment and we definitely
enjoyed making fake blood. - By Holly Morrison, Zoe Burke and Paige Blaine

In Science in Year 9, we have just finished our Chemistry Unit where we used Universal Indicator to determine
how acidic or basic certain substances are. In week 6 we
started focusing on forensic science.
Forensic science is the application of scientific methods
and techniques to matters under investigation by a court
of law. One part of forensic science is Dactylography (the
study of fingerprints). In our science class with Ms McBride, we drew a grey lead square on a piece of paper
and then rolled our finger on it to get the colour onto our
finger, we put tape on our fingers then the colour went
onto the tape and we put it in our books.
We are looking at what are the kind of minute details
that show up in each of our fingers. These include Forks,
Trifurcations, Islands, Ridge Crossings, Eyes, Scars, Hooks,
Bridges, Ridge Endings and many more!
We used mini microscopes that plug into your computer to examine all of the fingerprints that we have done.
Forensic Science is something that every year level should look forward to!

VET Sport & Rec First Aid Training by Henry Jackson
The VET Sport and Recreation class attended first aid training with Mark Francis from IVET last Friday. Students
in this class are required to complete first aid training as part of their VET Sport and Recreation Certificate II.
Seventeen year ten students and four staff members completed their First Aid Certificate on this occasion.
The trainer, Mark Francis, had a very good sense of humour and was highly experienced as he had been a
Paramedic on the Gold Coast.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 11 Central Australia Trip
On Wednesday 28 June, 43 very excited students
and 4 staff left FCJ College at 6.00am to start the
long haul to Central Australia and the sights and experiences that awaited us there.
Our first really interesting stop was at Coober Pedy
where most people live underground. We stayed
underground at Umoona Mines and also did a tour
of their ‘old mine’ and had a brief history of how
opals were discovered in the area. We also had a
demonstration of opal cutting and polishing and
learnt about the different types of opals. Coober
Pedy was a fascinating place and it is amazing that
the underground homes don’t have any heating or
cooling as the temperature is always around the 2223 degree mark. The fact that people extend their
homes just by gouging out a new room from the rock
was interesting. If they got lucky and found opals,
then that could pay for the extension!
From there it was on to Alice Springs where we stayed
for three nights. It was really surprising to learn that
there are airstrips on the highway for the RFDS to land
when there are road and other accidents. That really hits home on the sheer size of the country and
how remote and challenging it must be to live in the
area. Many were really surprised at how big the stations were in the outback and even more so that there
were so few fences. The only fences seemed to be
the ones marking the boundary between stations but
there were no fences to keep cattle off the road.
Whilst in Alice Springs we went to the Desert Park
where we enjoyed a couple of talks and displays. They
included a cultural talk on the symbols used by aborigines to tell stories. We also made our own stories
of the trip up to Central Australia using the symbols
that the aborigines used to tell theirs. We also were
told about the different language groups, about 250
of them and that the aborigines couldn’t understand
people from different language groups. This is something that most of us had no idea about until then.
We went to Simpson’s Gap, one of the few places in
the McDonnell Ranges where people can get through
them.
This
gap was actually a seasonal
river
and there was
a
beautiful
billabong at
the base of
the
ranges.
We were also
lucky enough
to see some

The group at Simpson’s Gap, just outside Alice Springs

rock wallabies whilst there. They are surprisingly well
camouflaged when they are still as they blend in so
well with the surrounds due to the colour of their fur.
One of the highlights of the trip was going to Hermannsburg. We did a tour of the old mission there
and learnt about its history and the struggles they had
over the years. It wasn’t until the 1930s that they even
had a reliable water source which they had to build
themselves and lay pipe for kilometres to bring it to
their mission. The biggest highlight of the day though
was playing with the local aboriginals. Even though
many were away playing sport, once we brought out
a football, the kids flocked to us and parents even
dropped them off to us. It was really noticeable that
there were lots of dogs around and it was different in
that they are more communally owned and allowed
to roam free rather than being penned up in people’s
yards.
We had an afternoon off to wander around the city
centre of Alice Springs. Whilst there were many differences to home, there were some of the usual places that we go to as well. Just about everyone went to
Kmart to buy stuff for our ‘formal’ dinner. This was a
tie or necktie that had to be made and couldn’t just
be bought. That was a lot of fun and there were some
very creative ties made.
We also got to go to Mass whilst in Alice and the
Church was beautiful and the Mass was nice. They
made a special welcome to us all and the priest was
very friendly and chatty with us. After Mass we walked
up Anzac Hill. This is the highest land feature in Alice
and gave us great views of the town and its surrounds.
Whilst there we also had many fireworks displays as
it was Territory Day on the 1st of July. This is the only
day that people can let off fireworks legally. Many did
and did so all over town, including on the streets. This
was definitely different to home.

The view from on top of Wattarka (King’s Canyon)

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Continued
From there we travelled down to King’s Canyon and
stayed at the caravan park. We went and did the Rim
Walk at Wattarka which was spectacular. The walk
was long and at times challenging but the views were
amazing. The landscape was just so different to what
we have back home. The colours of the rock were varying shades of intense red and with streaks of black.
There was no grass like we have at home and the soil
was a beautiful red sand.
We spent the last few days based at Yulara from
where we explored Uluru and KataTjuta. We were
lucky enough to have Vance, a local fella from one of
the aboriginal tribes who spoke with us about
the rock and told us some sacred stories and
explained cave paintings.
The cave paintings were the classroom for what
they need to know to survive in the bush.
The most impactful story was why they don’t
want visitors to climb the rock. They want all
visitors to be safe and not be hurt. We were
very surprised to learn that many aboriginals
will speak three or four languages even if they
can’t actually read or write. Vance spoke four
languages and his English was very good considering it is his fourth language learnt and one
he speaks the least. We were totally surprised
to learn that Uluru is named after the Patty Uluru, Vance’s great great, great grandfather.
We went to Kata Tjuta and did the Valley of the Winds
walk. It was a pleasant walk although a little rough
in places. The view where we stopped at the lookout
was stunning and when we sat in silence, we could
really feel a connection to the land even though we
don’t come from there and don’t have any ‘connection’ to it. It did give us some idea of how special
and important the connection to the land is to the
aborigines.
We did get to watch the sun go down over Uluru, as
well as watch the sun come up. The colour is amazing and watching the colour change as the sun goes
down and even when it comes up the colour changes
too. This was really special and enjoyable.
It is hard to think that when we started the hours of
travels seemed so long but by the time we hit Alice
Springs, a six hour drive seemed a short day of travel.
It was also really funny thinking that we got excited
at having a sleep in on a couple of mornings until
6.30am!! Many of us never thought we would be calling getting up at 6.30am a sleep in until this trip!!
For the whole trip, apart from at Coober Pedy, we
slept in tents. We soon became experts at setting
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

them up and pulling them down. With all the students going, there were many people that we didn’t
really know, and yet by the end of it, we all feel that
we know each other a lot better and this was especially good as there were people we travelled with
and got to know whom we would not have really
caught up with back at school normally.
Everyone was really good at helping each other to
set and pack up tents, pack and unpack the bus with
sleeping mats, tents, and the luggage. It felt like one
big happy family on the trip and it certainly was a
memorable one that we will cherish for years to come.

The group at the lookout at Kata Tjuta

The return trip was a long one at thirty three hours,
but by then we were seasoned travellers, not to mention tired travellers who coped very well with it. I am
pretty sure that everyone enjoyed their first night
home in their own bed and slept for a very long time.
It is hard to believe in some ways that the land in Central Australia is still the same country as what we live
in as it is so different.
I’m sure all the students who participated on the
trip would like to thank the school for this incredible
opportunity to travel to another part of this amazing country that we call home. On behalf of the students and teachers, I’d have to thank our amazing
chef Sharon and our two legendary bus drivers John
and Boaden. Also, I’d like to thank the teachers that
came on the trip. Without these people there, the trip
wouldn’t and couldn’t have happened.
The overall trip was sensational. Personally I will never
forget the trip and would highly recommended that
anyone takes part in making these memories as well,
when the opportunity is given next.
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27 June 2017
Dear Parents/Carers
Re: Family Weekend Program at Feathertop Chalet Harrietville, 18-20 August 2017
Catholic Education Sandhurst invites your family to attend our forthcoming Family Weekend. This
program supports families who have children with special learning needs to come together for a family
respite opportunity:
• to share their story
• to learn together
• to build friendships….
In 2017 in Catholic Education Sandhurst, we are especially committed to engaging families in
partnerships that support their family. Strong research reveals what we know intuitively – the key role the
engagement of parents as partners plays in improving the learning outcomes for all students. The
opportunity to engage in friendship, personal and professional learning together has always been a focus
of the program for the weekend, along with a social coming together that enables all to share their gifts
and talents.
Our August weekend this year is for families who have children with special needs from years 5-12. A
range of workshops and personal renewal time will be available to parents, while children and teenagers
will be supervised by our experienced team of volunteers; those in year 5 and older will visit Mt Hotham
for skiing or tobogganing (weather permitting). Younger children will participate in organised activities at
the Chalet.
If your family is interested in participating in the August weekend we ask that you reply promptly to the
invitation – we have a limited number of places, which usually fill quickly. We look forward to sharing the
weekend with your family if you choose to attend.
If you have any questions regarding the weekend please contact Linda Power at the Catholic Education
Office, phone 03 5443 2377 or email: lpower@ceosand.catholic.edu.au
Yours sincerely

Paul Desmond
Director of Catholic Education
Diocese of Sandhurst

READING
Library bitsnbobs
What I am reading…

in JULY
A.S.King’s ‘Still Life with
Tornado’ is the story of a
girl who has always found
art came easily to her suddenly her internal
world starts cracking open
and the reader is taken on
a journey told in a style so
unique and engaging that I
could not put it down.
Highly recommended for
middle teens and up,
although younger people
with wide reading skills will
enjoy this ultimately
hopeful story.

:
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I am also reading ‘Lincoln in the Bardo’ by George Saunders.
This novel is set in 1862 during the American Civil War, and is
based around the time that President Lincoln’s young son Willie
becomes ill and dies. So far the ideas around ‘passing over’ from
one realm to the other (the “bardo” according to Tibetan
tradition) are engrossing and the tale is thoughtful and inventive.
I have just read and greatly enjoyed ‘When Michael Met Mina’ by
Randa Abdel-Fattah, which is a new middle school novel this
year. It will be the basis of great discussions I am sure!

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF): Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (health care
card) are eligible to apply. Schools will receive $225 for each eligible secondary student per year between years
7-12, the funding is tied to the student and can be applied towards camps, sports and excursion levies billed to
families in annual composite school fee accounts.
Application form can be obtained at the office or can be downloaded from our School Stream app or the CSEF
website

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/legal guardian details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–
Foster parent* OR

–

–

OR

Veterans affairs pensioner

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

Student details
Child’s surname

Child’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink
customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also
authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund provided by DET.
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST NEWS,
DOWNLOAD THE FCJ SCHOOL STREAM APP

Your school now has a FREE app
Receive school information, instantly and directly to your smartphone

How to download your FREE app
,
1 From your mobile device go to the App Store (iPhone/iPad)
OR
Google Play (Android) search for School Stream and download
the app to your phone
2 Make sure you agree to push notifications
3 Once School Stream has nished installing, open the app, type
your school name into the search THEN select your school
For more detailed instructions go to schoolstream.com.au/download
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For more information, contact:
WOFF (AAFC) Ray Bolton OAM ph: 0407 247 916 email: co.419sqn@aafc.org.au
www.aafc.org.au

Publication date

The Child Support Legal Service of Victoria Legal Aid (VLA) assists parents with legal problems relating to:
•
•
•
•
•

getting or paying child support
parentage testing
changes of child support assessment
spousal maintenance
adult child “over 18” maintenance.

The service visits VLA offices monthly and bi-monthly and most major regional centres quarterly or more often. The interview
schedule for the next quarter is provided below. Appointments by Video Conference are available at some locations.
For enquiries and to request an appointment go to www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/request-child-support-appointment.

OUTREACH SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2017
September

October

Fri

1

Warrnambool

Mon

2

Mon

4

Tues

3

Thurs

7

Melbourne
Broadmeadows

Fri

8

Dandenong

Fri

6

Wed

13

Sunshine

Mon

9

Thurs

14

Whittlesea

Fri

15

Tel/VC/Skype

Mon

18

Bairnsdale/Sale

Tues

19

Morwell

Wed

20

Frankston

Fri

22

Dandenong

Mon

25

Horsham

Tues

26

Ballarat

Wed

27

Sunshine

Thurs

28

Ringwood

November

Thurs 5

Tues 10

Shepparton
Bendigo
Melbourne
Dandenong
Tel/VC/Skype
Epping

Wed

11

Sunshine

Fri

13

Geelong

Wed

18

Frankston

Fri

20

Dandenong

Mon

23

Wodonga

Wed

25

Sunshine

Fri

27

Ringwood

Tue

31

Melbourne

December

Thurs

2

Broadmeadows

Fri

1

Fri

3

Dandenong

Tues

5

Thurs

9

Melbourne

Mon

13

Bairnsdale/Sale

Thurs 7

Tues

14

Morwell

Fri

8

Warrnambool

Wed

15

Sunshine

Shepparton

16

Whittlesea

Mon
thur
Tues

11

Thurs

12

Bendigo

Fri

17

Dandenong

Wed

Mon

20

Tel/VC/Skype

Thurs 14

Tel/Skype/VC

Wed

22

Frankston

Fri

Dandenong

Thurs

23

Mildura

Fri

24

Ringwood

Wed

29

Sunshine

Thurs

30

Melbourne

www.legalaid.vic.gov.au

13
15

Dandenong
Epping
Geelong
Melbourne

Sunshine

