2017

Term 1 - 3 March
Principal’s Reflection - Joanne Rock
As we settle into our
2017 learning routines at FCJ College,
there are a couple of
observations I wish to
share with you:
* This is a busy and
productive learning
environment – the
students and staff have started the year
with great enthusiasm.
* There is a lovely connection between
teachers and students.
* Our students seem happy and connected to others.
* There is a lot of goodwill amongst the
whole school community.
Last week’s Swimming Carnival was a
great example of that community spirit
and goodwill. Well before our students
made their way to the pool, dedicated
staff were there setting up the shade
tents, preparing the PA and scorer’s
stations and making sure all was in
place as the students entered the pool
area. During the day, there was wonderful support by students for those
in the pool. The VCAL students again
cooked the BBQ that was enjoyed by
many, with the funds raised going to the
Philippines project. Students hosted the
day with lively commentary and good,
fun music. And after the presentations,
once the students had left, there were

staff and students that stayed to pack
everything up and return the pool to its
original state. For those who attended,
I am sure they enjoyed the festive and
community spirit of the day.
Well done to Hughes House, who came
through right at the end to snatch victory away from a very enthusiastic
D’Houet House, who were leading for
most of the day. Many thanks to Mr
Luke Morgan our Sport Coordinator,

Caitlin Sinclair, our AFL trainee and the
team of helpers that put so much effort
into making the swimming carnival such
a great day.
Last Thursday, I attended the Sandhurst
Leadership Mass and dinner at the Cathedral in Bendigo. I accepted a Bible
on behalf of our new College Council
Chair – Angela Killingsworth, who was
unable to attend, as a reminder of the importance
of the teachings of Jesus
in her role as a leader in
our school community.

gee camp with his older sister and two
nephews, and nothing else! His life
story is one of tragedy and triumph. His
faith and belief in the goodness of others was truly inspirational. I recommend
you check out his web page: www.flybzempire.com
I want to acknowledge our group of
student leaders and the students in the
Youth Ministry team who all played an
integral part in a Grade 6 Leadership
Day hosted by FCJ College for our
three Catholic feeder Primary Schools
last Friday. The feedback from those
who attended has been extremely positive and complimentary of our students
and their engagement on the day. They
are a real credit to themselves, their
families and our College – so well done
to you all!
As a faith community, we came together
and celebrated the start of Lent with a
meaningful service on Ash Wednesday.
In this time of Lent, our fundraising efforts are focused on supporting Caritas
– a Catholic organisation that does so
much to try and alleviate suffering and
be an instrument of mercy in our world.
The Youth Ministry class has come up
with many fundraising ideas to raise
awareness and funds for Caritas, and
so I ask you to offer whatever support
you can for their endeavours.
God Bless!

Ms Joanne Rock

On the Friday, all Principals
heard from a young rapper
by the name of Flabice
Manirakiza, a young Burundi refugee who arrived
in Australia 10 years ago
from a Tanzanian refuadmin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Private Music Tuition @ FCJ

Calendar 2017
March

Sue Ciantar

MMusStud,
Dip MusT, ATMusA, Dip Biochem

1 Ash Wednesday Service
3 Southern Ranges Swimming
11 Youth Mass
13 Labour Day Holiday - Student Free Day
14-15 Unit 3 Outdoor Ed Abseiling Trip

Piano Teacher
Piano lessons for all ages!
Enquiries welcome

Telephone: 0418 320 472
Email mscian@benalla.net.au

16 Southern Ranges Round Robin 1

Uniform shop

17 Student Leaders Formation Day

Open Hours

21 Hume Swimming

Tuesday

22 Official Opening Flexible Learning Space

1:00 - 4:00 PM

28 FCJ College Athletics
29 Easter Liturgy
29 Final Day of Classes - Term 1
30 Parent/Teacher Interviews (Student Free Day)
31 Staff Professional Development (Student Free Day)

April

10-20 FCJ Philippines Immersion Trip

Guitar Lessons
Acoustic
Nylon
Electric guitar

Lessons available
during school hours.
Many styles of music
catered for.
AMEB grades.

Ms Nada Lupo

18 Term 2 Commences
18-26 Summer to Winter Uniform Transition

Bachelor of Arts (music major) LaTrobe University Grad Dip
Ed (University Of Melbourne)

Enquiries: 5762 1222

or see Sue at the FCJ Front Office

20-21 Unit 1 Outdoor Ed Alpine Hike
24 Whole School Assembly

FRONT OFFICE

Office Hours 8:15am - 4:15pm
Phone 5762 1222
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

follow us on facebook
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
www.fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Uniform Policy
Dear Parents/ Guardians
It has come to our attention that whilst overwhelmingly most students wear the
uniform correctly, some students are not adhering to the uniform policy. The
wearing of nose studs and/or multiple earrings is strictly discouraged.
To quote the Uniform Regulations in the student planner:
“For safety reasons, jewellery is to be kept to a minimum of one stud per lobe, and
a watch”.
All students are expected to adhere to the uniform guidelines and have clear plugs
by 14 March. If a student comes to school with a nose piercing and no clear plugs,
they will be sent home following a phone call to parents.
At FCJ College, we value the partnership we have with parents and we thank you
for your cooperation in this matter.

New Teaching Staff
PHILLIP CHAPMAN
VET Cert 3 - Engineering Teacher

CAITLIN SINCLAIR
AFL Trainee

Football Team? Bulldogs
Previous jobs? Education Living at
St Bernards, Essendon; AGT (Automotive Group Training) and Australian Institute of Motor Sport
What do you like about FCJ? Working wiht a great bunch of very keen
students.

Football Team? Richmond
Last Year? Student at FCJ College
What do you like about FCJ? Being
able to work in a familiar environment
straight out of school.

Free Come and Try Day
Why not give it a go?
When:

Would	
  you	
  like	
  to	
  feel	
  more	
  
confident	
  in	
  helping	
  your	
  child	
  with	
  
subject	
  choices	
  for	
  Years	
  9	
  &	
  10?	
  	
  
Would	
  you	
  like	
  to	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  
all	
  the	
  career	
  options	
  available?	
  
PACTS	
  Workshops	
  have	
  been	
  running	
  in	
  Australian	
  
secondary	
  schools	
  since	
  2002,	
  with	
  parents	
  saying	
  
they	
  are	
  really	
  helpful	
  in	
  understanding	
  the	
  different	
  
options.	
  	
  
	
  

2	
  Workshops	
  are	
  run	
  over	
  2	
  consecutive	
  weeks	
  
and	
  include	
  the	
  following	
  topics:	
  








How	
  to	
  assist	
  your	
  teen	
  with	
  career	
  exploration	
  
Simple	
  careers	
  assessments	
  
What	
  are	
  HSC	
  &	
  VET	
  pathways?	
  
What	
  career	
  resources	
  are	
  out	
  there?	
  
Understanding	
  TAFE,	
  Apprenticeships	
  and	
  
University	
  
Understanding	
  school-‐based	
  Traineeships	
  
Can	
  we	
  afford	
  university?	
  

Saturday 18 March 2017

Where:

Churchill Reserve, Bond St, Benalla

Time:

10am-1pm

FREE:

Sausage sizzle

Young people aged 5-19 years can ’have a go’ at fun,
enjoyable activities that are currently offered in Benalla.
Dance, netball, basketball, football, drama, baseball, golf,
soccer and hockey are just a few.
Assistance to pay registration fees is available to families with
pension and health care cards

Dates	
  for	
  the	
  Term	
  1	
  workshops	
  are:	
  

For more info call Kyra 0447 159 928.

Wednesday	
  22	
  March	
  2017	
  	
  	
  	
  7pm	
  to	
  9pm	
  
Wednesday	
  29	
  March	
  2017	
  	
  	
  	
  7pm	
  to	
  9pm	
  
Venue:	
  
Ray	
  Sweeney	
  Centre,	
  Benalla	
  Community	
  Care	
  
45-‐53	
  Coster	
  Street,	
  Benalla.	
  
Places	
  are	
  limited	
  to	
  18	
  so	
  you	
  MUST	
  book	
  in	
  by	
  
calling	
  Tomorrow	
  Today	
  5762	
  1211	
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Bonnie Tritton - National Youth Science Forum
“NYSF is a challenge.” They were some
of the first words I heard from the CEO
of the National Youth Science Forum,
Damien Pearce, as I sat among 196 other
eager minds on the Burgmann lawn at the
Australian National University in Canberra.
Usually hearing that something was a challenge would make me feel rather nervous.
However, hearing that NYSF would be a
challenge excited me. It brought a smile to my face and gave
me a taste of what the following two weeks would be like. At
that moment in time I looked around, 196 new faces, 196 students like myself, 196 keen minds, 196 ‘NYSFers’. And at that
moment I knew that the National Youth Science Forum would
be an amazing, eye opening experience.

had energy and enthusiasm,
was never ending and was
never dull. I loved it!

it

NYSF not only challenged
me, it helped prepare for
the big year that lays ahead,
Year 12. With hearing from
our ‘Staffies’- past NYSF students, we were able to get a
better understanding of year
12 and the top tips we should
take into the year. This session also gave us students
time to share our study tips, which I found really helpful in both
reaffirming my study styles along with giving me some new ones
From making many new friends and trying to remember all their to use. It also gave us a feel for university, and that gave me
names to pushing my academic limits in lectures and lab visits, more confidence with the decisions I will be making about my
I was challenged. It gave me an insight into the world of STEM tertiary education later on this year.
careers along with what life was like on a university campus.
With lectures from amazing speakers including Dr Anna-Maria Apart from helping me on an academic level, NYSF changed
Arabia, Dr Colin Jackson and Dr Emma Johnston as well as me. It gave me a new buzz, and I say buzz because that is the
many others. And lab visits to places such as the CSIRO taxo- word I like to describe people who have attended NYSF. Even
nomic collection, organic farms or the ANU’s department of Bi- the alumni who attended 15 years ago, still have a buzz. Along
ology where they were discovering more about photosynthesis with that buzz I became more confident in myself and learnt how
and how the process can be improved. Every second was inter- to open up my eyes to a bigger world. And I can be sure to say
that I saw this in many other students. By the end of the experiesting and captivating.
ence we were all saying hello to one another, and were even
The forum also showed me the incredible minds that are in our confident enough to chant in the most random places. It was
world today and the young ones that will be in our world in the fu- amazing!
ture. The students I met whilst on forum were so intelligent but not
only that they were kind, funny, loving and driven youth. I believe I would like to thank the National Youth Science Forum for allowand know that our generation will be able to make a difference. ing not only me to have this experience but all the other youth
Their drive for life gave me energy, and I think that was one thing that enjoyed it by my side. It is an extraordinary experience that
from forum that amazed me. How in such a busy time we all I will never forget and can not wait for the many more programs
and connections I will make through NYSF. I would also
like to thank Rotary, especially the Benalla Rotary Club
for their sponsorship and encouragement to participate.
Along with my school, thank you to FCJ College Benalla
for firstly encouraging me to take the opportunity and also
helping me achieve it. I will definitely be proud to promote
and support other students in applying for the forum. As
well as continuing on my passion for science. - Bonnie

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Lyn Tanner - Archivist & Alumni Coordinator for FCJ College
FCJ College Benalla is steeped in history and tradition and
up until now the archives have been somewhat neglected.
Fortunately, the FCJ Community has now allocated funds to
gather, record and preserve the history and archival material
of the college. I have been fortunate enough to be appointed
as the Archivist and Alumni Co-ordinator for FCJ College.

As my role as Alumni Coordinator, I am compiling a database
of all students, staff etc. that have been involved in the life
of FCJ College, Benalla. This is a daunting task and I would
like anyone who has attended or knows of people who have
attended over the years, to please contact me. Anyone
interested in being part of an organising committee would be
most welcome.

As a past student, parent and a former Chairperson of the
College Council, I have had a strong connection with FCJ
College for many years. I have been involved in education
all my working life, initially as a primary teacher and then
in adult education, so I appreciate the history of education,
particularly in Benalla.

I am at FCJ College each Thursday between 9.30am and
3pm and can be contacted by email at:
ltanner@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au or mobile 0427306657.

It is of great importance that we celebrate the past as it shapes
so much of our future. I must thank the Principal, Ms Joanne
Rock and the present College Council for allocating space
in the College so as to commence gathering, examining,
displaying and eventually cataloguing the archives presently
stored in the school.
If you have any College memorabilia, old uniforms, photos,
reports, needlework etc. I would very much appreciate if you
could contact me. If you don’t wish to donate items, copies
can be made so at least we have some documentation.
In 2020, the College celebrates 120 years of education in
Benalla. This will be a year of celebration and it is important
that past students are aware of the events to be planned to
mark this significant occasion.

Hands on Learning for 2017 - Term 1
Term 1 has started well for the Hands on Learning students.
HOL welcomes all types of students for all kinds of reasons.
When building a HOL team of students, we look for a range of
referral reasons, of different year levels and of both genders.

There was a lot of interest from students to participate in Hands
on Learing. Students are selected from a list put together by the
Learning Leaders and interviewed for the positions. We offer
an alternative learning environment with more flexibility which
appeals to some students’ learning styles.
All the students develop a focus plan. Focus plans help students become aware of a particular issue/observation made
of them in relation to their learning. Students have been busy
completing Food Safety Certificate Learning, OH&S training
and safe work procedures.
If any student thinks they would like to participate in the HOL
program, they should ask their Learning Leader or see Mr
Vlahandreas a few questions, and then go away and ask themselves these questions:
• What do I know about HOL?
• Do I like practical activities?
• What is a HOL day like?
• Expectations and rules @ HOL
Jim Vlahandreas & Ian Burrowes

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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School Swimming Carnival

FCJ House Swimming Sports 22/2/17

CHAMPIONS REPORT
Female Champs

13yrs Mary FRANKLIN
14yrs Mia BEGLEY
15yrs Meg WALSH
16yrs Ruby BENNETT
17yrs Sophie PISCIONERI
20yrs Jessica YOUNG

Male Champs

13yrs Thomas REARDON
14yrs Thomas HILL
15yrs Timothy BUYKX
16yrs Joshua KUBEIL
17yrs Lachlan EXTON
20yrs Daniel TOLLIDAY

50m Freestyle Gift Winners

Mia BEGLEY & Hudson RAMSDEN

TEAM SCORES
HUGHES - 1,106 POINTS
D’HOUET - 1,087 POINTS
HUGHES - 944 POINTS

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 7 Art Design - Wire Sculptures

Visit from Fr Louie from Cebu
We were privileged to spend some time with Father Louie
and his Student Ambassador, Virgil this week while they
visited Australia from the Philippines.
Father Louie spoke to the Year 11 students about the possibility of taking part in alternate schoolies within the Philippines at the end of Year 12 as part of a diocese program.
Once he had spoken to the students and answered questions about life on the island of Cebu, he took some time
to speak to the students who are attending our Immersion
Experience in April. He gave the group some practical advice about life in the Philippines and also suggested some
events and local delicacies that they might like to experi-

ence on their trip. We would like to thank Father Louie and
Virgil for their time and friendship.
If any students are interested in taking part in the alternate
schoolies program, more information will be available in the
senior common room very soon.

BRCE Leadership Day - 24/2/17
On 24 February, FCJ Student Leaders were involved in running team
building activities at a Grade 6 Leadership Day involving students from St
Mary’s Mansfield, St John’s Euroa and St Joseph’s Benalla.

Shrove Tuesday
Michaela Humphries, Jess Lucas, Paolo Bottoni and
Josh Gebauer travelled to Mansfield to help St Mary’s
cook pancakes for their students for Shrove Tuesday.

Yr 11 Psychology Class
Students in Psychology Unit 1/2 have been studying the
brain this term. In order to promote their understanding and
enthusism of the topic, Mrs Erin Crook baked an amazing
brain cake. Students were required to identify the various
parts and functions of the brain before they were allowed to
eat it.

Year 9 - Outdoor Teaching Activity on Pythagoras Theorem
Year 9X and 9Y students were undertaking a practical measur- tors such as human error in
ing activity to confirm theoretical calculations of right angle trian- measurement, inbuilt errors
gle side lengths using Pythagoras’ Theorem.
associated with measuring
equipment and environmenThe activity required the students to accurately draw measured tal factors such as uneven
right-angled triangles using a range of measuring instruments ground.
outdoors as well as construct scaled and labelled diagrams on
paper as part of their reports.
The students worked in
teams of three to plan their
The students were work and carry out the outdoor aspects of the task. This called
also comparing pre- upon organisational and time-management skills given a design
dicted
(calculated) brief.
and observed results
and looking at all the
This is a major assessment task
reasons why the refor both classes associated with
sults might not agree.
the current topic of study: PyThis called upon them
thagoras’ Theorem.
to think about fac-

Bookends - 17/2/17
On 17 February, the ‘bookends’ of FCJ College, Yr 7s and 12s enjoyed a morning tea together to initiate the friendships and
‘Buddy Program’ that exists between the students.
Year 12s presented their Year 7 buddies with hand made cards and a message wishing
them the best of luck. Establishing the Buddy System encourages the Year 7 students
to feel comfortable at the start of the year and promotes confidence and familiarity in the
school playground and other social areas.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF): Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (health care
card) are eligible to apply. Schools will receive $225 for each eligible secondary student per year between years
7-12, the funding is tied to the student and can be applied towards camps, sports and excursion levies billed to
families in annual composite school fee accounts.
Application form can be obtained at the office or can be downloaded from our School Stream app or the CSEF
website

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/legal guardian details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–
Foster parent* OR

–

–

OR

Veterans affairs pensioner

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

Student details
Child’s surname

Child’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink
customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also
authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund provided by DET.
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

Rotary Youth Exchange
Applications are now being accepted for

Rotary Youth Exchange in 2018
To be eligible you must be:

□ In year 9.10.11 in 2017
□ Near the top 30% of your year academically
□ Prepared to continue your secondary education overseas in 2018
□ Applicants must be aged 15 or 16 years by 1st January 2018
For further information contact the Benalla Rotary Club
John Smyth 0409 950 048

APPLICATION CLOSE 15 MAY 2018

COMMUNITY PERFORMANCE

Carpe Diem

Starring John WOOD and Chris PIDD

Monday 20 March 2017
7pm for 7.30pm start

Benalla Town Hall, Nunn Street, Benalla
Contemporary portrayal of everyday Australian males
dealing with issues of health, grief and loss.
FREE - DONATIONS WELCOME
For further information and bookings: (03) 5760 2600
Proudly sponsored by:

Could you be a permanent care
parent?
There are a number of children supported by the Department of Health &
Human Services who require a family for life as they are unable to live with
their birth families. We are seeking committed and motivated people who
would be interested in learning more about providing a permanent family for a
child.
Assistance payments are made to the Permanent Care family to assist with
the day to day expenses of caring for a child/young person. Assistance
payments are considered to be a reimbursement for expenses and not an
earned income.
We are also keen to speak with families who are particularly interested in
caring for children aged between 5 and 10 years.
Information sessions are being held on:
Tuesday 28th March 2016 at 6:00pm
Department of Health & Human Services
43-47 Rowan Street, Wangaratta
Thursday 29th March 2016 at 6:00pm
Department of Health & Human Services
163-167 Welsford Street, Shepparton
Bookings not essential. For further information please contact:
Adoption & Permanent Care Program
: 5832 1500

Benalla Support Group for
Children with Special Needs.
Benalla Coffee Morning








Are you are parent with a
child with special needs??
Do you understand what the
NDIS will mean for your person with a Disability?
Then maybe a coffee and a
chat with other families in a
similar position will increase
this knowledge.
October the 1st is rollout
time for the NDIS in this area.

Coffee Dates
16th Feb
16th March
20th April
18th May
15th June
20th July
17th Aug
14th Sept
19th Oct
16th Nov
10.30 am at Hides Bakery Benalla

For more information, give Roslyn Archer a call on 57627057 or
0424918943. alternatively, email at bsgroup@telcoplus.com.au

