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PRINCIPAL'S REFLECTION - Shaun Mason
This strong pathway focus was complemented by the
University Bus Tours that took students from Years 11
and 12 to Melbourne to explore the universities there and
the accommodation and everything that goes with
moving away from home. Our thanks to the staff that
supported these tours, but also to Tomorrow Today
Foundation for ensuring their success.
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Dear Families,
It is stating the obvious to note that the chill has really set in
over the past couple of weeks. The wind is bitter, the rain
lashes at your face, and the bite of the cold is strong as it
grips you while you’re on yard duty or simply moving around
the place. Typically, in Winter, nature slows down. Trees and
plants move into hibernation, growth slows, and things take
a little longer to happen. Somehow, schools did not get this
message, we’ve been moving forward with gusto and so
much has continued to happen around the place.
Firstly, our Year 10s had their Pathways Information
Evening and, dare I say it, it was the best Information
Evening I have been to over the course of my time in
education. The students (and their families) were wellprepared, came to the night with excellent questions, and
hopefully left with their questions answered. The attendance
was outstanding, and I’ve been reflecting on how wonderful
it is to be a part of a community that is so engaged in the
learning and future hopes of these young people. My thanks
to Jason Boyle, Jordan Smith, Jamie Morrison, and Brendan
Walsh for sharing their knowledge on stage, but to all the
Learning Coaches and staff who attended and supported our
community by sharing their insights into their Learning
Areas and subjects. To Kristy Hanrahan for the behind-thescenes work, my heartfelt thanks. Our Pathways interviews
have occurred, also indicated this level of preparation and
interest, and helps set our students up for success. Thanks
again to all those involved in those interviews and those who
helped to ensure their success in the background.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

June is Pride Month around the world. A month where
we consider the diversity of our world and provides us the
opportunity to acknowledge the diversity of our FCJ
College community. I’m proud to work in a place where
people of all faiths, genders, sexualities, abilities, and
cultures are respected equally. It is our great privilege and
responsibility to be the face of God to all the young
people we encounter in our day. In the words of Pope
Francis:
“Catholic schools should stimulate in the pupils an
openness to the other as a face, as a person, as a brother
and sister to know and to respect, with his or her history,
merits and defects, riches and limits. The challenge is to
cooperate to train young people to be open and interested
in the reality that surrounds them, capable of care and
tenderness.”
Our assembly this week centred on the theme of
inclusiveness and grounded in the FCJ characteristic of
Gentleness. I’m confident that we will continue to be a
place of unequivocal welcome and love for all humans,
regardless of their views or differences, accepting them
and treating them as made in the image and likeness of
God.
Enjoy a well-earned break, and we’ll see you all next term.

Shaun Mason
Principal

36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA
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FCJ COLLEGE'S
COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY
All students enrolled, and any child visiting
FCJ College, have a right to feel safe and be
safe. The wellbeing of children in our care will
always be our first priority and we have zero
tolerance to child abuse. We aim to create a
child safe and child friendly environment
where children feel safe and are free to enjoy
life to the full without any concern for their
safety.
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U3 OES Ski Trip
Benalla Careers Day for Yr 10 Students

Victoria's new
Child Safe Standards
Click Here
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ELLA OGDEN

FINN WALSH

'g
Vice-Captain
Vice-Captain
Finn:
Good morning everyone, welcome again to today’s assembly - continuing from our last assembly, we will be talking about gentleness, but
this time in its relation to inclusivity.
Gentleness for me is about going about things with self-control, not being too forceful with your opinions, and being willing to listen to
everyone’s ideas and stories to gauge a better understanding of each other. Whether it be showing empathy and compassion to
someone who is going through a tough time or just taking a moment to talk to someone you usually don’t speak much with. These are all
examples of showing gentleness. As Pope Francis said “The poor and pilgrims be treated with the utmost care and attention.” I think this
quote shows that everyone, especially those marginalized should be treated for just the same. I also think gentleness is the ability to
show humility, and humbleness, let one’s achievements speak for themselves and be able to admit where one is wrong even when you
feel ashamed.
Ella:
Continuing with Finn, to gain a proper understanding of what gentleness is, we need to also consider what it is not. Gentleness is not
rushing in and getting the job done. Sure you may get it done but, think of all the things you missed, the silly mistakes we make when we
are reckless and rush, taking for granted the moments we had to appreciate the time we have, the moments of peace the world gives us.
Gentleness is being considerate, taking your time and approaching life with the perspective that it is not your world. Gentleness is not
passive, it is not being compliant and allowing things to occur without a response or action. It requires strength, resistance to brutality,
and objecting to something when it isn’t right. It is responding with a tender awareness of others' experiences and pain, being able to be
understanding and conscious during the moments where gentleness seems far-fetched. And being able to stay consistent and trying our
best to be the best versions of ourselves and treat others how we’d wish to be treated, which sounds simple. Thus leading on to
Inclusivity which comes on par with gentleness…
Finn:
Inclusivity is as the name suggests all about ensuring that everyone, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, sexuality, political opinion or
anything else, is treated with the respect and dignity that they deserve. For me, inclusivity has two meanings, a give and take relationship
where one: We, as I said before, should respect each other as individuals, allowing our differences to make us who we are and celebrate
the differences of others because that makes them who they are and unique. Inclusivity is all about how if someone isn’t like you it
doesn’t make their differences bad, it's just that, different. Like how boring would a world be if we were all the same? My second take on
inclusivity is not excluding someone if they have done something wrong, this will just make them angry at you, you angry at them and has
no benefit for anyone. It is about trying to find out why they have made this mistake and attempting to not just show them what they have
done but leading the way for them to repair the damage they have made and re-educating them so that this mistake is not made again. I
think many of us can think of a time when perhaps someone has done something that may seem so bad that you thought you couldn’t
forgive them, now not worthy to talk to. I think that this is a mindset that we have to get out of, actually, my mum showed me a good quote
the other day, it said: “show respect even to people who don’t deserve it, not as a reflection of their character, but as a reflection of
yours.” I think it is important to still be inclusive to others who may have wronged you in the past. This doesn’t mean you believe in what
they have said or excuse their actions, but make an attempt to show them that the door is still open for them to try and make amends and
to change. With reconciliation week happening a few weeks ago, our religion class, as I imagine many of your classes may have all
watched Kevin Rudd’s apology speech from 2008. I think that this is such an important speech, where Kevin Rudd on behalf of the
Australian people apologised for all the hurt European people have caused to the Indigenous people of Australia. Kevin wasn’t trying to
make an excuse for the hurt done, he wasn’t trying to undermine the pain experienced by the stolen generation, instead, he just
apologised, acknowledging all the wrongs done in the past and committing to change to build a better, more inclusive society.
Ella:
This is a quote by Theodore Melfi “You have a responsibility to make inclusion a daily thought, so we can get rid of the word 'inclusion.'”,
after thinking about that, about being in a world where there is no need for the word inclusion as our society has grown to accept
everyone, showing each other the respect and treatment that we are all entitled to. It forces me to think, how could I strive toward that
seemingly fairy-tale-like fantasy world. But objecting to popular belief there is no snap of your fingers answer, there is no amount of
research that could further accelerate our current society toward that desired world. I suppose I could spend the next two minutes talking
about how we should include everyone, in the hopes of even changing the perspective of at least a group of you. But Inclusivity is
something we all know, we know what it means and we know or should know how we can be inclusive. So why are there still riffs, still
minority groups and divisions between friends and communities? Again, I don’t have a defined resolution for these inquiries these...
nagging questions that no doubt some of you would have had at least once. But my input is, to be kind, respectful and gentle and
encouraging of others. Take a step back and acknowledge if anyone is excluded and include them, making them feel cherished and
accepted. And take this mentality with you, especially as we reach the middle of June, where our focus is guided to those who are a part
of the LGBTQ+ community, ensuring that they feel encouraged to be themselves and to be able to express themselves without the risk of
exclusion and rejection from others. Which I think as individuals is such an important part of our lives, as we come across people with
different stories, backgrounds and experiences and with the ability for us to accept them and appreciate them for who they do not only
make us better people but further encourages other people to reciprocate that attitude, and feel more accepted, welcomed and included
in our society. Which depending on other stories, helps take the strain of everyday life stress out of the knowledge that at least one
person cares for them, regardless of their differences and unique qualities that make them distinctive and special.
Thank you all for listening, I hope you took away something from our recollection of what is inclusivity with ties to our School’s theme of
Gentleness. And we hope as you leave this assembly and when you enter the school holidays, you attempt to be more inclusive,
approaching life with gentleness and treating everyone with the same respect and compassion that everyone deserves. Even going out of
your way to talk to someone who you don’t normally talk to, including someone who looks lost or even catching yourself when you are not
being inclusive and making small changes to your attitude, which will help you approach life with gentleness and the instinct to include
someone rather than exclude.
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Year 7 Music Concert
What a musical semester!
Congratulations to Year 7 musicians for performing on the stage. You appeared confident on the
day after lots of practising. Well done to you all for establishing your musical ability, collaborative
skills and forming a friendship through music. You are such great team players! Keep practising and
listening to music.
A special thanks to Adam and Shaun for supporting the Year 7 Music program throughout the
semester. The students learnt a lot from you.
- Ms Ashby
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Year 9 Health
In the Year 9 Health classes over a period of three weeks, students worked in groups to provide an entertaining,
informative video conveying the group's perspective and knowledge on positive relationships and the importance of them
in our everyday lives. Students were given license as to what format the videos could be done. Students were required to
research information pertaining to the topic, plan their presentation and then record and edit it prior to submission.

Year 8 Woodwork

In Woodwork this term, the Year 8 students have been constructing a
wooden stool. They have been required to read diagrams and measurements
and use the hand tools they were taught to use in Year 7, to cut the timber
and then assemble it together as the stool.
This work has consolidated the skills they were taught in Year 7. The
students were patient in waiting for the Woodwork room to be redeveloped
so they could gain access and commence their work.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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VCE Studio Art ventured to Melbourne to explore two very different exhibition spaces as part of their studies this year.
The mysterious Flinders Street Station Ballroom and surrounding hidden rooms were opened up to the public to become a
contemporary art exhibition devised by Australian artist Patricia Piccinini. The exhibition was like an eco system of hyperreal silicone sculptures, video, sound and light installation. There were enormous dioramas, sentient saplings, nurturing
marine mammals and enormous life sustaining foliage. It was an exhibition where nature and technology coexist and
combine. It was an eye opener for our students who were privileged to see such diverse artworks. Afterwards, students
enjoyed lunch in Melbourne’s Degraves Laneway before attending the second exhibition space at the NGV Australia in
Federation Square. Here the students viewed the Annual Top Arts 2022 Exhibition showcasing the exceptional work of
students who have completed Studio Art in 2021.
This exhibition highlighted the resilience and creativity of young VCE artists who used art to explore and understand the
world around them. Here, our students were able to view Visual Diaries of an exemplary standard by exhibiting students,
and attend a forum by the exhibition curator.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Photography Exhibition
Benalla Art Gallery

The Yr 10 Studio Art class was able to explore a fine art and
documentary photography exhibition at the Benalla Art
gallery at the end of term. The exhibition titled ‘Acts 1-V11’
by a photographer collective named Oculi, explored seven
modes of being; love and fear, trauma and grief, freedom
and oppression, control and uncertainty, belonging and
exclusion, science and spirit, life and death.

The students were introduced to Education & Public
Programs Curator, Brenda Wellman who was able to
describe to them the ideas and design of the
exhibition.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Spamalot Prop Making
The Year 10 Engineering students who had finished their class work, volunteered to make some props
for this year's production. Zach worked on making a pile of muck from some polystyrene boxes,
while Hannah and Georgia created a campfire from sticks scrounged from around the school yard.

VCAL Projects

Meg has already started on next term's work, repurposing wooden

circles (cut from Ryan's giant Connect4 game) into a colourful
children's toy. Meg is planning on using the new game when she
begins her childcare career.
Ed is making progress on his bench seat project, welding and
grinding the frame in readiness for construction.
- Mrs Carolyn Mackenzie (Teacher)
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University Bus Tour
On 10 June, a group of 47 Year 11 and 12 students travelled to Melbourne on
a University Bus Tour.
They visited Deakin, Melbourne, RMIT and Latrobe Universities. The
students were able to speak to current students, talking about their
experience of university life and career path. Although a little wet, the
day was very informative and enjoyable. Thanks to the Tomorrow Today
Foundation for hosting the day.
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Victorian Young Leaders:
Global Youth Forum
This is FCJ College’s second year of being involved in the Victorian Young Leaders: Global Youth Forum. This program is an
interactive online three-part learning program, designed to deepen students’ understanding of identity, belonging, culture,
globalisation and what it means to be a global citizen. This program enabled our students access to different global
perspectives and helped them apply knowledge and skills to solve problems in real world situations, to help them to be
active and informed global citizens.
Throughout the forum they heard from experts, explored stories and interacted with peers from across the AsiaPacific to critically examine global citizenship and debate with their peers, issues facing education and schooling in the
current global context. The forums culminated in a final presentation where our students created a short presentation
to address their chosen issue in education and shared this with many other schools in Victoria and across the AsiaPacific.
Our Year 9 students, who were involved in the program, chose the global and local issue of ‘lack of resources’. The
students proposed the idea of fundraising to support a small country school called Broken Creek Primary School to
access more resources for their students. Our 2022 Global Youth Leaders will now work together to make this
fundraiser a reality.

Student Reflection
Twenty students from Year 9 attended the Asia Education
Foundation’s Global Youth Leaders Forum. Three sessions were held
for this forum, a pre-forum, where we listened to many guest
speakers including Sizol Fuyana, Ahmed Hassan and Anna Louey,
Jessie Tang, Dinuki Rajapaksha and Zac Chu from The Centre Of
Multicultural Youth. They talked about many major global topics
like globalisation, climate change and identity.
Our main forum was conducted by a not-for-profit organisation
called High Resolves. We participated in activities including
breakout rooms, sharing our thoughts on a platform called Padlet
and connecting ideas on a website called Miro.
At the end of the main forum, we were asked to make a
prototype on a key issue in education. Collectively as a school, we
chose lack of resources and to donate certain key product/s to
small schools to help with their education. Our post forum was all
about sharing our ideas with other schools within Victoria and all
over the world.
We created a video to share our idea. Different schools had many
ideas and we received great feedback from others too! Overall this
was a great experience to be involved in and we are all grateful.
- Elizabeth Ireland and Molly Van Der Schoor
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Kindness & Altruism
In Year 10, as part of Positive Education we have been discussing the intrinsic value of kindness and altruism. The
students watched the film 'Paying it Forward' and were then encouraged to carry out Random Acts of Kindness.
Some of these acts are too good to not share. The student has asked to remain anonymous in keeping with a
selfless act.
"My first 'Pay it Forward' was to give $10 to the school canteen, so if somebody forgets their money or their card declines,
then they will still be able to get food. The boy came and thanked me afterwards.
My second Act was that I went to the Reject Shop and bought a truck and a doll and took them down to St Vinnies and
donated them. I then re-paid for them so that if a child wants them, they can get them for free.
My third Act of Kindness was to donate $5 to the Ronald McDonald foundation. Then lastly, my friends and I started up a free
sanitary box at our dance club.
I liked the 'Paying it Forward' activity as these were just simple acts of kindness for me to do, but for others, they were able to
eat lunch, get a brand new toy, and have somewhere warm and cozy to stay while their child is undergoing serious treatment
in a hospital."

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 10 Food Tech

The Year 10 Food Tech class is currently studying
primary and secondary processing of dairy.
They headed out to Little Cedar Farm, Winton where
they learnt about goat dairy farming and goat cheese
production.
The students participated in a goat cheese tasting
which covered Chevrette, soft ripened goat cheese,
marinated goat cheese and whey caramel.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 12 Australian History

This week in Year 12 Australian History, the class, along with Mr Mount and Mr Mason, joined together to step back in time
to share a wartime ration cookbook meal - a mix of sandwiches and a sugar and butter free apple and pear crumble. We
sat and listened to PM Menzies declare war on Germany and discussed the propaganda posters that were used at the time
to generate patriotic feelings on the home

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA

enquiries: 5762 1222

23 JUNE 2022

TERM 2 WEEK 9

Personal Achievement
Joe Berry
Joe Berry has been selected into the Victorian Country under-16 AFL Academy side. This has been on the back of initially
being selected into the Murray Bushrangers under-16 side. This initial selection was over the summer months of trials
through

training
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matches.
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much
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Region/North East Region. Joe played in the three matches for the Murray Bushrangers under-16 side, which is part of the
NAB AFL Futures Development program.

He played matches against Greater Western Sydney Academy (GWS), Gippsland Power and Dandenong Stingrays. Joe
was named in the best on two out of the three games played. On the back of this good form, Joe was then invited to the
Vic Country trials. There were 50 young talented players identified through the NAB AFL Futures program to try out from
country Victoria.

Joe has attended training sessions, athletic testing, an intra club practice match and played the Vic Metro team twice
over the past six weeks. The first trial match was held at Ikon Park which was very exciting for a young player. Joe has
made the final 28 person squad and has attended the Essendon Hangar facilities twice over the past few weeks. On the
first occasion it was a camp for two days. Lots of coaching, nutrition, health & wellbeing sessions and getting to know
everyone with the second game against Vic Metro being held.

On Sunday 5 June, Joe attended the Essendon Hangar facilities for the official jumper presentation, final training session
and team selection for the first game of the carnival which was held on Saturday 11 June at Ikon Park, against the strong
Vic Metro team.

Joe was selected to play in the first game. The team selected is a 23-person side. The National Carnival comprises of
three matches, match two on the Gold Coast against South Australia at Metricon Oval and the third in South Australia
against the best Western Australian 16 year olds.
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Crystallisation & Filtration - Yr 7

We experimented with solutions e.g., copper sulphate and we discover that once the water
evaporated it turned into crystals (blue) and once we let it sit, it went white and better
yet once you added water it went back to blue/blue-water.
We also did 2 other solutions sugar water and salt water. We heated them up on the Bunsen
burners in an evaporating dish, with the sugar water it ended up being like a caramel
solution, well it would caramelize and if you left it under heat for too long it would turn dark
brown, hard and would stick to the dish. With the salt water we also put it on top of the
Bunsen burner, and it made a layer of salt then when it cooled down it went back to salt
crystals with a bit of water in it.
We had a fun time in science, and we got to filter certain things through special filter paper.
My lab partner and I filtered chalk solution, clay solution, carbon solution and copper sulphate
solution. They all were different like the chalk had little chunks of it left over. The carbon
solution made a layer the clay solution also had a layer, and the copper sulphate solution just
stained the paper a little bit blue it just went straight through the paper.
- Charlie O'Meara & Warick Jury

Bridge Testing - Year 8

The year 8 classes have been working on the STEM project, Building
bridges for the past few weeks. The bridge's only criteria had to be 30
cm long, 8cm wide and 8cm high.
We were to work in groups to design and construct a bridge using
limited materials supplied which are100 icy pole sticks (10.5cm long x
10mm wide x 2mm thick), PVA glue and 3m string.

Chemical Reactions - Year 9
Year 9’s carried out a series of chemical reactions including
making a compound magnesium oxide from magnesium and
oxygen, conserving mass in a chemical reaction by collecting
the gas products in a balloon, and neutralising action of antacids
using indicators.

We also submitted an individual scientific poster using the template.
The bridge must be able to span 30cm, which is a clear distance of
30cm between the two
Supports. The width of each available support on each side of the gap
is 1.5cm.
There were many different designs and ideas throughout the classes,
all with strengths and weaknesses but only one could prevail. For 8Z,
Nate Margrie, and Cameron Mackerels’ bridge held the most weight in
the year level, with 78.5 kgs. For 8Y, Molly Hayes, Logan Hyland, and
Ibrahim Osman's bridge came 1st with 42 kg. In 8X, Lachy Campbell and
Callum Thompson came 1st with 24.3 kg. - Freya Mount
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Some recent purchases in the library for the students:

Guardians (Wylah : the Koorie warrior) by Jordan Gould and Richard Pritchard.
Meet Wylah: warrior, hero and friend. Her adventures
have been 40,000 years in the making!
Wylah is brave, clever and strong-willed, and all her best friends
are giant megafauna animals. But she isn't a warrior. Not yet,
anyway.
Then comes the day when her family is stolen by the dragon army,
and her life is forever changed. She must find the courage to set
out on a journey to save them. What will it take for Wylah to
become a warrior, like her Grandmother before her?
Introducing an unforgettable cast of characters, Wylah The Koorie
Warrior is a heart-stopping and imaginative adventure, inspired by
First Nations history and grounded in culture.

Ghosted by Emily Barr

Ariel's accidental meeting with a handsome stranger called Joe is
completely perfect; they have an instant connection. They exchange
numbers and agree to meet when he is back from a trip to France. But
when Ariel messages him, the number Joe gave her is disconnected.
He's ghosted her. She assumes she will never see him again. Except
she does, again and again. Ariel returns to the place she and Joe met,
and is stunned to find him there, not in France as he said he'd be, and
behaving as if he has no idea who she is. It turns out that their first
meeting has been life-changing for them both, actually it's even more
than that for Joe. But what do you do when - with every day that passes you're literally growing apart from the best person you've ever known.

Twin Crowns by Catherine Doyle and Katherine Webber
A high-stakes fantasy rom-com about twin princesses separated at birth—one
raised as the crown princess, and the other taken as an infant and raised to
kidnap her sister, steal the crown, and avenge the parents' murders.
Wren Greenrock has always known that one day she would steal her sister’s
place in the palace. Princess Rose Valhart knows that with power comes
responsibility.
Two sisters separated at birth and raised into entirely different worlds are
about to get to know each other’s lives a whole lot better. But as coronation
day looms closer and they each strive to claim their birthright, the sinister
Kingsbreath, Willem Rathborne, becomes increasingly determined that neither
will succeed. Who will ultimately rise to power and wear the crown?

NCCD Information Sheet for
Parents, Carers and Guardians

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) On School
Students with Disability
What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data?
Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with
Disability (NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments
or “help” at school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of
students with disability.

Who is counted in the data collection?
To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions:
1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same
basis as other students?
2. Is the help given because of a disability? The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students.
3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide?
4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons
that the student needs this help? The school will need to keep copies of tests, student
work, assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and
information about how the student’s learning is moving along over time.
Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a
disability group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student.

What does the word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD?
In the NCCD the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). There
are four types of disability that the school can choose from: sensory, cognitive, social-emotional
and physical.
Many students that need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students with
learning problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia),
health problems (e.g. epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/hearing
loss and social-emotional problems (e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).
Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support
students with their learning. Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a

CECV NCCD Information Sheet for Parents, Carers and Guardians Page | 1

student in NCCD. Teachers can use all that they know about the student’s learning and the records
that they have collected over time to decide if a student can be counted in the NCCD.

What sort of help does the school give students?
Students need different types of help at school. Some students need a little help sometimes while
other students need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs
of the student. The help can include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or
things like special desks or chairs), extra teacher help in classes, special learning programs, changes
to the work they give the student or extra adult help.

How will the NCCD be different this year?
All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015. The government will use the
NCCD data as part of the funding to schools.

What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD?
Schools work together with families to understand the needs of each child. It is helpful if families
give their child’s teacher a copy of any letters or reports they have. The letters or reports will help
the school understand the child and the help that they might need. Letters from doctors,
psychologists, speech pathologists, doctor, and occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for
schools. These reports along with information that the teacher has (i.e. school based tests, your
child’s work and learning plans) helps the school to understand and meet your child’s needs.

What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information?
Each school principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year. The school will give the
information to the Catholic Education Office. The school will work with the Catholic Education
Office to make sure that the NCCD data is OK before they give the data to the government. The
government will not be given the names of any students or any letters or records. Please ask your
school for their privacy policy if you need to know more.

Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD?
Amendments were made to the Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation
2013). Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD. You cannot ask the
school not to count your child.

Where can I find out more?
Please contact your child’s school if you have further questions about the NCCD and/or refer to the
national NCCD Portal.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS
FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great
outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the
world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All
are a part of a healthy curriculum.
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:
• $125 for primary school students
• $225 for secondary school students

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from the
website below.
If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last
year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year unless there has been a change in
your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any
of the following changes have occurred:
•
new student enrolments; your child has
started or changed schools this year.
•
changed family circumstances; such as a
change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/legal guardian details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–
Foster parent* OR

–

–

OR

Veterans affairs pensioner

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

Student details
Child’s surname

Child’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink customer
details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise the
Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DHHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund provided by DET.
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

CSEF ELIGIBILITY
Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
Criteria 1 – Eligibility
To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or nongovernment Victorian primary or secondary school must:
•

on the first day of Term one, or;

•

on the first day of Term two;
a)
b)
c)

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans
Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC)
holder, OR
Be a temporary foster parent, and;
Submit an application to the school by the due date.

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund

(education.vic.gov.au)

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.
Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive.
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or
secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive.
CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE.
Eligibility Date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (27 January 2021) or term two (19 April 2021).

PAYMENT AMOUNTS
CSEF payment amount
The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the
benefit of the eligible student.
•

Primary school student rate: $125 per year.

•

Secondary school student rate: $225 per year.

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or
excursion costs for your child.
For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: Camps,

Sports and Excursions Fund (education.vic.gov.au)

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary
schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM
NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN
1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section.
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school.
If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of
documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner Gold
card to the school.
2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school.
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2021 closes on 25
June, 2021.
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years.
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school.

