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right here in the
Benalla region. If you

Dear Families,
As we head towards the fourth week of Lent, we continue our
preparations for the Easter celebrations. During Lent, our
Church quietens, it reflects, we become more prayerful, more
conscious of others’ needs. This Lent, our attention is honed to
those people suffering in our community and those suffering
beyond our immediate community. We think of those people
in Ukraine who are living in fear, who are frightened beyond
all belief and those who have lost loved ones in this futile war.
Caritas Australia is working with Caritas Ukraine to collect
donations to support those impacted by this tragedy. Our
school is fundraising for Project Compassion to support the
wonderful work of Caritas Australia, knowing that our small
contribution plays a large part in the global picture.
We also think of those closer to home, those in NSW and QLD
who have suffered terribly in the recent flooding events up
there. We’ve all seen the awful scenes of people’s belongings,
their lives, muddy and ruined and simply tossed out onto the
streets. We are conscious also of the great work of St Vinnies
locally, and we encourage all members of the community to
support this local charity. More information can be found at
https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Find_Help/Flood_appeal/
Over the past few weeks, I have taken the opportunity to visit
some of our partner schools and to meet some of their
wonderful students. I’ve been to St Mary’s in Mansfield and St
John’s in Euroa, with a visit to St Joseph’s planned shortly. My
thanks to the staff and students at these schools, especially Mrs
Trish Etcell and Mrs Therese Stewart and Mrs Mary Dunstan,
the Principals of these fantastic schools. During these visits,
I've spoken to students in Grades 5 and 6 about FCJ College
and
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how

are interested in seeing
more of what we offer
here at FCJ College,
we are hosting a Meet
the Principal Morning
on 5 April and I can’t
wait to make you all
very welcome and
have some of our students show you around our great
school. Please see the flyer in this newsletter for more
information.
On behalf of the FCJ College Community, we also
congratulate Fr Vijay Bandanadam on his recent
installation as Parish Priest of the St Joseph’s Parish,
Benalla. We are blessed to have Fr Vijay in our community,
his kind heart and generous nature have been an asset to
our school and Parish, and we’re hopeful we can see more
of him at school now that restrictions have eased
somewhat! We loved having him join the staff for morning
tea this week to celebrate his installation.
I trust the week ahead treats you all well.
God bless,

Shaun Mason
Principal
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FCJ COLLEGE'S
COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY
All students enrolled, and any child visiting
FCJ College, have a right to feel safe and be
safe. The wellbeing of children in our care will
always be our first priority and we have zero
tolerance to child abuse. We aim to create a
child safe and child friendly environment
where children feel safe and are free to enjoy
life to the full without any concern for their
safety.

March

28-30
30

31

Year 9 Outdoor Ed Hike
Year 7 Welcome BBQ

April
4-5

Year 10 OES - Abseiling/Paddling Trip

6

Students' last day Term 1

7

Parent Teacher Interviews (Student
Free Day)

9-24

School Holidays

25

ANZAC Day - Student Free Day

26

Term 2 commences

26-6 Apr

Summer to Winter Uniform Transition

26-27

Year 12 Retreat

29

School Photo Day

Easter Egg Raffle

Uniform Shop
Open Hours

1st Prize: Basket of Easter Eggs (made by Olivia Prtiestly-Halliday
& Ms Mackenzie
2nd Prize: Box of Easter Eggs
3rd Prize: Jar of lollies

Raffle tickets have been handed out in pastoral group.

Wednesdays
1pm - 4pm
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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TERM 1 WEEK 8

'You've got What it Takes'
Award Presentation
On Friday 18 March, Hamoudi Al-Saghir was presented with his "Weary Dunlop" You've Got What It

Takes Award, along with other award winners from the Euroa electorate. The award is one that has
been presented over the last couple of decades, by the Nationals Member of parliament for Euroa. It

acknowledges those students within each school who work hard and strive to succeed and who
display the same characteristics as shown by Sir Edward 'Weary' Dunlop.

Owing to COVID restrictions last year, the presentation of the 2021 awards was held off until this year.

Hamoudi was joined at the presentation by his mother Souriya, his brother Shadi and Mr Boyle. The
day commenced with a virtual reality escape room experience for the award recipients. After lunch,
everyone received a guided tour of the Victorian Parliament House and spent time in both chambers,

the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council where the differences between the two were
explained and some interesting insights into conduct and protocol were explained. The history of the
building was also explained and it was very interesting to know that the building was where

Commonwealth Parliament conducted its affairs whilst Canberra and Federal Parliament House were
being built! After the tour, Hamoudi along with the other recipients, received their certificates from

Steph Ryan, the National Party's Member of Parliament for Euroa. It was a very interesting and
informative day. It is fair to say that Hamoudi and his family were immensely proud of the award and
also humbled to be a recipient of it.
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VCAL News
Olivia and the Youth Ministry team are running an Easter Egg
raffle this term to raise money for Caritas. Last week Olivia
was given a crash course in making Easter eggs from Belgian
chocolate. She learned how to decorate moulds, temper
chocolate and how to mould and unmould the eggs. The
goodies have been gift wrapped and are the major prize for
the raffle. This prize is worth about $300 and contains about 7
bazillion calories. Olivia is running this event to complete one
of her Outcomes for her VCAL certificate.
Tickets will be distributed to all students this week, with a
prize being awarded to the class with the highest ticket sales.
Each complete booklet sold will also earn a free raffle ticket.
Please support this important fundraiser which will help out
flood victims and the Ukraine.

Mrs Carolyn Mackenzie
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HUME REGIONAL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to all our swimmers who competed at the School Sport Victoria Hume Regional Championships in
Wodonga. This team is our most successful in years and we are extremely proud of them for making it this far!
Special mention to Year 7 student Kadey Macklin who was awarded Age Champion. Kadey came 1st in the 50m freestyle,
50m breastroke, 50m backstroke and 2nd in the 50m butterfly and was part of the girls relay team who came second.
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TIME CAPSULES
Our Year 7 students are currently creating their time capsules. Filling them with personal items and a variety of
memorabilia including letters from great, great grandmothers (99 years of age), photos, measurement of height,
news articles and profiles - all to be opened on their last day of Year 12 in 2027!
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POSITIVE EDUCATION
This term our Year 12 and Youth Ministry
students have spent time in class exploring a range
of mindfulness activities, setting SMART goal and
they have completed the VIA Character Strengths
survey.“Character strengths are the positive parts
of your personality that make you feel authentic
and engaged. You possess all 24-character
strengths in different degrees, giving you a unique
character strengths profile. Research shows that
understanding and applying your strengths can
help

you

to

build

a

better

life.”

https://www.viacharacter.org/
We then asked the students to place their top 5
signature strengths on the fish diagram in a
prominent position. They then had to select some
positive adjectives about themselves from a list of
110 options. Around the fish they had to identify
some of the things that may be holding them back
from achieving their best.
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Year 9 Outdoor Ed
Our Year 9 Outdoor Ed class has been learning about the
safe use of Trangia hiking stoves. This time they attempted
pizzas with varying success!

Student Leadership Workshop
On Wednesday 23 March, we hosted our first
Student Leadership Workshop with the Student
Representative Council (SRC). The SRC consists of
30 students from Years 7-11 who represent those in
their class. The workshop was led by our ten FCJ
College Captains with the focus being on leadership.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA

enquiries: 5762 1222

25 MARCH 2022

TERM 1 WEEK 8

Year 10 Systems Engineering
The Year 10 Systems Engineering class has used CAD
and 3D printing to create components for a prototype
electric bed remote control for the vision impaired.
They are currently assembling the prototypes using
cardboard, foam and the 3D printed parts for testing
with some blindfolded Year 9 students. They are
working through the STEM process to design, make
and then evaluate the prototypes.
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Science

Observing, measuring & recording - Yr 7
These experiments were fun and different. The one that I enjoyed
the most was the heat and cold one (I think it was activity two).
We did five kinds of mini experiments that included using test

TERM 1 WEEK 8

Paper Bridge - Yr 8
Year 8s Investigating ways of creating a strong structure for a
bridge using only a piece of paper, wooden blocks, a sheet of paper
and a number of coins or weights.

tubes, beakers, copper sulfate and some other equipment. The first
experiment was pouring vinegar into a test tube and adding sodium
bicarbonate; it basically fizzed immediately. The second - we had to
use two test tubes with water in both. We had to pour sodium
bicarbonate in one and copper sulfate in the other. Then, shaking
both we produced blue bubbling precipitate. For this one, it mostly
changed its colour to the colour of the copper sulfate. The 3rd
experiment was to put one drop of methylated spirits on the back
of your hand and blow. The result was that it just dried quickly but a
little later it went very cold on your hand due to evaporation. The
fourth experiment was to get some lime water and gently blow
through a straw. It went cloudy or milky and changed its colour
subtly, it also bubbled. And the final experiment was to put a few
drops of starch suspension in a test tube and add a tiny bit of iodine
solution to it. It turned purple in colour.
We also measured the amount of air blown into the balloons. Isabella
Jones, Darcy Leenen, Alex Kipping and Addison Awty managed to blow
the highest amount with more than 1.3 grams of air into the
balloon.
We thoroughly enjoyed these science experiments and I look
forward to anything further in the laboratory. That was a fun day.
- Warick Jury and Amelia Keen
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Power & the Future - Yr 9

Year 9s investigated different energy sources for the power for
the future. They presented a 5-minute presentation with
prepared models on any one of the energy sources using different
materials including a 3D printer. The energy sources included
coal, oil, gas, biomass, geothermal, nuclear, solar power, wind,
hydro, tidal and wave.
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Round robin 1
On 18 March, many of our students travelled to various locations such as Seymour,
Euroa and Broadford to compete against other schools in team sports such as cricket,
tennis, volleyball and lawn bowls.
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Recently the College was fortunate to be gifted a copy of a book written by past FCJ College student,
Joseph Mack. Joseph was a student with us, finishing in 2001. He went on to join the Defence
Forces, graduating from the Australian Defence Force Academy, and holds a Master of War Studies
from the University of New South Wales. Joseph has a long standing interest in military aviation
history and the Second World War. He is a current serving member of the Royal Australian Air Force.

Strong to Serve is the story of Fred Riley
and his experiences during WWII, flying
Spitfires for the allies.
Following training in Australia, Canada
and the UK, Fred Riley flew Spitfires with
No 130 (Punjab) Squadron RAF from
October 1943 until December 1944.
Flying the Spitfire Mk.V, he escorted
bombers, flew fighter sweeps, and
undertook hazardous patrols on D-Day.
With a new Spitfire Mk.XIV, Fred
intercepted V-1 flying bombs aimed at
London. Later, from the Netherlands
and Belgium, he conducted anti jet and
low-level sorties over those countries
and into Germany. During one such
flight, Fred and his colleagues were
surprised by a superior force of
Luftwaffe fighters. Fred’s logbook
records historically significant names,
places and events. He served with
notable aces, escorted General
Eisenhower, and protected transport
aircraft during Operation Market
Garden. The logbook ends on 22
December 1944 – Fred was shot down
and severely injured while supporting
beleaguered American forces.

Joseph was fortunate enough to meet with Fred
and interview him. It took 7 months to research
the book and then an additional six weeks to edit
and compile it. The book is available for borrowing from the library. Joseph is currently on exchange
in the United States with his wife and two children.
Mrs Keady

Come and see
us learn!
9.30am Tuesday 5th April 2022
at FCJ College Benalla
FCJ College invites new and existing families to visit the school, meet the
Principal and see our school in action. Tours will be available to showcase our
learning and teaching programs. Morning Tea is also provided.
If you would like to attend please register your interest with
Kristy Hanrahan via email kristy.hanrahan@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

TERM ONE WEEK 7 2022

NIHONGO
CORNER
JAPANESE CORNER

Phrase of the Week

せかい は せまい で
す
Sekai wa semai desu

What's Happening?
Cultural Diversity Week: 19-27 March 2022
Cultural Diversity Week invites us to reconnect,
share and express ourselves creatively through this
year’s theme; ‘Connecting Through Culture’.

It’s a small world

This theme acknowledges the important role
young people can play in celebrating our cultural
diversity and bringing unity and harmony to our
communities.
In our Japanese classes this week we will be asking
the questions:
Do you know your heritage? What values,
traditions and culture has been handed down by
previous generations?

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS
FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great
outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the
world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All
are a part of a healthy curriculum.
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:
• $125 for primary school students
• $225 for secondary school students

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from the
website below.
If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last
year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year unless there has been a change in
your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any
of the following changes have occurred:
•
new student enrolments; your child has
started or changed schools this year.
•
changed family circumstances; such as a
change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/legal guardian details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–
Foster parent* OR

–

–

OR

Veterans affairs pensioner

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

Student details
Child’s surname

Child’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink customer
details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise the
Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DHHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund provided by DET.
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

CSEF ELIGIBILITY
Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
Criteria 1 – Eligibility
To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or nongovernment Victorian primary or secondary school must:
•

on the first day of Term one, or;

•

on the first day of Term two;
a)
b)
c)

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans
Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC)
holder, OR
Be a temporary foster parent, and;
Submit an application to the school by the due date.

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund

(education.vic.gov.au)

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.
Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive.
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or
secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive.
CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE.
Eligibility Date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (27 January 2021) or term two (19 April 2021).

PAYMENT AMOUNTS
CSEF payment amount
The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the
benefit of the eligible student.
•

Primary school student rate: $125 per year.

•

Secondary school student rate: $225 per year.

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or
excursion costs for your child.
For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: Camps,

Sports and Excursions Fund (education.vic.gov.au)

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary
schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM
NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN
1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section.
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school.
If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of
documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner Gold
card to the school.
2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school.
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2021 closes on 25
June, 2021.
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years.
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school.

Collection Notice for parents/guardians
2021 Student Residential Address and Other Information
The Australian Government Department of Education, Skills and Employment (the department) would like to
advise you that a request has been made for your child’s school to provide residential address and other
information as required under the Australian Education Regulation 2013 (Cth).
The school is required to provide the department with the following information about each student at the
school:
•
•
•
•

Names and residential addresses of students’ parent(s) and/or guardian(s)
Student residential address (excluding student names)
Whether the student is a primary or secondary student (education level)
Whether the student is boarding or a day student (boarding status).

Your child’s school generates a unique and unidentifiable record number for each student record. The number
is only used by the school for this collection. It is not allowed to be used for any other purpose. The number
indicates to the department that each record provided is for one student.

Purpose of the collection
The Student Residential Address and Other Information Collection (the Collection) informs Australian
Government school education policy and helps ensure funding for non-government schools is based on need.
The information collected will be used to inform school funding calculations. It is combined with data held by
the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) to calculate a non-government school community’s anticipated
capacity to contribute to the costs of schooling.
From 2020, a new measure of capacity to contribute, the Direct Measure of Income (DMI), was introduced.
The DMI is based on the median income of parents or guardians of students at a non-government school using
data collected through the Collection. More information about the DMI can be found at
https://www.education.gov.au/what-direct-measure-income.

Use and disclosure of personal information
Your personal information is protected by law under the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) (Privacy Act). Personal
information is information or an opinion about an identifiable individual. Personal information includes an
individual’s name and contact details.
Any use or disclosure of your personal information must occur in accordance with Privacy Act and the
Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation 2013.
Your personal information provided to the department through the Collection may be:

•
•

•
•

disclosed to the ABS for the purposes of capacity to contribute calculations and analysis as a part of
the Multi-Agency Data Integration Project (MADIP). Further information about MADIP can be found
on the MADIP page on the ABS website.
disclosed to a contracted auditor where the department may from time to time, carry out an audit of
a school’s submission to the Collection. The contracted auditor compares the school’s submission with
the student enrolment information held by the school and will not use the information for any other
purpose
disclosed to its service providers for the purposes of the provision of information and communications
technology support services to the department
used or disclosed where it is otherwise required or authorised by law.

The department does not intend to disclose your personal information to any overseas recipients.
The department’s privacy policy can be found at www.dese.gov.au and includes information on:
•
•
•

how individuals can access and seek correction of the personal information held by the department;
how complaints about potential breaches or breaches of the Privacy Act can be made;
how the department will deal with these complaints.

The department commissioned an independent privacy impact assessment (PIA). The PIA assesses the flows of
information under the Collection, compliance with the Privacy Act and measures in place to safeguard the
personal information being collected. The report is being updated, and will be available in 2021 on the
SchoolsHUB Address Collection help and support page. The current version is available at
https://docs.education.gov.au/node/51436.

What do you need to do?
You are not required to do anything. Your school is responsible for providing the requested details to the
department; however, you may wish to ensure that your school has the most up-to-date and correct details
for your family.

Contacts for further information
Your school can provide additional information about the Collection process.
Alternatively, please visit the SchoolsHUB Address Collection help and support page.
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