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Term 3 - 17 September
Principal’s Reflection - Shaun Mason
Dear Families,
It’s great to have our Year 12s back onsite
today, but it’s no secret we would love to have
all our students back. We know you want your
children to return to face to face learning.
However, until this is possible, we want to assure you that our learning and teaching program continues its rigorous patterns even in its online format.
Our staff are continuing to plan, deliver and offer feedback
on learning experiences for all students. Work is continuing to
be adjusted and students continue to be offered extension and
interventions if required. Our regular operations continue. However, remote learning also offers our students new experiences
and opportunities that may never have arisen if we weren’t
forced into this situation over 18 months ago. In fact, they’re
developing a new skill set that employers are looking for now
and will continue to search for into the future.
In engaging actively in our remote learning program, our students are communicating in increasingly complex forms with
different audiences and across multiple platforms. Lockdowns
have forced our students to quickly learn what is appropriate
or not in a variety of different online settings.
Our students are also collaborating with peers in ways previously untapped. Students have always had creative ways of
communicating with each other (who remembers passing notes
in class?!). Today, our students have many more options available to keep in touch with their peers, but lockdowns have provided them with the impetus to not only hone these skills, but
also exploit some of the platforms in ways unimaginable. Their
creativity continues to astound.
Lockdowns and remote
learning have also forced
our students to manage their
own time and solve problems
independently. When at
school, the bell would ring,
and they would move as one
into the next class. At home,
there are many temptations
and possibly opportunities to
not engage in their classes at
the scheduled time. Students
choosing to continue with
their learning, are putting
into practice time manageadmin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

ment and problem-solving
skills that demonstrate a
mature approach to their
own learning and selfregulation.
The development of these
skills, however, depends
on active engagement
in the remote learning
program. Not attending
classes or ‘pretending’
to attend classes means
missed opportunities for
learning. We encourage
all our families to have
a conversation with your
kids about their learning
experiences, check their
attendance in classes over
the past couple of weeks
by visiting PAM (see instructions included in this
newsletter), and give them
a pat on the back for their great work.
We want our students to engage in their learning and we want
them to learn and develop skills that support them now and
into the future. We ask you to support us in our message that
class attendance is essential for quality learning and improved
outcomes.
In this newsletter there is some additional information about the
COVID Vaccination program being offered onsite at FCJ College. Please ensure you read this important information.
Go well,
Shaun Mason
Principal
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Private Music Tuition @ FCJ

Calendar

Sue Ciantar

OCTOBER
4
4-15
5
6-8
6
14
14
28

Term 4 Commences - hats must be worn
Winter to Summer Uniform Transition
GAT
Year 12 Practice Exams
Yr 7-11 COVID vaccinations (first dose)
Celebration Day for Year 12 Students Valedictory
Mass & Dinner (Plan B - 17 November)
Yr 7-11 COVID vaccinations (second dose)

MMusStud,
Dip MusT, ATMusA, Dip Biochem

Piano Teacher
Piano lessons for all ages.
Enquiries welcome.

Telephone: 0418 320 472
Email: mscian@me.com
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FCJ COLLEGE COUNCIL
GOVERNANCE

Introduction
At the time of writing this, I am cognisant that our College is in lockdown. I would like to acknowledge all members
of our community... students, staff, carers and parents, all of whom are experiencing like so many across our country
the challenges of lockdown. I offer my deep gratitude to each of you for your continued work and commitment to
ensuring all in our FCJ school community are safe and cared for in these anxious and sometimes stressful times.
Background
As the incoming FCJ College Council Chair, and with full support of the FCJ College Council, it is timely to provide
to the FCJ College school community a brief overview of the governance structure of FCJ College Benalla.
The Faithful Companions of Jesus own and have governance of two colleges in Victoria; Genazzano FCJ College
Kew, established 1889 and FCJ College Benalla, established 1900. Both colleges were established to support ‘the
mission of Jesus Christ through the Catholic Church and to strive to maintain the vision of Marie Madelaine
d’Houet, where a faith-filled education is provided.’ (Faithful Companions of Jesus - Education Governance Providing for a faith-filled education.)

Incorporation
FCJ College incorporated in 2011, is a company limited by guarantee and governed by the FCJ College Council
according to its constitution. As an incorporated entity, it is bound by the Corporations Act and acts in
accordance with governance standards as set out by Australian CharitIes and Non- for profits Commission.
Responsibility and Reserve Powers
To explain the operation of this Organisational Chart more simply, the FCJ Society own all the assets at the
College, which are then leased by the FCJ Education Board who are the owners of the College. The College
Council manages the College in much the same way that any incorporated business owned by shareholders
manages a business. If necessary, a College Councillor can be replaced by the FCJ Education Board who own the
College business.

Further information and more detail of the operation of the Council's key accountabilities and responsibilities will
be provided in the next College newsletter.
I am very pleased to inform you that the FCJ College Council’s current priorities include working with the College
in the planning of a process to develop a 2022-2024 Strategic Plan. This process will be facilitated by an external
consultant, who will engage all stakeholders in a collaborative process to identify key priorities and directions for
the College.
Yours Sincerely

Pauline Fisher [FCJ College Council Chair]

Students of the Term
YEAR
7

YEAR
8

YEAR
9

YEAR
10

YEAR
11

YEAR
12

Jordan
Gillespie

Indianna
Nicholls

Joe
Berry

Hannah
Kubeil

Miranda
Bennett

Joshua
Cui

Olivia Priestly-Halliday rodeo competition
Year 10 Student Olivia PriestlyHalliday wins the Mt Isa Professional Rodeo Association Junior
Barrel Race. Olivia and her family are new to the Benalla district
having moved down from NSW
over the summer. Olivia and her
parents have been travelling the
rodeo circuit the last 6 weeks whilst
Olivia competed in the various rodeos in outback Queensland.
Olivia has been riding horses since the age of four.
Since then, she has competed in different associations
and events. Over the last couple of years, she started
in the Australian Professional Rodeo Association in the
U18 Junior Barrel race. The season runs for 12 months
in various areas around the country and from July onwards there are a number of events in Queensland,
which are called the Northern run.

Mt Isa is the biggest rodeo in the southern hemisphere
and many competitors are chasing the win there. Olivia’s goal was to win that event and she achieved
that. No doubt Olivia and her parents had a great
time along the way meeting new friends, fishing, site
seeing and learning about outback Queensland while
enjoying some warm weather and no lockdown! All up,
Olivia and her parents drove over 6,500km travelling
with 2 horses, 1 dog and loads of horse feed.
Olivia is currently sitting third in the overall standings
in Junior Barrel racing. She has made the finals to be
held in Warwick QLD later in the year, where she has
a chance to win the Australian Title in her event. We
congratulate her on her successes to date and wish her
the best of luck for the finals.

This ‘run’ starts in Taroom Queensland, which is about
16 hours from Benalla. From there it was off to Charters
Towers, Richmond, Cloncurry before they hit the biggest
rodeo of them all, Mt Isa. Olivia placed at most rodeos
on her trusty horse Vegas with the following results:
Taroom rodeo: 2nd place Junior Barrel race
Richmond rodeo: 2nd place in the jackpot event
Cloncurry rodeo: 2nd place Junior Barrel race
Mt Isa rodeo: 1st place Junior Barrel race
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Recreating Artworks - Year 8

During remote learning the Yr 8s
have been busy recreating artworks in Art class. Here are some
of the wonderful recreations next
to the originals.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Last cooking class for Year 12s, 2021

Lemon Souffle Crepes

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Local Farmer & Irrigation Project (Year 9)

On Thursday 2 September, we had guest speaker Daniel Arnold come and talk to us about farming
and agriculture. Our focus for PBL is promoting farmers for their contribution in the agriculture and food
production industries. With that it mind, it was very nice to have Daniel explain the recent project he
worked on which improved irrigation in the Shepparton farming district. He answered our questions
thoroughly, providing us with eons of information that we could apply to our projects. We are all very
thankful to have this meet go ahead, despite the lockdown.
- Georgie Morrison

Building Parachutes & Pendulums
Last week we completed the investigations on the landing time of a parachute. I found this fun because you had to create your own parachute design
and connect an object to your parachute, then see how long it takes for it to
hit the ground, then you recorded the time taken. We also recorded the time
taken for different designs of parachutes.
We also completed a pendulum experiment a few days ago, and that was fun
too, because we had to get an object, strap it to a wall or ledge, then swing
it side-to-side with a string. We then recorded its period (time taken for one
swing). We also investigated how the period was changed as we increased the
length of the pendulum. I found that experiment very fun.
- Jordan Gillespie (Yr 7)

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Engineering Challenge - cleaning our oceans, rivers, lakes & creeks
Over the last few lessons we were permitted to make our own design that would be put into a waterway and clean and
filter it. This was part of our study on ecosystems. Harrison Bell, Sam Begley and Joe Berry came up with the idea to create
a device that could collect rubbish in Harry’s creek. So with a bucket, mesh and some rope we were able to construct our
designed device and test.
We learnt about the ways we can stop plastic from ending up in our oceans. Our idea was to have a stationary catcher
at the river’s mouth from where most of the plastic enters the ocean. It’s job is to catch that plastic and hold it there until
it is full and then emptied.
Other devices that were constructed included:
1.
Solar powered micro plastics collector
2.
Attachments to the bottom of ship or boats managed by underwater robotics system
3.
The hessian bag
4.
Recycled plastic basket
5.
Stringed plastic device
6.
Floating wire mesh bucket
7.
Sea bin
8.
Solar powered eco bird
- Joe Berry & John Wells (Year 9)

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Spirit of Anzac Award
A few of our PBL students have recently submitted entries
for the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Competition.
The program offers Victorian students in Year 9, 10 and
11 the opportunity to explore Australia’s significant war
and peacekeeping history. Through the program, students
are asked to express their perspectives and understanding of experiences of those who have served. This can be
presented in a range of formats, including essay, artwork,
video, audio, music, webpage or poem.
Our Year 9 PBL class this year have studied Australia’s involvement in World War One and it has provided our students with the taste of wartime history - both at the war
front and at home.
We were lucky enough to have 5 PBL students submit entries to this wonderful activity - Ruby Jackson and Amrita
Krishnaraj both creating visual interpretations, Abby Ogden
and Zanthe Newham writing a heart wrenching tale of a family during World War One and Molly Close presenting an essay on what “Anzac Spirit” means.
The girls should be commended on going above and beyond
with this task on top of their schooling during remote learning.
- Erin Crook

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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15/9/21
Term three, done!
Although our plans for term three didn’t quite come to fruition, I hope that some of the classes that
got to experience the Library Olympics had fun and that every student who was able to use the
library for educational or recreational purposes had a positive experience. A reminder that resources
are still available on-line through Overdrive (via Sora) and audio books available on Simon.
For those who are a fan of the Once, Then, Now series, or the Felix and Zelda series by Morris
Gleitzman, you will be overjoyed to know that the 7th and final story in the series has been released.
I have purchased two copies for students to borrow and I know these will be popular- first in best
dressed.
This story is called Always and has been very much a labour of
love for the author, who first promised this novel to be
completed in 2019. It took three rewrites for Morris to get the
story just right and to find that juxtaposition between the new
story of Wassim and the old story of Felix to complete Felix’
journey to a satisfying completion.
In the words of the author:
‘…Felix’s final story, long mulled over, long

planned, long dreamed of, the story in which
Felix’s life comes full circle in ways that brought
tears to my eyes just to contemplate, remained
unwritten… I’d always known that this story would
take us back to where we first met Felix, and that
we’d be taken there by his own voice, as we were
that first time in Once. But in Once Felix was ten
years old. In Always he’s eighty-seven. True, the
young Felix lives on inside the elderly Felix, but
Felix’s voice now is the product of all those extra
decades.”
So we are presented with an 87 year old Felix, remember he was 10 when we first met him! As
always Felix is trying to help, help anyone with anything and this is where Wassim is introduced to
us. Trying to navigate bullies is what Felix does best…remember the Nazis’? and so this final
journey of heroism, bravery and friendship does not let us down. Those of you who have been
following Felix and the various characters that have along on this voyage will not be disappointed
by this final chapter. As put by Morris Gleitzman:

“I hope you feel it was worth the wait. To all of you who cooled your heels
longer than probably seemed reasonable before you could embark on Felix’s
final journey, thank you for your patience. And to dear Felix and Wassim, thank
you for yours.”
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ACCESSING STUDENT ATTENDANCE DATA ON PAM

1. Log into the FCJ College PAM
2. Click on your child’s profile

36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA

4. To view the 3 types of attendance
reports, click the “View Report” buttons

3. Click on the “attendance” button

enquiries: 5762 1222

FCJ College raised $1256 from our Founder's Day in August. The money raised
will go towards funding a Filipino student's school tuition, which will brighten
their life and kick-start their future!
If you would like to make a donation, please contact Mark McDonald, Business
Manager directly on 5762 1222 or mark.mcdonald@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

Malbago Village Newsletter
All regions of the Philippines have been
placed under Enhanced Community Quarantine
due to an increase in instances of the delta version
of COVID-19 in the country. The lockdown began
on August 1st and is scheduled to end on
September 7th. Fortunately, the villagers'
livelihoods are not as adversely damaged by the
reintroduction of the lockdown as they were
previously. Since the number of COVID cases in
Bantayan Island isn't as high as in the rest of the
country, businesses, construction sites, and other
sources of employment were not compelled to
close. As a result, even amid the pandemic, many
individuals on the island can feed their families.
Despite the continuation of jobs, people are still in
a difficult condition due to the increase in the cost
of all necessities, such as fish and various types of
meat.
The village's life is remarkably similar to
what it was before the COVID outbreak. Today, the
sole remaining relevant impact of the virus in town
is the new way of learning for the students. The
children are no longer barred from playing outside
as long as they remain within the village's
boundaries. In exchange, they must stay inside
their own homes on or after 10 p.m. In comparison
to the previous year, when the villagers were
terrified, the village is livelier now, with children
running around. Even during the pandemic, the

village's population has been increasing. Three
children were born last year to three distinct
households. As of today, three pregnant women
are due to give birth in the next few months. They
may have been born amid the pandemic, but the
village is safe for them to grow up normally like the
other older children.
Update on the Village Road

The locals put together the cement slabs
and limestones supplied by Engr. Villaceran for the
village road. The process is taking a long time due
to a lot of factors such as the weather, supply of
materials, and people's availability. They’re able to
complete two portions of the road as of August.

wishes to express her heartfelt gratitude to her
sponsors for their unwavering support. They are
the only people she can trust to financially fund her
schooling now that her mother has passed away.
Since she has three other siblings, two of whom are
also in school, their father's fishing earnings are
insufficient to cover both their educational and
living expenses. She would be accompanying her
elder brother in the city to work and help the rest
of their family if it weren't for her sponsors.
The goal is to finish the village road by the end of
the year provided that the materials will be
complete by that time.

Scholar Update: Glenell Grande

Scholar Update: Marilou Lawan

Marilou completed her first year of college
at SC-SIT Madridejos, where she studied Bachelor
of Science in Criminology. Following her triumph,
she and her family received tragic news. Her
mother died on the first day of August from an
illness she had been battling for quite some time.
Marilou is still in the process of healing and moving
forward. She is currently in her second year of
college, pursuing the same major. She is feeling a
lot better now and is more determined to succeed
in her studies to honor her mother’s sacrifices. She

Glenell recently completed his first year of
college at Madridejos Community College, where
he is pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration major in Financial Management. He
chose business as his major because he is
interested in the field. Despite the difficulties he
faces in studying with the new mode of learning, he
considers his biggest academic achievement to
date is completing his first year without receiving a
failing grade.
When he is not in class, he finishes all the
assignments and activities quickly so he can assist
his mother with the household chores. Being able
to do all that while studying at home is what he

enjoys the most with online learning. Contrary to
that, the new mode of learning comes with various
challenges as well. Given his location, his biggest
struggle with online learning remains the internet
connection. He, on the other hand, does not let this
deter him from pursuing his dream. He will
continue to study and ensure that he becomes
what he aspires to be in the future for his family,
who has always been his source of inspiration and
desire to succeed. He is currently in his second year
of college.
Glenell’s achievements and hard work are
not just for him and his family but also for the
people who support him throughout his journey,
his sponsors. He says he is very grateful to FCJ for
the financial support they give him. Their support
made it easier for him to achieve his dreams. With
the financial problem his family has during these
trying times, he might have given up school. If it
weren't for FCJ, his college journey would be a lot
harder than it already is. He'd also like to express
his gratitude to Daniel Kuzeff for always being
there for him, his family, and everyone in the
community.

Scholar Update: Lovely Villegas

parents of Isan de Jesus. She used to study at Cebu
Eastern College taking up a Bachelor of Science in
Tourism Management. She chose her major
because it’s always been her dream to become a
flight attendant where she gets to travel while
serving people from the different parts of the
world on board. She’s currently on a break from
college; however, she was able to finish a
vocational course in caregiving which she considers
her biggest accomplishment amid the pandemic.
Being stuck indoors with a routine of just working
and studying took a toll on her mental health.
Lovely hasn't been outdoor ever since the
pandemic for the safety of the elders she is taking
care of. Regardless of how difficult her situation is,
she promised to continue college, pursue her
dream, and bring her parents to the stage. Lovely
believes that earning a diploma is the best way to
thank her parents for their sacrifices. She will not
only chase her ambition, but she will make it a
reality. She will pursue her dream not just for her
but for the sake of the people who supported her.
With that, she would like to extend her gratitude to
FCJ Benalla for their endless support. If it were not
for them, she would remain on the island today,
going through the same routine that would never
help her grow as a person.

Scholars’ Allowance

Lovely is currently in Cebu City working as a
live-in caregiver at Dad’s Dormitory owned by the

In light of the sponsors' choice not to give
the scholars' stipend directly to their families, the
village officials have agreed to have the money sent
to the scholars handled by the village treasurer.
Maria Cristy and Glenda, the village treasurer and
auditor, intend to deposit the scholars’ funds to the
coop’s existing bank account. A written record will
be kept kept alongside the passbook to keep track
of each scholar's educational expenses. The
officials prefer that the sponsors deposit the
money directly into the coop's bank account when
it comes to transferring the funds. It's not only

safer, but it's also more convenient for the
sponsors and the coop. If this is not possible, Junel,
the village vice president, can receive the money as
he is the only village official with a valid ID. After
receiving the money, he will give them straight to
the bank account owners, Cristy, Juliet, and
Jocelyn, who will deposit the funds directly into the
account.

Workshop details:
>> Tuesday 14th of September 2021
>> 10am-12:30pm
>> Benalla Community Care, Ray Sweeney Centre
45 Coster St, Benalla
Activity Rooms 1 and 2
>> Bookings essential

Presented by Inspired Carers in partnership with

For all other enquiries email Nicole O’Brien: manager@inspiredcarers.org.au

Contact Nicole O’Brien - Email: manager@inspiredcarers.org.au or Ph: (03) 5831 7157

