
We are more than half way through term 
four, and the learning and industry on dis-
play around the College is testament to that 
fact. The students have only 4 weeks left of 
the school year in which to complete all their 
learning tasks and prepare for their final ex-
aminations. There is still much 
to be done, but with our staff 

and students working collaboratively, we are 
confident it will all be completed.

Our Year 12 students are progressing though 
their final examinations incident free. Let us 
hope and pray they are all rewarded for the 
effort they have put into their studies over the 
year.

On 12 November, the College community 
stopped to acknowledge the centenary of the 
end of WW1 and those who have lost their 
lives in past and present conflicts in the de-
fence of our freedom and country. The students 
showed their respect by placing a poppy un-
der our Australian flag and stood in solidarity 
and silence as we remembered the fallen. 

Three of our 2019 student leaders participated in the Benalla 
Remembrance Day service; by reading the poem and laying 
a wreath on behalf of our community. Well done, Sophie for 
reading the poem, and thanks to Nathan and Sarah for pre-
senting the wreath – they did a great job representing the 
College at their first official function. Josh, Hannah and Elisha 
Kubeil represented our College at the Euroa Remembrance 
service, as did Lilli and Poppy Seja at the Mansfield Remem-

brance Service. 

On Saturday 10 November, the 
last youth Mass for the year was 
held at St Joseph’s parish. Our 
students have been a lovely and 
welcomed presence at these 
youth Masses, providing the mu-
sic, readers and offertory pro-
cessors. A big thank you to Mrs 
Jane Branigan for supporting 
the youth in our parish and for 
encouraging their involvement in 
the spiritual life of our parish.

We also saw great involvement from our students in a number 
of community events over the last few weeks. A large number 
of students entered work in the Annual Benalla Show, with lots 
of success across a range of mediums. Photography, 2D and 
3D art pieces, cake decorating and baking were some of the 
skills on show. Well done to all who entered a piece of work. 

We have some of the prize winning 
pieces in our display cabinet at re-
ception for all to see. A group of 
talented students participated in the 
music performances at the Benalla 
Festival last weekend, and sounded 
fantastic and a number of art stu-
dents collaborated with local artists, 
contributing to the art installation on 
the lake for the festival. It is wonder-
ful to see so many FCJ College stu-
dents engaged and involved in their 
local community.

Today saw the last Benalla Regional 
Catholic Education (BRCE) partner-
ship activity for the year. One hun-
dred Year 5 students from our part-
ner primary schools came to FCJ 
College and a number of sessions 

were held that allowed the themes of leadership, inclusion and 
teamwork to be explored. Well done to all the FCJ College 
staff and students who were involved in making the day such 
a great success. Mrs Kristy Walker, Mr Joe Mount, Mr Luke 
Morgan and Mrs Jane Branigan put in a lot of work behind the 
scenes to prepare our students that were leading sessions, Rob-
bie and Sophie cooked the BBQ lunch with a number of helpers 
and generally oversaw the running of the day.

As you can see, our College theme for the year - Faith, Hope 
and Love, is continually visible in our many and varied learning 
experiences and events.

Take care and God bless.

Joanne Rock
Principal
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November
19   	  Year 7 Vaccinations

20-23 	 Year 11 Exams

22   	  White Ribbon Day March

26   	  Year 11 Feedback Day

27-30 	 Year 12 Heads Up Program

27   	  Orientation Day - Yr 6 Students

28   	  Awards for Excellence Evening

28   	  Alcohol Awareness in Schools Program (Yr 8/9s)

30   	  Year 11 Students’ Final Day

30   	  Year 7-10 Exams

30   	  End of School Year Mass

December
3-4   	  Year 7-10 Exams

5   	  Report Writing Day - STUDENT FREE DAY

7   	  Year 7-10 Students’ Final Day

14   	  Teachers’ Final Day

19   	  College Office Closes

January
17   	  College Office Opens

February
1   	  Year 7s, 11s and 12s Commence

4   	  Year 8-10s Commence

FRONT OFFICE
Phone 5762 1222

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.auOffice Hours 8:00am - 4:30pm

www.fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

follow us on facebook
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Sue Ciantar
MMusStud, 

Dip MusT, ATMusA, Dip Biochem

     Piano Teacher
Piano lessons for all ages.

Enquiries welcome.

Telephone: 0418 320 472
Email: mscian@me.com

 Guitar Lessons 
               Acoustic
                Nylon 
           Electric guitar
 AMEB grades.

    Ms Nada Lupo
Bachelor of Arts (music major) LaTrobe University Grad Dip 
Ed (University Of Melbourne)

Enquiries: 5762 1222 
or see Sue at the FCJ Front Office

Spaces are available for guitar lessons. If interested, 
please leave your name and contact details at the 
front office.

Private Music Tuition @ FCJ

Calendar
  UNIFORM SHOP

 Open Hours
Wednesdays

1:00 -  4:00 PM



What’s Happening in Year 8
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It seems that the closer we get to the end of year, the faster 
time goes and the year 8s have been packing lots of fun learn-
ing activities into their school days. Below are a few events 
that the students would like you to know about.

Benalla Festival
By Molly Cooke and Kate Buykx
On 10 November we had our annual Benalla Festival 
and one of the highlights for everyone was the live mu-
sic. This year we had a number of Year 8 students singing 
and playing band from FCJ College. We had Cameron, 
Mason, & Ben Milner play a variety of guitars. We then 
had Ben & Jasmine singing many songs. Jasmine sang 
‘Ex's & Oh’s’ and Ben sang ‘Photograph’ and ‘All I Want.’ 
They also sang ‘I Will Wait’ together as a duet. Overall, 
the live music was a huge success and all the Year 8s did 
an amazing job. 

New friends in 8Z
8Z would like to welcome 3 fishy friends - Brodie, Gavin 
and Marlin. These young and beloved companions en-
tered our classroom in week 5 of Term 4, 2018. Brodie 
the fish was named after our past English and home-
room teacher, Brodie Biggs. Marlin was named after 
Nemo’s daddy, and Gavin was selected as a “cool” name 
by Ella Sheehan. We hope that these fish stay with us for 
the remainder of our year as they provide us comfort and 
happiness

Cultural Day 
By Jack Vecht
On Monday 29 October, Years 5-8 students went over to 
the Hall to participate in a Cultural day. We started the 
day off with the quiz, we had Bollywood dancing and 
we had a drummer. He taught us some songs from his 
home country in Africa, as well as teaching us some ways 
to dance as well as some drumming. It was so much fun. 

Science
By Colby Cook
In Science in Year 8, we’ve been learning about ‘rocks’ 
and how they can 
change from one 
type to another, 
what they have to 
do to form different 
rocks by using the 
rock cycle. We are 
now starting a new 
topic on ‘energy’ 
and how energy 
works through our bodies, by the food we eat and the 
liquid we drink to create energy for us to do activities like 
sport, and just even move our bodies. We have started 
an assignment. We have to create a Rube Goldberg ma-
chine. A Rube Goldberg machine is a machine that per-
forms a simple task in an over complicated way.

Art 
By Finn Walsh
This semester in Art, we have been making ceramic tiles. 
These tiles are based on an idea 
or theme that we are interested 
in. To start the design process, 
we had to sketch a series of ide-
as for our project. We then se-
lected our favourite one which 
we would do for our tile. We 
started off by making a square 
base out of clay and then lay-
ered up our design on top of it to make it 3D. We had to 
make sure the tile was not too thick or else it would ex-
plode while being fired. We added lots more detail and 
textures on top of it to make it more realistic. When we 
were all done, the tiles were loaded into the kiln ready 
for firing. After they were fired, we then did the painting 
on top of them with glaze. We could choose to either 
have a gloss glaze or matt finish. 

The tiles were then fired again in the 
kiln. If we wanted to, we could glue 
them on to a wooden board so we 
could hang them up. Making the tiles 
was really interesting as we got to ex-
perience every aspect of the design 
process to make our own art work.



Language & Culture Day
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Languages and Culture Appreciation Day at the College was a fun filled and 
active day for Years 7 and 8 students. The day was also a transition activ-
ity for the Grade 5 and 6 students from St Joseph’s. 

The day began with a French and Japanese trivia quiz followed by African 
Drumming and Bollywood dance workshops. Students experienced Japanese 
street food tasting, inflatable sumo wrestling matches and a performance 
by Christof the Troubadour. 

During the day the students had the opportunity to ponder the question 
‘What is culture?’ and reflect on their culture and appreciate the cultures 
of others. 



VCE Showcase Images
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Just some of the works that will be on display at the Benalla Art Gallery from 9 November to 9 December, as 
part of the VCE ‘Showcase’  Exhibition. This exhibition showcases selected VCE Studio Art final works and visual 
diaries by students across North East Victoria. This year four FCJ College student artworks were selected: Kate 
Thaus, Caitlin Earle, Holly Foster and Rebecca Daldy.



Class of 2017 student, Bonnie Tritton, last year applied for 
and received the Captain Hec Waller Scholarship (provided 
to Benalla Year 12 students by the Benalla RSL), which al-
lowed her to sail on the Young Endeavour.

Bonnie shares her experience of a life time.

Imagine sailing through the Whitsunday Islands, looking out 
to the bluest of seas or the whitest Whitehaven Beach. Dol-
phins riding the bow by moonlight and being able to watch 
the sunrise from aloft, high up in the sails. Those are some of 
the memories I now carry from my experience on the Young 
Endeavour – a 44-meter-long, tall ship that was a gift from 
the United Kingdom to Australia to mark the Bicentenary in 
1988. 

The picture I just painted for you could be from any yacht 
that has sailed that beautiful part of the world. Yet, my voy-
age on the Young Endeavour carried with it many challeng-
es. Challenges that helped push my limits, and to shape the 
person I am and who I wish to be. Challenges that gave me 
a glimpse into what the many naval personnel of Australia – 
past and present, do to serve and protect our country. 
Being able to hear the stories and experiences from the staff 
on board, I was able to see and reflect on the values they all 
carried. Ones all so similar to those of the Benalla born, Cap-
tain Hec Waller – the courageous and devoted leader whose 
morals now truly inspire me throughout life. 

My Voyage began in Cairns where we set off into the sunset 
(literally) for a 10-day trip down to Airlie Beach. 

Now, I’m going to pause there as I have a back story to why I 
am so passionate about sailing (saying that, anyone no mat-
ter your experience, should have a crack at this). 

When I was a 6-year old I was introduced to sailing when we 
went on a six-week trip in the Kimberly in Western Australia 
on a not so large yacht. I loved it! Although sea sick at times 
or scared by the turtles that we mistook as crocodiles, it was 
an experience that shaped the person I am. 

A goal of mine then was to climb the mast. Although being 

six years old at the time my mum didn’t agree on this and to 
be totally honest I don’t think I could have pulled it off! 

Thirteen years later on the other side of Australia there I was 
climbing to the Topsail Yard on my first night aboard. And 
yes, the adrenaline kicked in as I climbed higher and higher, 
but it was such an achievement that I couldn’t wipe the smile 
from my face.  

From such a high beginning, I knew the rest of the voyage 
would be no less than great. 

The next few days consisted of tacking, setting sails, taking 
watch in the evenings and continuing to get to know my fel-
low crew. Being on watch was a great way of bonding and 
to reconsolidate the skills we had learnt during the day. An-
other plus side of being on watch is the serenity felt at night, 
the stars guiding the way and the soft wind in the sails. 
A blessing to us on our third day aboard was to go to shore 
at Zoey Bay where we climbed the hills to find a waterfall. 
Many of us feeling our sea legs as we walked but the crystal-
clear waters and many freshwater fish at the falls made up 
for it. 

We continued on towards the Whitsunday Islands. With the 
fourth day bringing a man overboard drill, a very friendly 
bird, whales and me making it to the very top of the mast, 
the topgallant yard. On the fifth day we anchored at Whit-
sunday Island after watching the sunrise in the morning from 
aloft. We then got to go ashore at Whitehaven Beach and 
mix with the many tourists and take in the beautiful views.  

From here we anchored at Apostle Bay and the ships ‘pool’ 
was officially opened for us so we could jump off the bowsprit 
into the very blue waters. After this we then set sail, with 
command day 
near we still had 
many things to 
learn and prac-
tice. This includ-
ing the setting 
and furling of all 
sails and tacking 
of the ship. Yet 
we couldn’t be 
too serious, so we 
anchored at Scawfell Island and went ashore for a snorkel 
and some games. 

The following day we were tested by the captain himself on 
our setting and furling of the sails as we motored (due to the 
lack of wind) back towards Whitsunday Island. Due to this 
lack of wind it was decided that we were to challenge our-
selves in a different way – hiking to the peak of Whitsunday 
Island in very warm conditions. At the top we were rewarded 
with a beautiful 360 view of the nearby islands. It was well 
worth the hike. 

The Captain Hec Waller Scholarship
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Now came what we had all been waiting for – command 
day! And the weather, which had been sunny and windless 
the whole eight days, was now raining and windy. As expect-
ed for a command day. So the challenges were set – for the 

youthies of the Young Endeavour 
to circumnavigate around Whit-
sunday Island with no motor over 
a 24 hour period. 

As White Watch leader I was in 
charge of calling when our watch 
were tacking or setting any sails. 
It was a great challenge for us 
all, especially in the wet weather 
and high winds. And yes, we all 
survived to the next day, after 10 
tacks during the night! 

We were then able to anchor and use the rope swing as a re-
ward for all of our hard work. Here I learnt how to elegantly 
and not so elegantly land in the water. 

The last 24 hours of a voyage was calling, and it was time to 
get the ship nice and tidy for our entrance into Airlie Beach. 
A very grand entrance might I add! 

Through fun games on board we competed for our spots 
aloft for our entrance into Airlie Beach, and I am proud to 
say White Watch (my watch) made it to the top! So, I en-
tered Airlie Beach 33 metres high sitting on the Topgallant 
Yard looking over a beautiful ship and laughing with my 
fellow crew, all with whom I had bonded over the 10 days at 
sea. Leaving my voyage on the Young Endeavour with an 
entrance I will never be able to top and an experience I will 
never forget. 

I would like to thank the Benalla RSL for their sponsorship 
and support through the Captain Hec Waller Scholarship 
– it made the Young Endeavour program achievable for 
me. I would also like to emphasise to any Year 12 students 

in Benalla to apply for this scholarship as it is a life changing 
voyage that truly challenges you and helps you grow as a 
person. Even if you are afraid of the sea or have never sailed, 
the program is for everyone and will support you in your 
challenges. 

To anyone between the age of 16-23, who might have missed 
out on the generous Captain Hec Waller Scholarship, I still 
highly recommend applying. From what my fellow crew 
said, the cost for them was worth it and I believe that too, 
and there is always the possibility of fundraising. 

I will leave you with a quote that I felt fitting for my experi-
ence on the Young Endeavour but also for life. 

“You have brains in your head. You have feet in 
your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction 
you choose. You are on your own. You know what 
you know. And only you’ll decide where to go.” – Dr 
Seuss
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Year 7 Boys Tennis
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The Year 7 boys’ tennis team of Charlie Dewinne, 
Liam Kidgell, Zack Liddington, Tom Biggs and Jesse 
Dyer traveled to Wangaratta Lawn Tennis Club to 
compete in the Hume Division Championships on 8 
November.

The boys came up against some very strong op-
position in Notre Dame College, Galen College and 
Yarrawonga P-12. Despite not winning many games 
during the matches, all students displayed tremen-
dous sportsmanship and enjoyed the experience. 

          

Former FCJ College Student receives OBE in London

Anne-Maree Keenan attended FCJ College from 1976-1979 (the College only went 
to Year 10 at the time).

Professor Anne-Maree Keenan has recently been awarded an OBE in the recent 
Queen’s Birthday Honour List for her services to podiatry. Anne-Maree holds a Chair 
in Applied Health Research at the University of Leeds and is the Assistant Director of 
the Leeds Biomedical Research Centre. 

After qualifying as a podiatrist in Melbourne, Anne-Maree worked in public and pri-
vate sector podiatry positions, while also teaching at La Trobe University and then the University of Western Sydney. Anne-Ma-
ree left Sydney and moved to Leeds in 2002, where she was employed as a Research Fellow in the Academic Unit of Rheumatol-
ogy at the University of Leeds. Her research portfolio is centred around the impact and treatment of the foot in musculoskeletal 
disease, with a particular emphasis on osteoarthritis.

Anne-Maree’s influence reaches far outside the podiatry profession and developing the next generation of podiatry research-
ers. In addition to being the Assistant Director and the Training Lead for the NIHR Leeds Biomedical Research Centre, she is 
Deputy Chair for the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Infrastructure Training Forum, which oversees medical, clinical 
and non-clinical research training across the NIHR Infrastructure. Anne-Maree has been heavily involved in the NIHR strategic 
review of training and is the Lead Advocate for Podiatry for NIHR.

On Thursday 8 November, the win-
ners of the Benalla Festival Writing 
Competition were announced at the 
Benalla Library. Our College was 
well represented with three prize 
winners:

Ellen Sambell (Yr 7) achieved 2nd 
prize for her poem, Georgia Brom-
ley (Yr 9) received 3rd prize for her 
story and Aadarsh Deo (Yr 8) was 
awarded an Honorable mention for 
his poem.

Organisers of the competion said 
that they were impressed with the 
very high number of entries and 
quality of the writing. 

FCJ College congratulates Ellen, 
Aadarsh and Georgia. Their entries 
will be printed in the Annual College 
Magazine.

 Benalla Festival Writing Competition









Dear Parents and Guardians,  
  
School Bus Management System  
In the lead up to the 2019 school year, all travellers wishing to access School Bus Program services, are required to 
login to the School Bus Management System and submit their travel applications.    
 
The school wishes to stress to parents that safety is our number one priority.  If your child is not registered and is still 
travelling on a bus, then the School Bus Management System and our school records will not have them listed to 
catch the bus. In the event of an incident or a need to stop the bus, we will not know that firstly your child is on the 
bus and will not know to contact you.  
 
To login to the School Bus Management System, please go to https:\\schoolbusapplication.ptv.vic.gov.au.  
 
Existing Travellers  
These are students who already travel on the school bus and are registered on the School Bus Management 
System.  If your child requires continued travel on the school bus, then you must submit a 2019 travel application.    
 
The chart below will help families already registered on the School Bus Management System to:  
    Renew Applications - If your child is already travelling and needs continued school bus access and has not 
changed school or home address  
    Add Travellers and New Application - If you are already registered on the School Bus Management System, but 
have a child accessing a bus for the first time  
    New Application - If your child is already travelling but has changed school or home address.  
 
For your convenience, please see chart below to help with the process.  

 
                                   Diagram 1 - Existing Travellers  
 
New Families 
All new families seeking access to School Bus Program services for the first time will need to register on the School 
Bus Management System.  Please go to https:\\schoolbusapplication.ptv.vic.gov.au.  
Once registered, families will be able to add travellers and submit travel applications online. For your convenience, 
please see the chart below to help you with the registration and application process.   

 
                                        Diagram 2 - New Travellers  
   
When Can You Submit My Child's 2019 Application? 
Now.  The School Bus Management System is accepting 2019 applications now.  
   
When Will You Receive A Travel Offer? 
The School Bus Management System will process all 2019 travel applications at the end of November 2018.    
 
What's Next? 
When you receive your child's travel offer, login to the School Bus Management System and manage your child’s 
offer.  This completes the process.  
 
Need Assistance? 
In the event families need assistance, please contact Public Transport Victoria's Call Centre on 1800 800 007.  



TENNIS COACHING
• Catering for all ages and abilities

• Restringing available

Coaching provided by 
Keystone Tennis.

Enrolments via 
www.keystonetennis.com

Enquiries to Luke Dixon 
0419 882 623
office@keystonetennis.com

School Immunisation Program: FCJ College Benalla 
 
The second round of Year 7 school immunisations is being conducted at this school on Monday 19 November 2018. 
 
The following vaccines will be offered on this day:  
 

YEAR LEVEL VACCINES OFFERED 
YEAR 7 MALE & FEMALE STUDENTS GARDASIL9 (HPV) DOSE 2 FINAL DOSE 

CATCH UP YEAR 10 MALE & FEMALE STUDENTS 
(Who have previously returned a consent card) 

 
 
 

MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY – ONE DOSE ONLY 

 
These vaccinations are funded as part of the Victorian Secondary Schools Immunisation Program. Should your child miss 
out on starting their vaccination course this year they will not be eligible to receive them for free in subsequent years in 
the school program. 
 
Consent cards should have already been signed and completed for these vaccinations earlier this year.  
 
If your Year 7 child missed the first dose of vaccines please contact council’s immunisation team on 1800 655 360 to 
obtain a consent card (if consent card previously not returned). Council can administer the first dose of vaccines at 
school if we have a signed consent card. To complete the vaccine course, students must attend a council immunisation 
session or their GP, 6 months after dose 1 was given. 
 
Year 10 students who have NOT returned a Meningococcal ACWY consent card may receive this vaccine free 
through a Wodonga Council session or their GP. 
 
If your child has been vaccinated elsewhere and you have not already done so, please notify council’s immunisation team 
on 1800 655 360. If you DO NOT wish for your child to receive any further vaccinations or if you have any enquiries about 
the program or your child’s vaccinations, please contact Wodonga Council’s Immunisation Team on 1800 655 360. 





 

  

Benalla Support Group for Children 
with Special Needs  

 

  

Christmas Get Together  
Saturday 1st December  

12 Noon—2.30pm  

Under the Elms  

Benalla Racing Club, Shepparton Rd  

Benalla  

Lunch will be provided by the Benalla Lions 
Club  

Special guest  

Photo opportunity with Santa  

RSVP is essential on 57627057 for catering  

Purposes, by Thursday 20th November  

 

 
Would you like to feel more confident in 
helping your child with subject choices for 
Years 9 & 10? 
Would you like to learn more about all the 
career options available? 
 
PACTS Workshops have been running since 2002 and include 
expert career practitioners from all educational sectors who 
provide up-to-date information on the many careers and 
pathways available to your teens   
 

The FREE Workshop includes such topics as:  
 How to assist your child with career exploration 
 Simple careers assessments 
 What are HSC & VET pathways? 
 What career resources are out there? 
 Understanding University, TAFE, Apprenticeships 

& Traineeships 
 Understanding School-Based Traineeships 
 Can we afford university? 
 and more 
Date: 
 Wednesday 21 November 2018    7pm to 9pm 
Venue: 
 Benalla GoTAFE 
         57 Samaria Road (in front of BPACC)  
 

 To book: Call Tomorrow Today 5762 1211 
 

 




