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Term 1 - 26 February
Principal’s Reflection - Joanne Rock
The last couple of weeks have been full of
wonderful learning experiences, activities and
events that remind me of just how privileged
we are to work with young people. They are
a constant reminder of human potential and
endeavour and never cease to impress! What
was really impressive though, was how seamlessly the FCJ College community switched to
the short stint of remote learning last week. It would seem our
ability to be flexible and resilient, forged through the difficulties of 2020, has stayed with us.
On Monday, we held our annual Swimming Carnival and it
was again a joy to see the engagement and participation of
those in attendance. It is these types of days that helps a school
culture develop positively and for students and staff to connect with others out of the classroom in a common cause. Our
Year 12 students really stepped up, participated, and assisted
throughout the day, which was lovely to see. The winning house
was D’Houet with 1357 points, followed by Hughes with 1191
points and in third, Davy with 1021 points. A big thank you must
go to Mr Mark Chynoweth and Mr Sam Cullen who worked tirelessly with a team of helpers, staff and students alike, to ensure
the day was well set up and ran smoothly. A big thank you to
the VCAL team led by Mr Jamie Morrison, who managed to
earn a profit of $700 from the BBQ they organised during the
day. As usual, the behaviour and participation of our students
was outstanding.
I have been in the process of meeting with all our teachers who
taught Year 12 classes in 2020 to discuss and reflect on their
results, as well as hearing from them the strategies they will
put in place for their 2021 classes. These discussions are very
informative and positive, and an opportunity for reflection and
affirmation. Joseph Mount and I have also started our meetings with our 2021 student leaders, where they shared with us
their goals for the year. Again, these meetings affirmed what
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we have always believed – our students can and do set high
expectations of themselves and take their leadership roles very
seriously. We are certainly in good hands with our 2021 student leaders.
As many of you know, I will be concluding my time at FCJ College in June 2021 to take up another Principal position in Melbourne. The FCJ College Council has appointed Tricia Bergin
of Energy Force to run the appointment process and assist in
the recruitment of a new Principal. Tricia has extensive experience in the area of Principal recruitment, having run this process
many times for schools around Australia. Part of her process is
consultation with the various stakeholders in the community. You
will be receiving a letter from Tricia in the near future explaining the process and how you can be involved.
Some exciting news on the progress of our multi-purpose hall
– we have been able to schedule our Official Opening and
Thanksgiving ceremony for the multi-purpose hall to take place
on Wednesday 24 March at 10am. We needed to ensure the
date for this exciting occasion worked for as many of the FCJ
sisters as possible, as the focus of this celebration will be on expressing our gratitude to them for providing us with the money,
as a gift, for us to realise a long held dream of our learning
community. There will be many invited guests joining us on the
day to celebrate with us, all going well with the COVID restrictions. We will certainly bring you many pictures and reports
about this very special event.
It is hard to believe we are at the half way mark of term one
already!
Take care and God bless.
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Private Music Tuition @ FCJ

Calendar

Sue Ciantar

MARCH

MMusStud,
Dip MusT, ATMusA, Dip Biochem

2
Southern Ranges Swimming Carnival (Seymour)
5
Southern Ranges Round Robin 1
8
Labour Day Holiday - STUDENT FREE DAY
11
FCJ College Athletics Day
12
Year 7 Vaccinations
16
Hume Swimming
29/30 Yr 9 Outdoor Ed Hike
30
Easter Liturgy
30
Final day of classes for Term 1
31
Parent Teacher Interviews - STUDENT FREE DAY

Piano Teacher
Piano lessons for all ages.
Enquiries welcome.

Telephone: 0418 320 472
Email: mscian@me.com

APRIL
1
2-18
19
19-29
30

Staff Prof Learning - STUDENT FREE DAY
School Holidays
Term 2 Commences
Summer to Winter Uniform Transition
School Photo Day

UNIFORM SHOP
Open Hours
Wednesdays
1:00 - 4:00 PM

School Vaccination Program: FCJ College Benalla
The first round of school vaccinations is being conducted at this school on Friday 12 March 2021.
The following vaccines will be offered on this day:
YEAR LEVEL

VACCINES OFFERED

YEAR 7 MALE & FEMALE STUDENTS

GARDASIL®9 (HPV) DOSE 1 OF 2

YEAR 7 MALE & FEMALE STUDENTS

BOOSTRIX (Diphtheria, Tetanus, Whooping
Cough) 1 DOSE ONLY

These vaccinations are funded on the National Immunisation Schedule. Should your child miss out on starting their vaccination course this year they
may not be eligible to receive them for free in subsequent years.
Parent information packs were sent home recently.
ALL relevant sections of the consent card must be completed, signed and returned to the school even if your child is NOT being vaccinated.
To consent to your child being vaccinated please tick and sign the relevant YES sections of the consent card in blue or black pen. If you DO NOT wish
to have your child vaccinated or if your child has already been vaccinated, please tick the relevant NO section on the consent card and return them to
the school by Thursday 25 February 2021. Please return the card to the school even if your child is not being vaccinated.
Parents/guardians who wish to withdraw their consent for any reason may do so by emailing your withdrawal of consent to Council’s Immunisation
Team on immunise@wodonga.vic.gov.au before the vaccination day.
If you have any enquiries about the program or your child’s vaccinations, please contact Wodonga Council’s Immunisation Team on 1800 655 360.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA

enquiries: 5762 1222

Donna Willcock - Director, Catholic Identity
Our College theme for 2021, ‘Zest for Life’, provides us all with an opportunity to
examine what this means to each of us as individuals and as a FCJ community. According to the VIA character strengths profile, zest is a strength that falls within the
virtue category of Courage along with bravery, honesty and perseverance. A person
with zest ‘feels vital and full of energy’, they approach their life feeling activated and
enthusiastic. They do not shy away from adversity and exercise their will. Zest is also
connected to a person’s state of happiness. How then, does this relate to us and
the FCJ sisters? Marie Madeleine was a women who approached her life and the
education of children with zest. She had a desire to educate the children of the poor
in order to enable them to have a brighter future. Marie Madeleine approached life
with enthusiasm and was not afraid to stand up for what she believed in. She had
the courage and determination to help others who faced adversity. We can also witness this virtue of
strength in the work of the FCJ sisters throughout the world. Over the year, we will examine how these
three words can have an impact on each of us and our community.
In Term 1, our fundraising focus is to support the work of Caritas. Caritas Australia is the international
aid and development organisation of the Catholic Church in Australia, and is part of one of the largest
aid and development networks in the world. They work alongside communities to assist them to set up
sustainable job opportunities and programs that will provide an income and a way out of poverty. Unfortunately last year we were not able to go ahead with our planned fundraising efforts however, we are
hopeful that we can come up with some innovative ideas to enable us to raise awareness and funds to
assist Caritas this year.
This term the staff, students and families will be asked to complete the Enhancing Catholic Schools Identity (ECSI) survey. The ECSI project, which has been conducted under the auspices of the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) since 2006 and is carried out by staff of Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven (KU Leuven) in Belgium, provides data for schools to understand themselves more completely and
to continue to reflect on and enhance their Catholic identity.
Although we were not able to celebrate Ash Wednesday as a whole school, we are planning to conduct
our opening liturgy in the Multi-Purpose Hall and to officially acknowledge our 2021 Youth Ministry
Team, year level SRC members and our House Captains in the near future. Mrs Defazio, Mrs Burton and
Adam Toms are presently discussing and exploring ways in which we can conduct our Easter Liturgy. I am
very excited to see what transpires from their discussions.

Donna Willcock
Director Catholic Identity

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Unit 1 & 3 Studio Art
As part of the VCE Studio Art Unit 1 & 3 course, students
attended Benalla Art Gallery recently to view the Experimenta Make Sense: International Triennial of Media Art
Exhibition.
The students were guided through the exhibition by Shanley Cleeland, Education and Public Programs Curator of
the Benalla Art Gallery. Shanley discussed the concepts
and ideas used by each artist and gave the students an
insight into each artwork.
The exhibition expressed the disconcerting and delightful world of the digital age. Both playful and challenging,
each artwork asks audiences to immerse their senses into
a ‘thinking’, ‘feeling’ and ‘doing’ contemplation of what
it is to be human in the digital age of technological acceleration.
Cath Begley (Studio Art Teacher)

Personal Achievement - Finn Walsh
Finn Walsh was recently awarded a music theory scholarship from the Australian and New Zealand Cultural Arts
Board for his high theory of music achievements in 2020.
He earned the highest score for his exams throughout Australia and New Zealand for the fourth grade level written
music.
He also completed Grade 7 practical piano, achieving Honours.

FCJ College Swimming Carnival - 22 February
On Monday, we held our annual Swimming Carnival at the Benalla Aquatic Centre. It was fantastic to see many
students participating throughout the day in all events and the relays were a highlight of the day as all students
gathered to cheer on their house. D’Houet were the overall winners on the day, closely followed by Hughes and Davy.
A big thank you must go to the Sport Captains, Elisha Kubeil and Emily Sims, and the House Captains, Grayson Kirk
and Isabella Riley (D’Houet), Hannah McIntosh and Mitch Antonello (Hughes) and Madi Hearmon and Chelsei Baker
(Davy). These students worked tirelessly to ensure that they had as many students as possible swimming on the day
and helped with the set up and pack up at the pool.
Thank you to all the staff who helped out on the day, with timekeeping, marshalling, the starting gun, and the recording of the results. A huge thank you must go to our Sports Co-ordinator, Mr Mark Chynoweth, who did a lot of
organisation prior to Monday to ensure the event ran smoothly. Finally, a big thank you to all the students who participated on the day and made the Swimming Sports a great day. Good luck to the students who have advanced to
the Southern Ranges Swimming and will compete next Tuesday.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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School Swimming Carnival

FCJ College Swimming Sports
22 February
CHAMPIONS REPORT
Female Champs

13yrs Freya MOUNT
14yrs Milly EVANS
15yrs Indianna NICHOLLS
16yrs Ellen SAMBELL
16 yrs Brianna SLATTERY-SMITH
17yrs Ella OGDEN
20yrs Mia BEGLEY

Male Champs

13yrs Max SMYTH
14yrs Charles THOMPSON
15yrs Malachi BURGESS
16yrs Liam KIDGELL
17yrs Colby COOK
20yrs Bailey ELLIOTT

50m Freestyle Victoire Gift Winners

Brianna Slattery-Smith (Yr 10) & Liam Kidgell (Yr 10 )

TEAM SCORES
D’HOUET - 1357 POINTS
HUGHES - 1191 POINTS
DAVY -

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Fun with bunsen burners - Year 7 Science
Last Friday in Science, we worked with Bunsen burners. We
got to light Bunsen burners and heat different objects to
see what would happen. It was really cool seeing different solutions boil, the wood burn and some objects getting really hot so when you put them under cold water it
steamed. We all remembered to put our lab coats and
goggles on so nothing would get into our eyes and clothes.
It was really fascinating working with the Bunsen burners
and seeing what would happen with different objects! - By

Jayhe-Lee Quattrocchi

My favourite was the metallic ring and metallic sphere because when the ball was hot, it wouldn’t go through the
ring, however when we ran cold water over it, it would go
straight through the ring. I really enjoyed our lesson and I’m
looking forward to our future ones too. - By Bryce Cooney

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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MEET THE
PRINCIPAL
MORNING
WEDNESDAY 17TH MARCH, 2021
@ 9.30AM
FCJ College invites new and existing families to visit the school,
meet the Principal and see our school in action.
Tours will be available to showcase our learning and teaching
programs.

If you would like to attend please register your interest with
Kristy Hanrahan at the college office 57621222 or
kristy.hanrahan@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

‘Our goal is to
create graduates
that are resilient,
highly skilled,
creative and
critical thinkers
who see the need
to make a
difference in the
world’
Joanne Rock
Principal of FCJ College

The FCJ College Community is a welcoming and
vibrant Catholic learning community, steeped in a rich
history of serving the Benalla and surrounding region
for 120 years. We are a College that continually strives
for the best student outcomes possible, by constantly
reviewing our curriculum and practices along with our
strong Pastoral Care program.
An education procured at FCJ College invites our
young people to consider others and not just
themselves as they strive to understand their
responsibility to make the most of their gifts as part of
a vibrant learning community.
Come and see us learn!

Important dates
Enrolment forms for Year 7, 2022 are due by

Friday 28th May 2021
Enrolment Interviews take place in Term 3, 2021

UPDATE ON GLENDELL GRANDE

Glendell is our current scholar from Malbago Village in the Philippines

College may have started differently for Glendell; he is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science
Major in Financial Management at Madridejos Community College. His first year started tough as
they’re under online and modular learning considering the internet connection in Malbago.
Other than the internet connection, one of the hardships about the new mode of learning is the
adjustment itself from traditional face to face learning to learning through online platforms. To
aid the problem with the internet connection, he would go to places where a reliable connection
can be found and would sometimes pay five pesos per hour to access the public wifi in the neighbourhood for better internet access.
All his efforts have eventually paid off because in spite of the times he failed to submit requirements and take exams due to inevitable circumstances such as brownouts and weak internet connection, he was able to pass all of his subjects for the first semester.
As of today, Glendell is finishing the second semester and has no plans of stopping school despite
all the hindrances most students experience and his family problems because he believes that he
is the only hope of his family.
Last year when he got his first allowance as one of the scholars of ANCOP, he got himself his
personal smartphone which has been very useful with his studies. The remainder of his allowance is
on his bank account. Yes, his mother decided to open a bank account under his name to keep his
allowance safe. Glendell got into an accident last month as he fell into the seawall while swimming
with his friends. His leg was injured so badly but it is fortunately completely healed now. He is
very healthy and doing great with his studies. The only thing he needs most right now is a stable
internet connection, which unfortunately is beyond his control.
But then as a student with dreams and aspirations, he always finds ways to make things work for
him. He would also like to send his utmost gratefulness to FCJ Benalla and to everyone who has
been supporting him in every way because it inspires him to do better and to always keep going.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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YEAR 7 & 8 MATHS PATHWAY

YEAR 7 & 8 MATHS PATHWAY UPDATE
We are very pleased to announce that our Year 7 Maths Pathway Mathematics program has
been expanded to include the Year 8 Mathematics classes from 2021.
Traditionally in schools, it has been extremely difficult for one teacher to cater to the specific
learning needs of each student in class. As a result, not every student has experienced success
in maths, with many students finding it stressful, too difficult, or not challenging enough. Our
Year 7 and 8 teams are working very hard to change that. One of the bigger ways we’re doing
that is changing the way we deliver the maths curriculum.
We’re moving away from the traditional teaching and learning approach at Years 7 and 8
where each student learns the same topic at the same time. The program we are currently
implementing in order to address the learning needs of all our students is Maths Pathway. So,
what will those changes look like? We’ll be building on their fundamentals as learners and how
they approach discovering and exploring new mathematical concepts. There are a few things
that will happen differently in the classroom:
• Class wide, rich learning tasks that aim to get your child excited and engaged in problem
solving using the maths skills they’ve developed, alongside their friends.
• Tailored mini-lessons for smaller groups of students with specific learning goals. Teachers can
hone in on specific mathematical topics with smaller groups of students who will benefit
most from that lesson.
• Your child will receive maths that they’re developmentally prepared to learn. Each student
will have their own maths program tailored to what they’re ready to work on next while
working with their teacher to figure out how they can continue to develop their learning
skills. That includes regular check-in tests and goal setting to establish a plan for what your
child wants to achieve next.
• One-on-one teacher and student lessons. When students are stuck on a particular piece of
maths, that info is easily available to teachers, so they can see and reach out to students to
help them out as needed.
Our Numeracy Coach, Mrs Caroline Birnie, is available to discuss the Maths Pathway program
with parents at any time. There will also be information available at the Year 7 Engagement
Evening in Term One. In the meantime, we encourage you to chat with your child about what
it means to have a growth mindset (you can find more about this at https://www.mindsetkit.
org/growth-mindset-parents). The growth mindset approach underpins the structure of Maths
Pathway at FCJ College.

Ms Joanne Rock								
Principal								

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA

enquiries: 5762 1222

26 February 2021

Library signage:
The task of selecting a suitable and interesting book to read can be difficult if you don’t know where
to look. Our fiction collection is organised into genres and we have been able to purchase some new
and attractive signage to help promote reading and the location of specific themes of books. The
students have been particularly pleased to see the recognisable and clear genre labels, making their
selection process a bit easier.

Another easy way to select a book to read, particularly for our Year 7s who are new to us, is to use the
Quick Picks board which has a range of easy to read novels and new titles that I have specifically aimed
at younger readers. For those students who are unsure of what they might like to read, we have a
selection of old and new titles that students can ‘grab and go’. Hopefully this will help our younger
readers continue their reading journey and develop their reading style or preference.

Until next time- happy reading!

Mrs Keady

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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F.C.J College
P.O. Box 123
Benalla 3671
Ph. (03) 5762 1222

24 February 2021
Dear Parent/Guardian,
RE: Secondary School Vaccine Program
The Secondary School Immunisation Program offers free vaccines to help make sure students and communities
are protected from diseases such as diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, human papillomavirus (HPV) and
meningococcal A, C, W, Y.
Local councils deliver the program and schools distribute the information and consent forms.
The Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2019 authorises secondary schools to provide their local council
with student and parent/guardian contact information for any student scheduled to receive a vaccination. This
information assists local councils to follow-up parents/guardians of students with incomplete or missing consent
forms.
What information goes to local council?
Schools provide the following basic student and parent/guardian contact information:
• Student name, gender, date of birth, year level, class, language(s) spoken at home
• Parent/guardian names, phone numbers, email and postal addresses
Why do schools provide this information?
• To ensure all eligible students are offered the opportunity to access free vaccinations at school.
• To improve communication with parents/guardians regarding their child’s vaccination needs.
• To reduce the administrative burden on school staff to follow-up consent forms.
What do I need to do?
1. Your information will be provided to City of Wodonga Immunisation Unit in March. If you do not wish
for your details to be provided, please advise the school in writing before 5 March.
2. Read the information provided in your child’s consent form booklet and complete all sections, regardless
of whether or not you consent for your child to be vaccinated as part of the school immunisation
program.
3. Detach Part A of the consent form with all fields completed and return to school.
Every day vaccination saves lives and makes it possible for Victorians to live free from the illness and disability
caused by many infectious diseases. All Year 7 and Year 10 Victorian secondary students can receive these
vaccines for free.
For further information please go to the following links:
• https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/immunisation-in-secondary- schools

Yours sincerely

Joanne Rock
Principal
Email: admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

Dear Parent, Guardian or Student

Tomorrow Today, in partnership with a number of Benalla clubs, is running a program to
ensure every Benalla young person can participate in local sport and recreational
activities.

So, if you hold a current Pension Card or Health Care Card, your children aged 5 to 19
can have from $60 to $130 paid towards their registration costs for a sport or activity in
Benalla.

If you already know what sport or activity you would like to do, phone Tomorrow Today
on 5762 1211. We will help to organise the registration and payment.

If you would like help with choosing a sport or hobby, you are invited to attend the:

Benalla Come and Try Day
Sunday 21 March 2021
Churchill Reserve, Waller Street, Benalla
10am to 1pm

Many clubs will run activities on the day and a free barbecue will be provided.

If you have any questions about this project, please call Tomorrow Today on 5762 1211.

2021 Grant Guidelines

Background
Tomorrow Today is Benalla’s independent community foundation. We connect people, resources
and ideas, to create a bright future for our great rural community. Grant funding for community
projects is available as a result of generous donations to our Community Fund from local people
and businesses.
Applications from local organisations and groups are invited for projects that enable residents to
help build a stronger, more resilient and prosperous Benalla and district community.

Size of grants
Applications for grants up to $5,000 will be accepted.

Opening and Closing Dates of Application
Applications open on Monday 15 February 2021 and close on Thursday 8 April 2021 at 5pm.

Focus Areas
Our priorities for the 2021 funding round are outlined below.

1. Building a stronger, more connected community through projects that meet these
objectives:


Addressing social disadvantage



Promoting inclusion and increasing involvement in community



Embracing community diversity

2. Improving social and educational outcomes for Benalla’s children and young
people through projects that fit one or more of these objectives:


Ensuring all children start school ready to learn



Improving literacy and numeracy



Increasing student wellbeing



Improving student knowledge of careers and career pathways



Building student aspiration

3. Applications for great community-building projects that do not meet the priorities
above will also be considered for funding.
1

Eligibility
BEFORE submitting an application, please contact Rosie Koop, Executive Officer of Tomorrow
Today, on (03) 5762 1211 or e-mail rosiekoop@tomorrowtoday.com.au to discuss your
proposal to ensure that it fits within our guidelines.
1.

Proposals must be for a recognised *Charitable purpose’ (see definition below) to meet our
legal requirements.

2.

Sport is not considered a charitable activity. Applications from sporting organisations need
to clearly demonstrate a benefit to the wider community. Examples of wider benefit are:
programs that address disadvantage; and the advancement of education through programs
run in connection with schools that are open to all students

3.

The proposal cannot be a fundraising activity. Tomorrow Today does not subsidise
fundraising activities.

4.

The proposal cannot be a government project. Tomorrow Today does not fund projects
that are the domain of government. However, if a government entity such as a school is
undertaking a community activity (e.g. vegetable garden, or a community project) that is
additional to their core purpose, then the activity may be considered for funding.

5.

Funding will not be considered for individuals, retrospective projects (i.e. those that have
already occurred) or operational funding (i.e. ongoing expenses or recurrent costs).

* Charitable purposes - the Charities Act 2013 (Cth) lists twelve charitable purposes. The
purposes most likely to align with our grants are:
- advancing social or public welfare
- advancing education
- advancing health
- advancing culture
- promoting reconciliation, mutual respect and tolerance between groups of
individuals that are in Australia
- advancing the natural environment
- other purposes ‘beneficial to the general public’

Period of funding
From approval you will have 12 months to complete your project.
How to Apply
You are strongly urged to contact us (as outlined under ‘Eligibility’ above) to discuss your
proposal before submitting an application. Application forms can be requested from our office
or downloaded from the Tomorrow Today website. Send your application either by e-mail, post
or hand deliver to Tomorrow Today, no later than 5pm on Thursday 8 April 2021.
All applications will be acknowledged by email.
Successful applicants will be notified within 5 weeks of the closing date.

2

Permanent Care Program

Information for prospective permanent carers

Could you be a permanent care parent?
There are a number of children supported by the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing who require
a family for life as they are unable to live with their birth families. We are seeking committed and motivated
people who would be interested in learning more about providing a permanent family for a child.
Assistance payments are made to the Permanent Care family to assist with the day to day expenses of caring
for a child/young person. Assistance payments are considered to be a reimbursement for expenses and not
an earned income.
We are also keen to speak with families who are particularly interested in caring for children aged between 5
and 10 years.
Prospective permanent carers must attend a three-day training course. Our next training dates will be held on
March 3rd, 10th and 17th 2021.
For further information regarding Permanent Care please visit our webpage
<https://services.dhhs.vic.gov.au/permanent-care>.
Please contact the program to discuss your interest via email <melanie.matthews@dhhs.vic.gov.au> or
phone: (03) 5832 1552.

To receive this document in another format, phone (03) 5832 1552, using the National Relay
Service 13 36 77 if required, or email Melanie Matthews
<melanie.matthews@dhhs.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, February 2021.

