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Term 3 - 4 September
Principal’s Reflection - Joanne Rock
Spring has returned to the North East of Victoria in all its splendour this week! You can
actually start to feel the warmth of the sun
again, the magpies are swooping and the
days are gradually getting warmer. Our college community has continued to be industrious and focused on various learning tasks
and opportunities, albeit in the remote setting
for the vast majority of us.
There is no doubt that 2020 has been hijacked by a microscopic virus, and as a result many of us have been left dismayed
and disappointed by the disruption it has caused. It is easy to
dwell on all that has been cancelled
or lost to us over these past months,
but I would like to shift the focus on to
what we have learned, gained and
been blessed with as a result of the
global COVID pandemic.
Firstly, we can give thanks that no
one in our community has been personally impacted with COVID, nor
have any of us lost a loved one to
the virus. When I witness the daily
number of deaths from the virus on
the news, I remind myself that those
numbers represent a person, a grieving family who under the current restrictions cannot even have a funeral
that would allow the whole family to
attend, let alone the inclusion of friends. Up to this point, we in
Benalla and the surrounds have been spared that.
Secondly, the way our community has rallied together and supported one another is evidence that nothing brings us closer together than a crisis. Care, consideration and compassion have
all been given and received by staff, parents and students as
we work our way through and come to understand what remote
learning is and can be. Small acts of kindness, words of appreciation and gratitude have not gone unnoticed. When I ask
people about some of the lessons they have been taught as a
result of 2020, many have said the same thing: perspective!
Watching this global crisis unfold, has had some of us reassess
what was previously a big deal in our lives when put into perspective against what millions of people worldwide are suffering. We have much to be grateful for when comparing our situation with others and others that do not live all that far from us.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

Thirdly, we have all been reminded to not take our freedom for
granted. Never before in our lifetimes have we had so much
control taken from us, rules imposed on us and enforced by
the law. Since 1984 when our National Anthem was formally
introduced, we have proudly sung; Australians All, let us rejoice,
for we are young and free. That sentiment has seeped into our
collective psyche and culture over the following years and is
currently being challenged by State and Federal powers that
have curtailed this concept. This is a foreign way of existence
to those of us born in Australia and a trigger for many refugees and migrants who purposely left countries that exerted
far-reaching and unfettered control and power over their lives;
and we don’t like it. All of us are waiting with great hope and
anticipation for the
day our freedoms
are returned to us,
eager to celebrate
and acknowledge
what a gift our freedoms are.
Our theme for 2020
has been: Beauty,
truth and goodness. Each morning
on my daily walk, I
consciously acknowledge the beauty,
truth and goodness I
see and experience
as a way to remind
myself that it is in times of hardship that these gifts shine brighter than ever. If we take the time to pause and acknowledge
the things around us that are beautiful, truthful and good, we
can find many, many positives in our small part of the world we
call home.
Take care.
Joanne Rock
Principal
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The General Achievement Test (GAT)

THE GENERAL ACHIEVEMENT TEST (GAT)
On 7 October, the Year 11 and 12 students who are completing VCAA exams at the end of
the year, must complete the General Achievement Test (GAT). Next Tuesday 8 September,
Mr Walsh and Mr Durance will be briefing these students about different aspects of the
GAT. Using the Google Meet facility, we will be covering topics such as ‘What is the GAT?’.
What is the format of the GAT?’, ‘Why is the GAT important?’, general exam process and
rules, effective methods in approaching the GAT, preparation and a ‘question and answer’
session. Students will also be sent this information as a document.
Information about the General achievement test
The General Achievement Test is a test of general knowledge and skills in written
communication, mathematics, science and technology, humanities, the arts and social
sciences taken by all Victorian students prior to completing their scored VCE.
The test consists of two writing tasks and 70 multiple choice questions on science,
technology, mathematics and humanities. The first writing test is an informative piece based
on information given, while the second is an opinion piece to be based on statements
provided.
No special study is required. Past study of subjects like English, Mathematics, Science and
History prepares students for the GAT by building their general knowledge and skills in
writing, numeracy and reasoning.
GAT results:
• do not count directly towards a student’s VCE results
• help check that school-based and external assessments have been accurately assessed
• contribute to statistical moderation of school-based assessment results
• help calculate Derived Examination Scores
• determine scores in school-based assessment, external assessment and if a derived
examination score is required due to illness, accident and trauma.
There is a close correlation between receiving good GAT results and academic achievement.
We wish these students well in the GAT and their upcoming subject exams for what has
been a very difficult year.
Brendan Walsh
VCE Coordinator
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Year 7 Health & Physical Education

Year 7 students have been staying active during
our Remote Learning 2.0. Students have been trying new things to test their own ability, fitness and
strength.
Mr Morgan and Mrs Hughes threw them an incentive for a workout during the last week of our Practical Activities - all students were sent out a small
packet of Skittles, however, the deal was to be able
to eat the Skittles, they were asked to complete a
body weight exercise.
Here are some photos of our students remaining active and keeping fit during these difficult times.
Mr Morgan and Mrs Hughes
Year 7 Health and PE
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Year 9 Project Based Learning (PBL)
Over the last term, the Year 9 PBL class has been looking at the
topic of Laws and Citizenship with a particular focus on refugees
and Australia’s international obligation. Throughout this time,
all students have been studying a novel to reinforce their understanding - one group has read “The Rugmaker”, another group
has read “When Michael Met Mina” and another group has read
“Boy Overboard”.
We commenced a project that was to be a creative response to
share a refugee’s story of struggle and triumph and whilst Remote
Learning 2.0 put an end to us working together at school, the
students were still
able to complete
fantastic pieces of
work to share with
the group.
Erin Crook
PBL Teacher
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Making Water Still - Year 7 Science
Last week in Science we did an interesting
had to dig a hole in the ground and put a
ter being in the sun for a couple of hours,
densation on the plastic cover and the water
Photo by Orla Kidgell

experiment about separating salt from water. We
bowl with salt water and an empty cup in it. Afsalt deposits formed in the bowl. There was concollected in the cup was not salty. - Lily Evans
Photo by Kristian Kolodziejczyk

Sketch by Molly Harper

Photo by Lily Evans

Photo by Orla Kidgell

Photo by Lily Evans
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Mapping our Organs - Year 8 Science
While doing Science in remote learning, we were tasked to trace our body on paper and then draw in where
we thought the major organs were. We then had to overlay this with where they actually were.
I found this task enjoyable and fun as it was something different, not just answering questions on paper. I also
thought it was good as it got us off our computers for a while and made it fun.
- By Charles Thompson 8Z

Personal Achievement - Ellen Sambell
Congratulations to Year 9 student Ellen Sambell who recently won second
prize for her age group in the international art competition ‘My World At
Home’.
The competition encouraged young artists to create an image that relates
to what life looks like for them within their home at the moment.
Ellen used the coronavirus pandemic as inspiration for a highly original and
captivating self-portrait wearing an N95 face mask. Ellen’s facial expression, which can be imagined behind the mask, captured how she felt about
the whole situation. Ellen’s application of the drawing materials, graphite
stick on paper, demonstrates a refined practice of shading to render form
and light.
Ellen’s work can be viewed alongside other engaging artworks by students
in the online exhibition.
https://www.artencounters.com.au/art-competition/
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36 ARUNDEL ST BENALLA

enquiries: 5762 1222

Peace Project Creative Response (Year 9)
August 6th is the day Japan commemorates the bombing of Hiroshima.
It is a time to console the victims of the atomic bombs and to pray for the realization of lasting world
peace.

For my creative response to “Heiwa
no Hi”, I decided to create a comparative piece by making these small collages on a website called Canva.
One photo collage shows the peace
and calm nature of Japan, while the
other shows what fighting and tragedy can do to a country. It shows the
contrast between peace and violence
and gives insight as to why we need
global harmony.
I also included another symbol of
peace represented by three paper
cranes. Cranes are animals of peace in
Japan. - Georgia O’Brien
“I will write peace on your wings and you will fly all over the world.”
Sadako Sasaki
For my peace project, I decided to draw Sadako Sasaki, the girl who, after being exposed to radiation, decided to fold 1,000 paper cranes in hope of making a full recovery from leukaemia. Her story is connected
to the Hiroshima bombing, the anniversary of which is Peace Day. I also thought that rather than looking
at and expressing creatively the large scale effects of war, I wanted to think about the story of a civilian
caught up in the war and the lasting effects that it had on them. I picked Sadako because her story is so
well known and she is the reason that paper cranes are used to symbolize peace in Japan. - Ellen Sambell
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Peace Project Creative Response (Year 9)
“To me, peace is closely associated with freedom. The definition of peace is freedom from disturbance.
The definition of freedom is the power or right to act
speak and think as one wants. I believe that until you have
one, you can’t truly have the other.” - Abby Hammond

By Jasmin Garrett

Forces on water drops - surface tension - Year 7 Science
This week in remote learning we did an experiment
called “Forces-water drops”.

Photo by Nina Perrin

In the experiment we had to get a small coin and see
how many drops of water could fit on the coin before
the water spilt off the coin. We then had to add detergent to the water which lowered the force surface
tension and hence, the amount of water drops that
could fit on the coin.
Interestingly, we managed to fit approximately 25
drops on a coin. There were many different results
with both the water and detergent. - Lily Evans

Photo by Jade Rau

Photo by Lily Evans
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Responsible Parenting - Year 11 Health & Human Development
Year 11 HHD have been investigating responsible parenting as a part of
their formal studies. To make it a little more realistic, each student adopted a child (a bag of flour/sugar). As a parent, they needed to name the
child and show parenting skills. The class discovered the stages of development (physical, social, emotional and intellectual) from infancy through
to childhood.
Some of the new parents had to assist the baby with temperature control and others had to protect their new family member from other family
members.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Creation Stories - Year 8s
The Year 8s have been looking at
a comparison of Creation stories
from Genesis and the Aboriginal
Dreamtime narratives.

Sun, moon and stars

The students were asked to illustrate some of the stories and
to look at similarities and differences.
Kelsey Scriven from 8X painted
some lovely interpretations.

Night and day
Sea and land

Small plants and big plants
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Moments of Memories - Margaret Mackerell (Hernan)
Below is a small extract taken from the memories that Marg Mackerell has written to celebrate 120 years of FCJ College
Benalla and the tireless work of the FCJ Sisters over 200 years.
Marg, now 84 and living independently in Benalla, has reflected on her time at the College. As a student, she attended Our
Lady of the Angels Convent as it was known then, and then later in life worked as the Bursar from 1980 till 1999 in the administration area. Unfortunately in 1970 Marg, her husband Bill Keenan and their children were involved in a car accident,
resulting in Bill being killed and the others receiving serious injuries. Marg, now a widow, was left with five children under
11 to raise by herself. Marg was formerly a teacher but her qualifications were no longer recognised, so Marg returned to
study doing accounting and working at McPherson Seeds before obtaining her position as Bursar at FCJ College Benalla.
All her children were educated at FCJ College and have gone on to be very successful citizens. Tony, General Manager of
Port Phillip Council, Patrick a Doctor of Medicine, Stephen an Information Technology Consultant, Anne-Marie Professor of
Podiatry in England and Carmel a Food Scientist and wine maker in Maryborough.
At the age of 44, Marg married Jack Mackerell and became the matriarch of his family also. She cared for him in his later life
when he was suffering from dementia. This truly remarkable woman is one of inspiration and is to be greatly admired by us
all. A woman of true courage and confidence.

MY FIRST MEMORIES OF FCJ COLLEGE BENALLA
Written by Margaret Mackerell (Hernan)

My first memory of FCJ Convent in Benalla was when we were children going to Sunday
Mass, being in awe of the beautiful building with its manicured gardens. We were also intrigued with the nuns who used to walk in formation from the convent through the back
yard of the church into the nuns’ chapel. We could also catch a glimpse of them when we
went to communion.
A big event in our calendar year was “Convent Wood Day” held on a Saturday in Autumn. My
father, John Hernan, was a farmer at Winton and during the war years, a carrier so owned a
five tonne truck. During the weeks before the event he would pick up wood from other farmers who had no way of getting the wood into town, then add more wood from our farm. All the men would
head off to the convent on the Saturday. The farmers that had donated the wood made their own way in to Benalla. My uncle Frank was on a nearby property to us and would fill his utility with wood also. It seemed that the
men from little surrounding places all did the same thing, even my mother’s brothers who were non-Catholics
went along. There were saw benches set up to saw the wood, then it would be split and stacked ready for the
coming winter. They were rewarded with a delicious roast lunch, along with sweets and beautiful trimmings,
cooked and served by the nuns. We also believe the men were rewarded with liquid refreshments but suspect
by the time and the state they arrived home, perhaps travelled home via the Royal Hotel. It seemed the men
really enjoyed the annual get together with all the other men from around the district.
Sometime in 1944, it seemed time for my younger sister Valerie and I to go to the nuns to be instructed for our
first holy communion, just as my brothers had done before us. This was arranged, so one Saturday we were
dropped off at the front gate and made our way through the garden to the brass polished front door. A young
nun answered the door and showed us in to the parlour where we waited for a while until Mother Winifred
came. She was a beautiful, tall, imposing figure who gave us our instruction. I always felt very close to heaven
in such a magnificent place.
Unfortunately the 1952 Polio epidemic ended my schooling and it hit Winton with a vengeance, resulting in the
death of my cousin (7 Years old) and many casualties including my brother, sister and myself. Recovery was
slow and this meant my only contact with the College after this was when I made my debut, the occasional
reunion, a visit to the nuns on my wedding day and the education of my children.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Stewardship - Year 10 R.E.
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Stewardship - Year 10 R.E.
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Stewardship - Year 10 R.E.

“The child should live in an environment of
beauty”
-Maria Montessori
“It is our collective and individual responsibility to
preserve and tend to the world in which we all
live”
-Dalai Lama

God truth beauty goodness
Reflects how we should be treating
our earth, nature, plants and all. The
truth is if we seek beauty and
goodness in life, we must take care of
the little things in life so we can have
these good things.

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Stewardship - Year 10 RE

Caring for creation
Caring for creation allows future generations
to see the beautiful fauna and flora creations
of god. When we don’t take care of what we
were given, things start to die and become
extinct which means the generations to
come don’t get to see those things that god
created. When the earth suffers we suffer to.
To ensure a good life we need to look after
our planet.

‘Because of us, thousands of species will
no longer give glory to God by their very
existence, nor convey their message to
us. We have no such right.’

‘which our children will never see,
because they have been lost forever.’

The beauty of our animals and plants
brings goodness to our hearts. If we tell
the truth its us who is making these
animals and plants become extinct. We
cant blame anyone but ourselves. We
are the reason future generations don’t
get to experience the plants and animals
we get to experience

Aboriginal Spirituality - Year 8 Religious Education
For Year 8 Religious Education, we have
been studying Aboriginal Spirituality.
The students were asked to use some
of the symbols to paint a rock or stone
and to write an accompanying prayer.
Cath Burton
Year 8 RE Teacher
Dear God,
Today don’t let me lose my joy
My peace
My mind
or my focus
In Jesus’ name. Amen

Thank you for the mice
But maybe not the
head lice.

May God bless you with power and money

admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

Dear God,
Thank you for the animals,
The horses and the camels.
Thank you for the marine life,
And all the bees in the bee hive
Thank you for the
dogs and cats,
The birds, the bugs, the
bats.

Thank you for all the
animals that walk, run, jump, swim or fly on
this earth.
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A BIG THANK YOU!!

PHILIPPINES FUNDRAISER
We have currently raised $1850 through generous donations and
mask making from our community members.
This amount of money will provide all 40 families with 21kg of rice,
canned goods, noodles and coffee packs as well as milk and biscuits for the kids which will last for two weeks.
Attached to this newsletter is a newsletter describing their current
living conditions composed by MayRose, one of the wonderful
young leaders of their community.

Remember Book Week? Every year this iconic literacy event usually occurs in August. This year it was postponed until
September…and then again until October. So I am assuming it will go ahead in term 4. It is a wonderful way to gauge what is
popular, new and sometimes not so new fiction and work on collection development for our school. With various categories being
judged, the areas that interest us the most are the Junior categories and the non-fiction. From time to time, the Picture book
section also offers some interesting and poignant books that offer a universal message that is relevent to all age groups.

Some of the titles we are looking at this year are:
Older Readers:
The boy who steals houses by C.G. Drews
How it feels to float by Helena Fox
Ghost bird by Lisa Fuller
When the ground is hard by Malla Nunn
Four dead Queens by Astrid Scholte
This is how we changed the ending by Vikki Wakefield
It is important to note that many of these titles are available on Overdrive (Via Sora).
Happy reading!
Mrs Keady
Library Manager
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FCJ College Parent Teacher Interviews Term Three 2020
Booking your interviews:
1. Access PAM login page at the following URL address:
https://pam.fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au/
2. Type in your username and password - if you are unsure about these details please contact
the front office on 5762 1222.

3. Home page – click on PTI link in top right corner

4. You shall be taken to the Parent Teacher Interviews booking page with the list of subjects.

5. Click on a subject to select booking time (with teacher listed)

6. Confirmed bookings shall appear below the list of subjects

7. On the day and time of the interview return to this same page on PAM
- At the time of the interview Highlight the link in the teacher’s “Room”

8. Right click the Room link and Go to the address listed

9.

You will be taken to the teacher’s Whereby room
- Click on “Knock” and this shall alert the teacher that you are ready for the interview

10. Wait for teacher to allow access to the room. Please be patient as your teacher may be
finishing another meeting.

11. Begin your interview

Please contact the front office if you have further queries – 5762 1222

INSIGHTS

Help kids tap into their inner resources

My first parenting mentor, Maurice Balson, author of Becoming Better Parents constantly reminded parents, “If you want your
child to be resourceful you need to put them in positions to develop their resources.”
Balson’s resourcefulness message is just as apt today. Coping with change, dealing with small losses, handling rejection and
overcoming disappointment are the types of experiences that build a child’s or young person’s inner resources.
Developing resourcefulness is the appropriate approach to take when considering the disruptive impact that coronavirus is
having on kids’ lives. A child who is struggling to come to grips with the changes brought about by the pandemic initially needs
an emphatic, supportive approach. They also need encouragement to tap into their inner resources to help them manage the
hard times. The following strategies will help develop your child or young person’s inner resources.

Give them a chance to be resourceful
Harry, age 10, o en leaves his lunch at home. His father, who works from home, won’t take forgotten items to school. Harry
either misses lunch or persuades his friends to share their lunches with him. Either way, when Harry leaves his lunch at home he’s
forced to rely on his emotional or physical resourcefulness to get by. And he does.

Catch them being resourceful
A child’s behaviours that gain a parent’s attention generally expand. Highlight a child’s good manners, acts of kindness or
honesty and you’re more likely to get a repeat of those behaviours. Positive parental recognition is a high motivator for most
kids. To encourage your child’s resourcefulness, focus your attention and positive comments on acts of resourcefulness and
resilience they exhibit.

Encourage creativity
Sylvia, age 13 walked to school each day, saving her bus fare to spend on clothes that were out of reach of her parents’ budget.
Sylvia found a way to overcome her money problem in her own way. Children and young people usually come up with very
creative solutions when they’re allowed to own their problems.

Develop coping skills
Kids rely on their coping skills to help them manage their emotional states when life throws them curve balls. Build your child’s
set of coping skills through direct teaching, modelling and discussion. Humour, distraction, relaxation, exercise, play and
thought-distancing are some of the more common coping skills kids can use to help them tolerate their di icult feelings.

Provided as a part of our school’s Parenting Ideas membership

parentingideas.com.au

The resourcefulness a child develops when they experience adversity doesn’t desert them when life returns to normal. It waits in
the background, ready to be drawn upon again when hardships, frustrations and di iculties come their way.

Michael Grose
Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting educators. He’s an
award-winning speaker and the author of 12 books for parents including Spoonfed Generation, and
the bestselling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It . Michael is a former
teacher with 15 years experience, and has 30 years experience in parenting education. He also holds a
Master of Educational Studies from Monash University specialising in parenting education.

Provided as a part of our school’s Parenting Ideas membership

parentingideas.com.au

Managing illness in schools and early childhood
services during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic

One of the most important things we can do
to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19)
in our community is to stay at home when we
are unwell, even when we have the mildest
of symptoms.

What you need to know
1. If a child is unwell, even with the mildest of
symptoms, they must stay at home
If a child becomes unwell during the day, they
must be collected from school/early childhood
education and care (ECEC) as soon as possible.

2. If a child has any of the symptoms of
coronavirus (COVID-19) outlined below,
however mild, they should get tested
and they must remain at home until they
receive their results:
• fever
• chills or sweats
• cough
• sore throat
• shortness of breath
• runny nose
• loss of sense of smell or taste.
In certain circumstances headache, muscle
soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and
diarrhoea may also be considered symptoms.
For further advice:

3. A child must stay at home until they are
symptom free, even if their coronavirus
(COVID-19) test is negative
If a person has tested positive for coronavirus
(COVID-19) they must isolate until they receive
clearance from the Department of Health and
Human Services. Read the What to do if you’ve
tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)
factsheet (PDF) for more information.
If a person is a close contact of someone who has
tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) the
Department of Health and Human Services will
get in contact to tell them they are a close contact
of a person who is confirmed to have coronavirus
(COVID-19). A close contact must quarantine at
home. Read the What to do if you have been in
close contact with someone with coronavirus
(COVID-19) factsheet (Word) for more information.
For information on the minimum periods
students and children need to stay at home
for other conditions, refer to the DHHS school
exclusion table.

4. Children do NOT need a medical certificate
before returning to school/ECEC
Once symptoms have cleared, there is no
requirement from the Department of Education
and Training or DHHS for children/students to
have a medical certificate before they return to
school/ECEC.
Thank you for your support in following these
steps, together we can all stay safe.

•

call the 24-hour coronavirus (COVID-19) hotline
1800 675 398
• call a general practitioner
• use the Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) online self-assessment tool.
Visit: Where to get tested.

This advice has been prepared by the Department of Education and Training,
Safer Care Victoria and the Department of Health and Human Services

Malbago Village Quarterly Newsletter
Coronavirus Impact
August marks the fifth month since the
lockdown was implemented in the Philippines.
Bantayan Island as of now is placed under Modified
General Community Quarantine which means the
lockdown is less strict compared to the first three
months of the COVID-19 outbreak. A lot of
companies resumed operating so a lot of people
whose jobs were temporarily suspended due to the
pandemic are now coming back to work.

Compared to the previous months, the
villagers’ lives are now close to being normal as
everyone seemed to have adjusted with the
situation. Everyone may have adjusted; it doesn’t

mean we are no longer struggling. Aside from the
debts at the sari-sari stores and cash loans to aid
everyday needs and other stuff like medicines, the
primary problem of most parents right now is the
electricity bills. The bills of some families now
reached Php3000. That amount is the sum of their
unpaid bills for the past three months. Fortunately,
the Bantayan Island Electric Cooperative, Inc.
agreed to continue providing electricity to families
who failed to pay for the past three months.
However, failure to pay a single month’s bill after
that will result to cutting of electricity connection.
The bills would have been much bigger if it weren’t
for the financial support each family received from
the fundraising program the scholars made before.
The villagers are very grateful for the Aussies and
everyone who remembered and continued caring
for us in the midst of this pandemic.
One thing we are all grateful for is not having had a
single coronavirus case in the village since the
outbreak begun. However, there has been
saddeness that has occurred in the village. Last
month, Corrine Deyral had to travel to Cebu city
with her husband who was suffering from cancer to
have him checked at a major hospital. As they came
back, they were isolated for two weeks. Just a week
after being released from isolation, her husband

passed away and she’s now alone to raise their three
young children.

taught by the parents at home. High school and
college students will proceed to remote learning.

Some villagers were also admitted to the
local hospital due to other health implications. Last
month, Junel was hospitalized due to a kidney
complication and is now home under medicine
maintenance. Just recently, Sherlita was admitted to
the hospital for a minor infection. She is now under
her family’s care. It is truly a struggle for both
families who are merely relying on small businesses
(i.e. small sari-sari store and selling drinking water)
while the companies they’re working at is still
suspended.

Online classes may be convenient to some,
but it is not the case for everyone. Chances are high
for online classes to be ineffective especially that
not all students in the village and even around the
country have the resources and materials such as
laptops, smart phones, internet/data connection for
effective learning. Being located on a remote area
adds up to the problem as well because not only we
are limited with materials and resources mentioned
above, we are also limited with the signal. Although
Wi-Fi connections are reliable in the village, not
everyone can afford it. In fact, Franilyn installed a
personal Wi-Fi connection in the village that she
uses for business. Those who wish to connect will
pay one peso to have a ten minute access to the
internet.

Despite the hardships of being under the
pandemic, the villagers always find ways to enjoy
life to keep their mental health intact. Judith Mulle’s
family, for example, does karaoke everyday and on
some days they play fun music with their huge
speaker to keep the village from being lonely and
quiet. The kids can play outdoors now as long as
they don’t go outside the village. The village is very
well guarded by a barangay officer who comes to
check the village three times a day to make sure
everyone is following the quarantine protocols such
as social distancing, no mass gatherings and evening
curfew.

Educational Issues
The Philippines’ Department of Education
recently announced the continuation of classes for
the School Year 2020-2021 in the last week of
August or first week of September. On the
Philippine President’s State of the Nation Address,
he will not allow face to face classes in all levels thus
the schools will have to switch to an alternative
mode of learning for the sake of the students’
safety. Elementary students for example will
proceed to modular learning where in teachers will
provide them with readings and writings to be

The situation is truly difficult for students
who want to continue studying but doesn’t have the
means to remote learning. The Philippine
government hasn’t announced a concrete plan to
aid the issue just yet so we are still looking forward
to it and hopefully every student will have equal
access to quality education even amidst the
pandemic.

