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Term 2 - 8 May
Principal’s Reflection - Joanne Rock
I hope this Newsletter finds you and your
family in good health
and spirits, after four
weeks
of
remote
learning. Needless to
say, there have been
challenges and victories for many of us;
good days and bad days; unexpected
treasures and anguish. However, I sincerely hope that through all the ups and
downs, perspective has been kept, along
with compassion and kindness. Please
remember, we are only a phone
call away, and very happy to assist with any remote learning issues you may experience.
I certainly want to thank each one
of you for the support and faith
you have shown the staff and myself during this transition into the
remote learning space. I have
had a number of parents write
or phone the College to express
gratitude and thanks for all the
work we have done to set up this
revolutionary way of learning and
to report how well their child/ren
have risen to the challenge. If ever there
was a time to be learning about and
practicing resilience, it is now.
During this time of Coronavirus, many of
us have experienced a variety of emotions ranging from fear to anxiety. All of
these are considered to be normal and
natural responses to any challenging situation that can often result in our minds
telling us all kinds of scary stories. This
can be especially true for teenagers and
senior students for whom ‘what if’ stories
will often predict the worst.
Adolescents are considered to be more
at risk of anxiety and depression disorders which may affect their mood, thinking and behaviour. Although this is completely understandable given the current
situation, any unusual behaviour that
lasts for more than 2-3 weeks, may be a
cause for concern. Adult carers need to
remain vigilant for any signs of distress,

even though your adolescent may not
have any prior history of mental illness.
Early intervention, diagnosis and treatment have never been more important.
If you do have any concerns relating to
your teenager’s mental health, you may
wish to consider using the assessment tool
provided by Beyond Blue. The checklist
aims to measure how your teen has been
feeling over the past four weeks. After
completion, the results can be printed for
your records, or alternatively, provided
to your medical practitioner.

Click here to access the Beyond Blue Assessment Tool. If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child,
please contact Catherine Burton, Director of Wellbeing or your child’s Learning
Leader for further information, or seek
medical or professional help.
As indicated in our last newsletter, we
have explored a number of options as
an alternative to our usual and very
popular Parent/Teacher interviews, normally held at the end of Term 1. After
much brain storming and looking at what
would work best for parents and staff,
we have arrived at an alternative approach, which is explained in detail in
a letter sent to all parents today and
published in this Newsletter. Please take
the time to read how this communication
will work between you and your child’s/
ren teachers. The purpose of the Term
1 P/T interviews is to give parents a
snapshot summary of how their child is
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traveling across all subjects via the brief
mid-semester report, which is usually followed up with a conversation with specific teachers chosen by the parent. By
giving parents this information prior to
the more detailed end of semester report, allows for discussions with the student about resetting their goals and approach, if needed. It also minimises any
unpleasant surprises. We are trying our
best to give parents the opportunity to
interact with teachers in relation to that
mid-semester report as best we can, given the circumstances, so please work with
us and engage in this new process.
For those of you who reside in Benalla,
it is worth doing a drive by our multipurpose hall site, where this week we
saw the steel frame go up. We now
have some idea of the dimensions of
the space, and it looks amazing! We
have been so lucky that our building
contractors have continued to work under the current restrictions, making use
of many local contractors on various
aspects of the build. It is so exciting to
see our concept now take form, in the
knowledge that this time next year, we
will have this amazing space to use on
a daily basis for our community.
Finally, we are seeking parent feedback
in relation to the implementation of remote learning from your perspective.
Please complete the short survey to be
found by clicking this link. Your feedback
is valued and important, as it helps us
evaluate what we are doing well and
what we could be doing better.
I will leave you with one of my favourite quotes that resonates with me at this
time:
You are braver than you believe,
Stronger than you seem
and smarter than you think.
A.A.Milne, Winnie the Pooh.
Take care and stay well!
Joanne Rock
Principal
enquiries: 5762 1222

Shelby Says!

Hi - my name is Shelby and I am a Year 7 student at FCJ College
Benalla. I am trying to stop the spread of Coronavirus by making
these posters. You will see them around the school. I want the
Coronavirus to be gone because I want everything to go back to
normal. If you see one of these posters around the school, please
make sure you read it. Do all these things to stop the spread of
Coronavirus! These posters took hours to make so please read them!

By Shelby Cook
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Chemistry

Affirmation Posters

Personalising the carbon cycle showing his location - Ryan Martin, 10Z

In Year 8 Pos Ed, the students are making affirmation posters.
Affirmations can counter any negative thoughts
and are seen as beneficial for mental health.
This one was produced by Abigail Cooke.

Model of an oxygen atom - Laura Frewen (Year 9)

Year 9 Textiles
Before we began remote learning, the Year 9 Textiles students were given large skeins of wool and crochet hooks. They were given access to written instructions and YouTube videos to help produce a crochet slouchy beanie. Along with Google Meets for demonstrations and problem solving, students have
had varying degrees of success.
All students have committed to the task and are persevering. Two of our students have completed a
beanie and Ruby Martin completed a second Beanie. Students have also had posted to them, plain
white t-shirts which they are working on reconstructing.

Hat made by Olivia O’Brien
Ruby Martin hat 1
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 9 Food Studies
Students have been looking at the influences on
Australian Food. Students were challenged with
designing a Family Meal for their families. The only
provision was the use of one canned food and one
packet food must be used. They were required to design
evaluation questions for their Family to answer.
JACK BOTTEN
Personal evaluation:
I think my meal went well. I made the beef and pasta
bake. There weren't many problems with the meal.
There were only a few changes to the meal because of
ingredients we did not have eg. garlic, so we used
garlic from a jar. We also did not have dried oregano
leaves so we used a herb mix that we had.

Evaluation Questions:
Was there anything you particularly liked about the
pesto pasta?
Dad: The texture was good. The pasta was well cooked
and there was a bit of crunch with the pine nuts.
Ruby: That there was veggie in it but not too much
veggie.
Ava: The pasta spirals and the flavour of the pesto.
Was there anything you wished could've been in
there?
Dad: A bit more seasoning would've been nice.
Ruby: A larger variety of veggies.
Ava: No.

Things that influenced my meal:
Migration influenced my meal because my meal had
pasta in it, so without migration there would not be
pasta in Australia.
Refrigeration influenced my meal because a lot of the
ingredients need refrigeration to keep like bacon, some
of the vegetables, beef and cheese.
Canning influenced my meal because there was a
canned food in my dish which was the tomato soup.
Health concern also influenced my meal because if
there was not a health concern I would not be making
the dish at home.
Family evaluations – Dad:
How was the Appearance? It looked like a proper
beef pasta that you would buy from a shop.
How was the taste? It had lots of rich flavours.
How was the texture? Everything was cooked spot on.
How was the aroma? It smelt great cooking.
How was the overall dish? It was a very enjoyable
meal.

What was the appearance like?
Dad: It looked appetising.
Ruby: It was appealing.
Ava: It was visually appealing.
Was there much flavour? What did it taste like?
Dad: The flavour was good. I liked that there was a little
bit of heat from the chilli flakes and it still had the classic
pesto flavour.
Ruby: It was spicy and nutty.
Ava: It was a little spicy.
What was the smell like? Did it have a particularly
strong smell?
Dad: It wasn't anything too overpowering, apart from
the cheese and pine nuts.
Ruby: It smelt like parmesan cheese.
Ava: It smelt cheesy.
RILEY WOOLLEY

SCARLETT SAUNDERS
Personal Evaluation:
I feel I did okay. The broccoli didn't mash up very well,
however I put some water in the pan and it made the
broccoli a little bit softer; however it still needed a fair
amount of force to mash. I made my own 'pesto' which
included broccoli instead of basil, which improved the
health concerns.
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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Year 7 Science Investigations
Students conducted different experiments using scientific method at home as part of a science investigation.
Some of the topics investigated included:
• The rate at which ice melts on different surfaces.
• Which fizzy drink will react the most to mentos?
• Which paper plane design can glide the largest distance?
• Making salt crystals under different conditions.
• Rate of variation of temperature inside and outside a greenhouse.
• What freezes fast (using different solutions)?
Temperature variations inside and outside a greenhouse – by Jade Rau

Which Paper plane design can glide the largest distance - by Shelby Cook

Rate of reaction of bicarb of soda with vinegar – by Koby Cromie
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200th Anniversary of the beginning of the FCJ Sisters
Ignatian Spirituality
Marie Madeleine was significantly influenced by the Jesuits Fathers, at St Acheul, in
Amiens, where she sent Eugene for his schooling. The Jesuit Charism and Spirituality
reflect the life and work of St Ingatius. Ignatian Spirituality underpins the prayer and
reflective practices of the FCJ Sisters and FCJ colleges today.
St Ignatius Loyola 1491-1556
Ignatius was born into a wealthy and privileged family in Northern Spain. His early
life was preoccupied by two polarised activities: knighthood and courting women.
After being seriously wounded in battle at the age of 30, he used the long hours of
recuperation to read about the life of Jesus and the Saints. During his recovery,
Ignatius experienced a ‘conversion’ and the desire ‘to do great things’.
He became an expert in Spiritual Direction and assisted others in developing a
prayerful relationship with God and using this relationship to empower their lives.
Ignatius was one of the most influential figures in the Roman Catholic CounterReformation. In 1534, in Paris, he founded the Society of Jesus, known as the Jesuits. He
was canonised by Pope Gregory XV on March 12, 1622.

St Ignatius

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-voices/st-ignatius-loyola/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/St-Ignatius-of-Loyola

Finding God in all things
Ignatian spirituality is practical; it is concerned with being aware of God in ordinary daily events. Whilst it
is true that we often experience the Divine in major life changing events, God is present every day and
everywhere. Ignatian spirituality is concerned raising our awareness, being fully present to the moments of
our lives and taking notice even when God’s presence may not be obvious. We can find God in our
relationships at work and in nature. Ignatian Spirituality encourages us to practice looking for God with
humility and attention to detail. As our God who loves us without limits and unconditionally invites us into a
relationship with himself and others, it should be no surprise that God can be found in all things and is
active in our world. We are invited to notice God and live according to this experience.
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/what-is-ignatian-spirituality/the-ignatian-way/finding-god-in-all-things/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/ignatian-spirituality/finding-god-in-all-things/

It is very easy to see God in the smiling faces of staff and students pictured at the 2020 Year 12 Retreat.
Jane Branigan (RE Teacher)
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PAM INSTRUCTIONS TO ACCESS STUDENT REPORTS
To access the Parent Access Module (PAM) type the following into your browser:
http://pam.fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au

1. When you log in, you should see:

2. Enter your user name and password. If you have forgotten these details, please contact the office.
3. This will take you to the main page for your son/daughter. This includes FCJ College daily
messages and upcoming events.
4. Parents click on their child’s photo to access the main menu.

5. Main menu for parents. You will be able to access all menus from the left of your screen. Your
child’s personal details will also be available.

6. To access Semester Reports, click on the ‘Assessment Reports’ tab where you can download
past reports.

Easy Isolation Treats

As online schooling continues we have free time on our breaks away from our screens at recess
and lunchtimes. Here are some easy treats you can make at lunchtime. I’m sure your families
would love these too. These are all easy to make and some are sweet and some are savoury. To
ensure your safety, please make these treats under adult supervision. Happy cooking!

Chocolate Crackles

Prep 15 Minutes I Cook 15 Minutes I Makes 28
Ingredients –
4 Cups of Rice Bubbles
1 Cup of Icing Sugar
1 Cup of Desiccated Coconut
5 Tbs Cocoa Powder
250g Copha Melted

Method

Mix ingredients all together until combined, spoon mixture into patty pans & refrigerate till set. A very yummy treat that
all the family will love!

Weet-Bix Slice

Prep 15 Minutes I Cook 15 Minutes I Makes 10 Servings
Ingredients –
4 Weet-Bix Crushed
1 Cup of Plain Flour
½ Cup Coconut
½ Cup Sugar
1 Tbs Cocoa
70g Butter
¼ Cup Water

Method
1.
2.
3.
4.

Preheat oven to 180c (160c fan forced). Melt butter and mix into crushed weet-bix.
Add in the remaining ingredients and stir to combine.
Line a square cake tin with baking paper. Press the mixture into base. Bake for 15 minutes.
To make icing, sift icing sugar into a bowl. Add milk gradually, stirring until you have a smooth consistency. Pour icing
over slice in tin and allow to set.

Ham Pinwheels

Prep 5 Minutes I Cook 15 Minutes
Makes 8
Ingredients –
2 Tbs Pizza Sauce
4 Slices Ham (shaved)
1 Cup Cheese (grated)
1 Sheet Puff Pastry (thawed)
1 Egg (beaten)

Method
1.
2.
3.

4.

Preheat oven to 180 degrees. Line or grease a baking tray
Spread pizza sauce evenly over puff pastry. Even place ham and cheese on top.
Carefully roll and cut pastry into slices about 2cm wide. Place on baking tray.
Using a pastry brush, brush each slice with the beaten egg mixture.
Cook for 15 minutes or until pastry is golden and cheese has melted.

For more recipes like these head to:
https://www.bestrecipes.com.au/collections/cooking-kidsrecipes/qlrar9p0?page=5&sort=recent&r=recipes/cookingwithkidsrecipes&c=qlrar9p0/Cooking%20with%20kids%20recipes

Thanks, Olivia Antonello
admin@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
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“Happiness lies in gratitude.”

Malbago Village Quarterly Newsletter
Coronavirus Impact
It has been 19 days since Bantayan Island and
the whole province of Cebu was placed under
Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) in combat
with the coronavirus pandemic. Along with the
implementation of the ECQ is the cancellation of
most jobs in which most
of the breadwinners of
the families in the village
are dependent on. The
list of people who lost
their jobs during the
implementation of ECQ
includes
some
construction workers, all
public
motorcycle
drivers and factory
workers. On the other
hand,
the
local
government
unit
provided
each
household a quarantine pass which is to be used
when going outside for essential grocery shopping.
This means that only one member of the family
(excluding senior citizens and minors) is allowed to
go out of the house for essential matters.
The loss of jobs led to difficulties in terms of
providing basic necessities especially to families with
a lot of children to feed. To solve such issue, some of

the village mums of like Glenda Yurag have started
to clean the fishes’ intestines or what we locally
name as “Dayok”. They then try and sell them to
people for 100 pesos ($2.5 AUD) per bottle. Others,
like Nanay (Auntie) Tiga who has 5 kids to feed
makes homemade dried fish to sell onwards. Yes, we
are still able to have fish for everyday basis because
fishing is not prohibited
during the lockdown as
well as the jobs that are
involved
in
food
manufacturing. What I
mean to say when I said
that not all construction
workers lost their jobs is
because not all companies
stopped operating during
the lockdown such as the
employer of our village
president Pablo Mulle. He
is still able to go to work
every day, only if he has his
quarantine pass and follows strict social distancing.
As for the rest of the families who have completely
lost their jobs and all source of income, they rely on
the support from the Local Government Unit (LGU)
who promised to provide all families with things like
rice and groceries. Some families are also expecting
financial support from the Department of Social

Welfare and Development (DSWD) and those
families are the ones that are only chosen by the
Barangay Health Workers to be the poorest of the
poor.
The support we get from the LGU is not
consistent which is why most family heads are forced
to go out the house and earn by all means they can
amidst the implementation of ECQ and the possible
consequences that awaits them.
Not too long ago, we received a financial
support from a very good Australian friend who
came and stayed with us in the village. He donated
$2000 Australian dollars which was enough to
provide all families with 21kg. rice, canned goods,
noodles and coffee packs as well as milk and biscuits
for the kids which lasted for two weeks.
-

Philippine government had to extend the lockdown
until the 30th of April. This resulted to the possible
continuation of online classes which I find very
difficult. As here in the village there is no access to
internet. Firstly, the reception in the village is not
suitable for internet browsing using mobile data and
secondly, my family cannot afford to install our own
internet connection at home.
These are only a few of the struggles each
individual in the village are dealing with. We are
getting used to the quarantine each day but it does
not change the fact that some of the families are
struggling to gain food to eat. So, with the help of
our friends from Australia, the youth in the village
are running a fundraising program through
GoFundMe to be able to help our co-villagers and
families at this time of crisis. The money raised will
be used to support the families’ everyday needs and
help them pay essential costs such as electricity bills.
- Mayrose Pasasadaba

Message to students

Mayrose Pasasadaba (front left) & the 5 other village
scholars

Educations Issues
Along with the cancellation of jobs has been
the cancellation of classes of all levels. Some
universities such as the University of the Philippines
Cebu where I currently have a scholarship is planning
to pursue online classes. The university decided on
this measure after the first week of the suspended
classes. This has caused a lot of contention as many
students are not able to access what they need via
proper internet. Classes were initially expected to
resume on April 14 but the coronavirus situation in
the country which is not getting any better, the

Having your immersion to the Philippines immersion
delayed may be very disappointing. But there will be a
time when we gain control of the virus and slowly but
surely life will transition back to normal. Being
Australian we are extremely fortunate to be able to
own a passport that allows us to access to see the
world. No matter what there will be many
opportunities throughout your life to board a plane and
venture out to explore the unknown.
If you know anyone that may be interested in donating
to assist the families in the village at this time please
invite them to pledge by sharing this GoFundMe
‘Malbago Covid Fundraiser’ link:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/malbago-covid19fundraiser?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social
&utm_campaign=p_cp+sharesheet&fbclid=IwAR3Pvau9NlzU3Ozx9drr7QKpxB8ux
eDED8GDgP3mD0vWOFjV_qlC3CXYB94

NCCD Information Sheet for
Parents, Carers and Guardians

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) On School

Students with Disability

What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data?

Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with
Disability (NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments
or “help” at school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of
students with disability.

Who is counted in the data collection?

To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions:
1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same
basis as other students?
2. Is the help given because of a disability? The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students.
3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide?
4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons
that the student needs this help? The school will need to keep copies of tests, student
work, assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and
information about how the student’s learning is moving along over time.
Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a
disability group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student.

What does the word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD?

In the NCCD the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). There
are four types of disability that the school can choose from: sensory, cognitive, social-emotional
and physical.
Many students that need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students with
learning problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia),
health problems (e.g. epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/hearing
loss and social-emotional problems (e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).
Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support
students with their learning. Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a
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student in NCCD. Teachers can use all that they know about the student’s learning and the records
that they have collected over time to decide if a student can be counted in the NCCD.

What sort of help does the school give students?

Students need different types of help at school. Some students need a little help sometimes while
other students need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs
of the student. The help can include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or
things like special desks or chairs), extra teacher help in classes, special learning programs, changes
to the work they give the student or extra adult help.

How will the NCCD be different this year?

All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015. The government will use the
NCCD data as part of the funding to schools.

What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD?

Schools work together with families to understand the needs of each child. It is helpful if families
give their child’s teacher a copy of any letters or reports they have. The letters or reports will help
the school understand the child and the help that they might need. Letters from doctors,
psychologists, speech pathologists, doctor, and occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for
schools. These reports along with information that the teacher has (i.e. school based tests, your
child’s work and learning plans) helps the school to understand and meet your child’s needs.

What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information?

Each school principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year. The school will give the
information to the Catholic Education Office. The school will work with the Catholic Education
Office to make sure that the NCCD data is OK before they give the data to the government. The
government will not be given the names of any students or any letters or records. Please ask your
school for their privacy policy if you need to know more.

Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD?
Amendments were made to the Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation
2013). Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD. You cannot ask the
school not to count your child.

Where can I find out more?

Please contact your child’s school if you have further questions about the NCCD and/or refer to the
national NCCD Portal.
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INSIGHTS

Expect more from kids in these di icult times

Studies show that parent expectations are a powerful predictor of student success and wellbeing. As children are required to
spend more time at home over the coming months, your expectations about your children’s behaviour and performance are
more critical than ever.
While there may be a temptation to shield children and young people from hardship during the current COVID-19 pandemic, this
is unrealistic and out of step with current societal norms. Every segment of the community including children and young people
is expected to both give something up and contribute more during the pandemic.
The greatest contribution kids can make is to help their family function as e�ectively as possible, look out for the wellbeing of
family members and peers (using appropriate social distancing measures) and to quickly adapt to the new learning
requirements from school.
As a parent you should expect your child or young person to:

Help at home
More time spent at home means more mess, more untidiness and more food to prepare. It’s reasonable to expect kids to clean up
a�er themselves, sweep floors, wipe benches, wash dishes or empty dishwashers and also contribute in age appropriate ways to
meal preparation. Consider using a weekly jobs roster for the larger tasks and avoid linking pocket money to jobs. Linking help
around the house to pocket money teaches children to think “what’s in it for me?” rather than “how can I help my family out?”

Behave well
The default question for kids when living in close quarters with others should be, “How does my behaviour impact on others?” If
their behaviour impacts adversely on the rights and wellbeing of others, then it’s not an appropriate behaviour. A child who
continually makes a noise while in close proximity to a sibling who is studying is showing little consideration. As much as possible
skill kids up to resolve relationship problems with their siblings so that you’re not continually policing their behaviour.

Look out for others
Encourage children to look a�er the wellbeing of fellow family members. Using age appropriate language, help children
understand the signs of deteriorating mental health including sullenness, moodiness, spending more time alone, shortness of
temper and drooping out of family activities. Encourage children to act with empathy and kindness when family members are
struggling and discuss ways that they can help including giving them space, listening and having fun at appropriate times. By
helping children to look out for the needs of others, you are also helping them to build skills in expressing the full range of their
own emotions.

Provided as a part of our school’s Parenting Ideas membership

parentingideas.com.au

Stick to schedules
The use of structures and routines are an essential element of family functioning, particularly during times of change. It’s
advisable to make your family schedules mirror the schedules established by your child’s school. Expect children and young
people to stick to the established schedules without taking short cuts, arriving late or finishing early for online lessons.
Di�erentiate the week by relaxing the schedule on weekends, which gives kids something to look forward to.

Show up for lessons
Expect kids to show up for school lessons with the right attitude, equipment and clothes. Wearing clothes specifically for school
work helps to trigger their readiness for learning, and di�erentiates school time from leisure time.

Display discipline
Time spent at home requires children to self-regulate and be disciplined. I suspect that those children who do best in this time of
self-isolation will be students who discipline themselves to exercise regularly, limit their use of digital devices, develop a sleep
preparation routine, stick to school work routines and practise mindfulness regularly.
Expectations can be tricky to get right. Too high and children can give up. Too low and children will meet them. In these
challenging times when more is asked of all of us, err on the side of the side of keeping your expectations high for your kids.
They’ll more than likely rise to the new challenges that social distancing measures require of them, building their confidence,
character and resilience.

Michael Grose
Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting educators. He’s an
award-winning speaker and the author of 12 books for parents including Spoonfed Generation, and
the bestselling Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It . Michael is a former
teacher with 15 years experience, and has 30 years experience in parenting education. He also holds a
Master of Educational Studies from Monash University specialising in parenting education.

Are you an avid writer or simply have some time on your hands? Why not construct a piece of writing and enter the
Jacaranda Writing Competition 2020? There are CASH prizes up for grabs and a chance to be a published author!
The categories include:
Short story- 4000 word limit, could be fiction or non-fiction.
Essay- 2000 word limit, the theme is COVID-19 Pandemic
Poem- no word limit
Flash Fiction- 1000 word limit
Micro Fiction- 300 word limit
Jump on the website at https://www.jacaranda.com.au/writingcomp/ to find out more details and fill in the entry form. Or
for more information please contact me at jodie.keady@fcjbenalla.catholic.edu.au
Why not have a go?
Mrs Jodie Keady
Teacher/Librarian

Provided as a part of our school’s Parenting Ideas membership
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CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/legal guardian details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–
Foster parent* OR

–

–

OR

Veterans affairs pensioner (Gold Card)**

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).
**Applicants must provide a copy of the Veteran Affairs Gold card

Student details
Child’s surname

Child’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink customer
details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise the
Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund provided by DET.
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

CSEF ELIGIBILITY
Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
Criteria 1 – Eligibility
To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or nongovernment Victorian primary or secondary school must:

a)

b)
c)

•

on the first day of Term one, or;

•

on the first day of Term two.

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of
Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession
Card (PCC) holder, OR
Be a temporary foster parent, and;
Submit an application to the school by the due date.

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see:
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.
Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive.
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or
secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive.
CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE.
Eligibility Date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (28 January 2020) or term two (14 April 2020).

PAYMENT AMOUNTS
CSEF payment amount
The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the
benefit of the eligible student.
•

Primary school student rate: $125 per year.

•

Secondary school student rate: $225 per year.

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or
excursion costs for your child.
For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see:

www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary
schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM
NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN
1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section.
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school.
If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of
documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner Gold
card to the school.
2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school.
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2020 closes on
26 June, 2020.
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years.
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school.
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